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By Drew Daquiz

South Seattle Community College will 
have to do “less with less,” said President 
Gary Oertli at the forum hosted by College 
Council. 

 The College Council is made up of faculty, staff 
and student leaders. It hosted an All College Forum on 
Dec. 1 in which Oertli presented the college’s budget 
cuts along with strategies for the necessary balancing.

The theater in Olympic hall was half-filled with 
faculty and staff who had come to hear the details sur-
rounding the newest state budget cuts. 

The community college systems are not immune 
to the economic climate, though the effects may be 
delayed. SSCC will see approximately $4.7 million in 
reductions this fiscal year, or about 11 percent of the 
community college budget.

Oertli described his meeting early fall with the 
neighboring community college presidents as “somber 
and crumby” in the light of the early budget cuts. The 
new and immediate reductions after Nov. 18 cut an 
additional 4.6 percent which adds up to the current 11 
percent. 

Oertli offered budget considerations that would 
work toward balancing the school budget. The addi-
tion of revenue by increasing tuition is one of the more 
obvious means of creating sustainable balance.
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As students and fac-
ulty start approaching the 
little theater located in the 
Rainer building RAH 230 for 

today’s event, Dante Obcena (LGBTQ 
commissioner) and Ammara Kimso 
(Coordinator of the Cultural Center) 
stand outside handing out flyers to at-
tend today’s 2009 film titled “Bullied” a 
movie that discusses the importance of 
speaking out for gay rights against bul-
lying in schools. 

The smell of warm butter popcorn 
made by Allyn Narong was very allur-
ing and helpful for the whole movie 
theatre experience which quickly caught 
students and faculties attention.

Various students and staff prepared 
for the event wearing purple that represents support for 
gay rights.  

Students and staff quickly silenced as they saw the 
president of our campus Gary Oertli approaching the 
event. 

Once students and staff are inside they’re greeted 
and check in by students Vange Murray and Montana 
Fillius. 

Quickly taking their seats Obcena states the work 
he’s been doing for our campus to raise awareness for 
this event and many more in 2010-2011 school year.

Obcena, gives a warm welcome to Gary Oertli 
as he then takes the floor and begins to speak about 
how nice is to have “freedom of thought” and says 
that one of his main priorities for this campus is 

Students, staff and SSCC president
show support for Anti-Bullying

Allyn Narong made popcorn during the Gay Straight Alliance presentation 
of ”Bullied,” an anti-bullying awareness event coordinated by members 
of the GSA. Photo by Kari Champoux

Photo contest results are in
In honor of International Education Week South Se-

attle Community College celebrated with a photo con-
test designed to portray various elements of culture that 
have made an impression on members of our Campus 
community. These images are the product of creative 

efforts by staff, faculty and students that celebrate com-
monalities as well as unique qualities amongst cultures 
across our globe. Some were taken by ‘outsiders’—vis-
itors and travelers intrigued by glimpses into a foreign 
cultural heritage. Others were taken by native members 
of a culture, an internal snapshot of occurrences imbued 
with significance, celebrations of a cherished moment 
or symbols of pride. Some are poignant and sad, and 
speak to our sense of humanity and compassion for one 
another.

In selecting prizes for the various categories a 
variety of issues were weighed. Attention was paid to 
clarity of purpose, composition, color combinations, 
rhythm and initial perceptions of the juror. In addition 
to these criteria an effort was made to select images 
that honored the themes of the exhibit, conveying a 
universal component of humanity, a specific sense of 
the particular culture represented or a combination of 

the two. Themes were divided into the 
following categories: People, conveying 
a sense of history, tradition, attitude, or 
uniqueness of a group or community; 
Architecture: represents the country or 
culture where the picture is taken and 
displays the uniqueness and beauty of 
the architectural designs; and Food: 
photographs of something delicious and 
unique that conveys a sense of the culture 
represented.

Prizes are awarded as follows: Peo-
ple: Duy Do, Saigon Vietnam Wedding 
Party, Notre Dame Saigon; Architecture: 

Betsy Berger Izmir, Turkiye; and Food: Kristen Distel-
horst, Lunch in a ger in the Altai Mountains, Mongolia

We were excited to receive the work that we did 
and appreciate everyone’s involvement in this project. 
Thank you for sharing your insights, your thoughts and 
your images. 

-- Submitted by Noah Overby, Activities and Events 
coordinator, International Programs

Photos submitted can be viewed at www.ssccinter-
nationalphotos.blogspot.com

Kristen Distelhorst: Lunch in a ger in the Altai 
Mountains (Mongolia)

Betsy Berger: Izmir (Turkiye)

Duy Do, Saigon Vietnam Wedding Party, Notre 
Dame (Saigon)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Balancing SSCC budget 
Tuition hike likely
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Meet with an Advisor today!  
We have an outstanding team waiting 
to help you.

Get  
Focused 
on Student Life
After hitting the books, unwind 
by working out at the fitness 
center or joining a rec sports team. 
Dodgeball, anyone? 

Get Focused 
        on Your Future

425.352.5000  |  www.uwb.edu 
Eric Garcia, conductor
Andrew Brady, bassoon

Seattle Symphony

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wednesday, January 12, at 7pm
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mozart: Bassoon Concerto in B-flat major, K. 191
Honegger: Pastorale d’été

Haydn: Symphony No. 47 in G major

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
South Seattle Community College, 6000 16th Avenue SW,  
Seattle, WA 98106

This concert is presented as part of the ACCESS Project (Artistic and Cultural Community 
Engagement with Seattle Symphony). The ACCESS Project is supported in part by the  
Mayor's Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs, 4Culture, National Endowment for the Arts,  
PONCHO and the West Seattle Kiwanis. Special thanks to US Bancorp Foundation for  
their corporate support.

Special thanks to Mr. Albert H. Ratcliffe and all of Seattle Symphony's Annual Fund donors whose contributions support Education & Community Programs. 

FREE COMMUNITY CONCERT

Eric Garcia, conductor

The Asian American Pacific 
Islander Study Group (AAPI) is 
a fairly new community/group 
at SSCC and has been running 
since summer 2010 through the 
AANAPISI Grant. 

The three-fold objectives of 
the Asian American Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) Study Group are:

1. Promote and support stu-
dent success through academic 
achievement;

By Drew 
Daquiz

Business Club 
and Phi Theta Kappa 
host co-meeting for 

INROADS representative Amy 
Loftis.

Walking into the Olympic 
Hall classroom, the tone of 
contemporary business is set as 
students complete a paperless 
sign in with Business Club Vice 
President Kurt Ricketts' laptop. 
Direct data entry removes the 
need for someone to go back 
later and transcribe from a hard 
copy.

As more students join the 
meeting the sign-ins bottleneck 
as students wait to enter their 
name and email address. While 
waiting for the students to settle, 

ContaCt Us
The Sentinel welcomes your reactions to 
what we put in the paper. Write to us at: 

The Sentinel
South Seattle C C
6000 16th Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA  98106
JMB 119, Student Life 

or
sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu

or Facebook
or call

(206) 764-5333

The
Sentinel
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Usa President /TAMI HALEVA   

Mission stateMent
The Sentinel is solely funded by the students of 

South Seattle Community College, and therefore should 
function to first serve the students, as well as the admin-
istration, faculty and staff.

 The Sentinel is committed to providing articles that 
are directly related to SSCC campus and that are 
deemed to be of interest to the students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor to inform the reader, express 
opinions, and entertain.

The Sentinel is a member of the West Seattle/White 
Center communities. As such, we shall strive to inform 
and include these communities of and in our newspaper 
and inform the SSCC campus of these communities, 
their activities and their personalities.

The Sentinel seeks to achieve integrity and credibility 
by maintaining the highest standards in print journalism, 
paying attention to accuracy and fairness in reporting.

The Sentinel shall actively recruit student reporters 
and write articles that reflect the broad cultural diversity 
of our campus population.

Duy DoSekani 
Perkins
REPORTER

DISTRIBUTION

South Seattle Com-

munity College is 

in accordance with 

Washington state 

anti-discrimination 

laws, Title VI and VII 

of the Civil Rights 

Acts of 1964, Title 

IX, and Section 504 

ADA.

INROADS 
Speaker shares opportunities with business-minded clubs

Business Club President Dana 
Culhane asks me to photograph 
her with the guest speaker Amy 
Loftis.

The meeting starts with 
some announcements from Phi 
Theta Kappa (PTK), a national 
brand of honor society. President 
of PTK Arana Wang reminds her 
members of the upcoming vol-
unteer event at the White Center 
Food Bank, and then takes a 
verbal survey to help schedule 
future community service.

The guest speaker Amy 
Loftis represents the nonprofit 
organization INROADS which 
works to place talented minor-
ity students into paid internship 
positions. Because such a wide 
variety of companies works with 
INROADS to find interns, stu-
dents can find positions within 

their chosen career field.
Loftis goes through the 

good - that the internship pre-
pares students for corporate and 
community leadership, that all 
internships through INROADS 
are paid full-time at $14-$29 an 
hour for 10-12 weeks. She goes 
on to say that interns are given 
projects that affect the bottom 
line, and that they find corporate 
mentors in senior managers of 
the company.

INROADS acts as a link 
to an internship feeding pool 
for Fortune 500 companies. If 
accepted into the INROADS 
program, candidates will go 
through professional develop-
ment training that includes prep 
sessions and mock interviews 
to improve marketability to 
prospective employers.

When describing points of 
eligibility for the INROADS 
program, Amy Loftis drops 
a bomb: U.S. citizenship or 
permanent residence is required. 
I could feel the excitement die 
in a room at least half full of 
international students.

Loftis pressed on, listing the 
required 2.8 GPA requirement, 
the four year education track, 
and the 12-credit course load; 
but the damage was done.

When it came time for 
questions, the raised hands were 
sparse. Many of the Business 
Club and Phi Theta Kappa mem-
bers are international students.

For non-international 
students interested in applying 
for a paid internship, visit http://
www.inroads.org/ to start the 
online application.

For students interested in 
joining, the Business Club next 
meets on Jan. 12, 2011. 

AAPI continues through winter
2. Encourage Asian Ameri-

can and Pacific Islander students 
to take pride in their unique but 
diverse cultural background(s);

3. Foster and create a 
unique sense of community 
among Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander students and other 
student populations at SSCC.

The group facilitators are 
Rochelle Fonoti who tutors Eng-
lish and Gabriel Nishimura who 

tutors Math and Science. 
Because of the overwhelm-

ing success in fall quarter, the 
AAPI study group (open to ALL 
students) will continue during 
winter quarter, Fonoti said. It 
will meet Mondays and Wednes-
days, 10:00 am-1:00 pm in CAS 
123 and Fridays, 1:00 pm-4:00 
pm CAS 120

Parking issues: the results
From Nov. 3 to 10, 2010, 

Trang Hong, the Student Is-
sues and Concerns officer with 
United Student Association, 
conducted a survey on the park-
ing at South Seattle Community 
College. These are the questions 
and the results of the 84 who 
responded. Hong can be reached 
at JMB 135 and thoang933@
southseattle.edu

Welcome back!  
We made it through 
fall quarter even 
with snow days (just 
be happy you don’t 
live in New York).  

A lot of people 
make New Year’s 
resolutions about 
now.  For me they 
always lasted a day 
or two so I stopped 
making them.  

However, there is one I 
am asking you to consider and 
that is get involved in student 
activities.  Some studies show 

that students who 
participate in campus 
happenings earn bet-
ter grades than those 
who don’t.  That 
worked for me and I 
made some wonder-
ful friends.  

There is a lot to 
do on campus this 
quarter.  Who said 
South is just a place 

to take classes?  Stop by the 
cafeteria this Thursday, Jan. 6, 
between noon and 1 pm and you 

No time to chill Are you satisfied with the cost of the parking permit?

Is it easy to find a parking 
spot on our campus?

Do you feel the lighting 
is adequate in all parking 
areas?

I am from . . . 

By Vi Nguyen

I am from a happy family
A funny daddy, a loving mommy, and a naughty little sister.

I am from a brave and courageous man
Who spent half of 50 years fighting for his country in Indo-China.
I am from a kind and clever woman
Who bore the 23-year-old pain of losing her dad in the Vietnam War.

I am from beliefs, hopes, responsibilities and pressure
Of the first daughter in the family
Of the first generation in college
Of the only wage earner after 10 years
Of caring for an elderly couple and a teenage sister.

I am from a tiny S-shaped country
A letter that stands for suffer, struggle, and survive
From battles and devastation
From escape after a huge persistent storm.

I am from an ancient, historic and colonial atmosphere
From the paradise beaches, charming fishing villages, and gorgeous paddy fields
From the cool, fresh, pure water of the wide Mekong River
From the great combination of mountains, terraces and valleys.

I am from the ingredients of p  
Loved by people around the world.
I am from sweet tropical fruits
That one tries once, then never forgets.

I am now too far from where I am from
Half a globe away, through continents and oceans.
But distance can’t change who I am
And why I left my home for the land of opportunity.

hở

Continued on Page 7 

Have you ever used the 
North parking lot?

Do you know there is a free motorcycle 
parking in the North lot?
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At the alter for the Day of the Dead, 
people serve food and drinks to 
those who have passed away. They 
believe that by making altars, they 
invite spirits back to the living. 

Nathalia Lorella, an attendee with her cala-
verita. She describes hers as “stored sheets 
of colored foil with foil eyes”.

The altar located in Olympic Hall. The altar’s pur-
pose is to create a tribute to loved ones that passed 
away by placing offerings. Next to the altar in Olympic Hall was a place where peo-

ple could hang pictures of their deceased loved ones.

Day of the Dead (Día de los Muertos), which takes place Nov. 2 every 
year in Central America, represents a mixture of Christian devotion 
and pre-Hispanic traditions and beliefs. The symbol of Day of the 
Dead is the calaveritas. Calaveritas, which are made by sugar and 
food color, imitate the human skull.

Former Washington state 
representative Velma Veloria 
will be talking to students about 
leadership through political 
engagement. The talk will take 
place Wednesday, January 18  
from 1:15 pm – 2:15 pm in JMB 
128.

Veloria immigrated to the 
United States from the Philip-
pines in the 1950s, grew up 
and attended college in the Bay 
Area, and became an activist 
through her participation in the 
anti-war and Asian American 
student movements in the 1960s.  

Upon graduating from San 
Francisco State University, Ve-
loria traveled to the Philippines, 
where she observed the brutality 
and oppression of the Marcos 
regime.  

When she returned to the 
United States, Veloria joined the 
Katipunan ng Demokratikong 
Pilipino (KDP), or Union of 
Democratic Filipinos, to put 
pressure on Marcos and end 
U.S. support for the dictatorship.  

Throughout the 1970s and 
1980s, Veloria was a labor activ-

ist. She worked as an internal 
organizer for the Office of 
Professional Employees Inter-
national Union (OPEIU), ILWU 
Local 37 (cannery workers), and 
in Service Employees’ Interna-
tional Union (SEIU) campaigns 
in San Francisco, New York, 
and Seattle to organize office 
workers and nurses. 

Following the assassina-
tion of ILWU Local 37 officers 
and KDP activists Gene Viernes 
and Silme Domingo on June 1, 
1981, the KDP transfered Velo-
ria to Seattle to keep the union 
reform movement in the Alaska 
cannery industry alive. 

For the next few years, Ve-
loria organized cannery workers, 
participated in the Committee 
for Justice for Domingo and Vi-
ernes, and continued to agitated 
against the Marcos dictatorship.  

Following the dissolution 
of the KDP, Veloria, like many 
other KDP activists, folded 
her political work into Jesse 
Jackson’s Rainbow Coalition in 
1988.  After that campaign, she 
became a Legislative Assistant 

Free political leadership pointers 
Velma 
Veloria

to State Representative Art 
Wang.  

In 1992, Veloria became the 
first Filipina in the continental 
United States to be elected to 
a State Legislature, serving 12 
years as State Representative for 
South Seattle’s 11th District.  

In addition to advocating 
for affordable housing, work-
ers’ rights, and racial justice, 
Veloria took particular interest 
in the impact of international 
trade and globalization on local 
communities and co-authored 
important legislation to combat 
human trafficking and require 
oversight of international trade 
agreements.

Day of the Dead celebrated on campus

Photos by Vivian Nguyen

“committed to being open, sup-
portive, and showing appropri-
ate behavior.” 

Oertli received a pleasant 
round of applause and then the 
lights dimmed for the movie to 
begin. 

During the movie you could 
hear the endless sniffling and 
some casually wiping their faces 
with their sleeves. The movie 
definitely was a crowd pleaser.

After the movie there was 
an open discussion about how it 

has af-
fected 
us and 
Obcena 
gets a 
bit per-
sonal 
going 
into 
detail 
about 
his 
strug-
gles 
being 

a gay student at school and how 
isolated he felt. 

Another student Patricia Al-
len (Native American commis-
sioner for The Cultural Center) 
had this to say. “I have always 
prided 
myself 
in being 
a good 
ally and 
won’t 
hesi-
tate to 
defend 
some-
one that 
is being 
ha-
rassed 
in front 
of me.” 

Hopefully this event and 
many more will take a step in 
the right direction.

ANTI-BULLYING FROM PAGE 1

Dante Obcena

Patricia Allen

Reducing paid positions in 
staff would surely reduce costs, 
and Oertli mentioned the pos-
sibility of voluntary separation 
with incentives and buyouts; 
though Oertli admits that option 
would likely be unpopular with 
so many working to pay down 
home loans and mortgages.

Also up for reductions 

Crossword Puzzle: So, what’s new?
Down
1. What is another SSCC’s campus beside the West Seattle cam-
pus that starts with “New”?
3. President Barack Obama and top Democrats pledged to intro-
duce this new Act into the House by Nov. 29 
4. Who is SSCC’s new president starting in 2010?
8. Name of the US state in the New England region that starts 
with “New”

Across
1. Name of a US state that starts with “New” (9 letters)
2. The Seattle Center plans to bring what new to the grounds as 
part of The Next Fifty celebration of the 1962 Seattle’s World’s 
Fair.
5. Name of a US 
state that starts 
with “New” (7 
letters)
7. What is the 
SSCC Art Gal-
lery’s new show 
coming in January 
2011?
9. When is the first 
day of the new 
Winter Quarter? 
(Ex: January1st)
10. What SSCC 
building has a new 
look?

BUDGET from Page 1 are programs that have been 
low-enrolled, high-cost, and in 
low-demand.

Numerous smaller means 
of reducing costs or increasing 
revenue were discussed such as 
requiring direct deposit for all 
SSCC employees and increasing 
tuition for students taking more 
than 11 credits (credits 11-18 are 
currently discounted). 

Oertli sums up that he is 

first responsible for student 
learning and success, then for 
financial viability of the school, 
and also to plan for the long 
term - the continued success of 
SSCC as a learning institution.

Oertli wrapped up his 
presentation asking for creative 
ideas for saving money to be 
sent through direct email at 
GLOertli@sccd.ctc.edu.

$ 5 0 0  c o u l d  b e  y o u r s , 
          j u s t  f o r  w r i t i n g    

March 18. 

The Sentinel is hiring

• • • a reporter • • •
Apply online at sites.southseattle.edu/thesentinel

or at JMB135/120

GradUation
Thursday, June 16 - 2:30 pm

Benaroya Hall ~ Downtown Seattle

Watch for more information at southseattle.edu

  Art 
Gallery

Art and Poetry Show
January 4 to February 4

Jerry Brockey Student Center 

In the

for January

The annual event that supports scholarships, 
program equipment and tutoring.

Saturday, January 29
5 - 9:30 p.m.

Wine tasting • Multi-course dinner • Live auction
South Seattle Community College

(206) 764-5809

Lost & 
Found  

JMB 135

By Duy Do
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By Drew 
Daquiz

At the College 
Council Forum, 
Larry Reid discussed 

the new accreditation process 
at South Seattle. Accreditation 
is basically a license given to a 
school which confirms compe-
tency, credibility, and authority 
to issue professional degrees 
and certificates.

The new process will work 
in seven-year cycles instead of 
the former 10 years – and will 
have five standards of criteria 
instead of the past nine.

The document submitted 
for last year’s accreditation 
was a 250 page document. The 
new process will move into a 
focus of operation – which will 
include more frequent campus 
visits by the accrediting agency, 
more oversight.

A major part of the new ac-
creditation process will involve 
a new mission statement, and 
updated themes which work 

Page 6      Page 7

New accreditation process
towards accomplishing the ‘mis-
sion’.

The accreditation docu-
ment contains five core themes 
of student achievement; teaching 
and learning, culture and climate, 
and community engagement are 
all used to create goals/objectives 
which produce measurable data. 
Strategic themes are then created 
based on the observed data.

This is basically a giant 
research paper written to explain 
how South Seattle functions as 
a school, and what it being do-
ing to maintain and improve its 
performance.

Committees work to put the 
accreditation document together, 
and include one for drafting core 
themes and one for showing 
how what our school does to fit 
the core themes.

“Vision without resources is 
nothing more than a hallucina-
tion,” quotes Reid. The accredi-
tation process is a necessary 
hurdle to pass for the walls of 
SSCC to be recognized as a 
place of collegiate learning.

can meet the president of our 
college, Gary Oertli.  I’ll be 
there too as well as some other 
members of the United Stu-
dent Association (your student 
government).  

We want to meet you, find 
out your concerns, answer any 
questions you have (about the 
school – not sure we can help 
you with your homework) and 
let you know about services 
and activities on campus.  

Now that’s just the begin-
ning -- there are many more 
things to do.  

First, I want to tell you 
about the Student Life and Di-
versity and Retention depart-
ments, who organize many of 
the events on campus.  

Diversity and Retention 
includes the Cultural Center 
and Women’s Center.  Both 
of these areas are great places 
to lounge, do homework and 
meet friends.  They also have 
computers for student use.  

The Cultural Center of-
fers many events and learning 
opportunities about different 
cultures (hence its name).  

The Women’s Center, 
whose services are available 
to men as well, can help you 
through difficult life situations 
and provides a general sup-
portive atmosphere. 

Student Life areas include 
The Sentinel – the newspaper 
you’re reading right now, the 
Art Gallery (check out their 
new comfy lounge furniture 
– that’s a great place to study 
or relax), Campus Recreation 
(the Game Room and fitness 
center), the Child Care Center, 
the Club Center (a great 
place to meet friends and get 
involved in student activities), 
Phi Theta Kappa (honor soci-
ety for students whose GPA is 
3.5 or higher), Student Orien-
tation and Activities Programs 
(they organize new student 
orientations including First 
Friday), the United Student 
Association, Student Life Op-
erations (the lifeline for all the 
other departments mentioned), 
and the Services and Activities 
(S&A) Fee Board.  

The S&A Fee Board plans 
the budget for Student Life 
and Diversity and Retention 
programs as well as allocating 
funding for certain new pro-
grams and technology needs.  
That funding comes from 
the $8.60 per credit fee that 
most students pay as a part of 
tuition.  

So where do you find all 
of these places?  Well, let’s 
start at the bookstore in the 
Brockey Center building.  I 
hope you’ve found that by 
now.  As you face the book-
store entrance, look to your 

right and you will find the art 
gallery.  

Now turn around and across 
from the Bookstore, you will see 
some double doors next to the 
ATM machine.  Walk through 
them.  To your right is the Game 
Room (that’s where you can 
play ping pong, pool, video 
games and hang out).  

In the Game Room are also 
card tables where you can meet 
your friends or play cards (no 
gambling!)  

Keep walking down the 
rounded hallway.  On your right 
is the Women’s Center.  Im-
mediately behind the Women’s 
Center is the Cultural Center 
(between the bathrooms and the 
Game Room).  

Now keep going down the 
hallway toward the other end of 
the building.  On your right is 

the Club Center.  
As you continue down the 

hall, you will see another set of 
double doors.  Go through them 
and up about eight steps.  To 
your right is a good place to sit 
and rest.

To the left is a door next 
to a magazine/flier rack.  Go 
through it (JMB 135), and there 
you will find the Student Life 
offices.  Immediately to your 
right is the Student Lounge (free 
coffee but bring your own mug).  

The wonderful people at the 
front desk will tell you where 
the rest of us are located.  Drop 
by and see us; we want to meet 
you.

To the faculty and staff, as 
always, thank you for all you do 
for us.  Let’s have a great winter 
quarter!

Tami Haleva is the United 
Student Assocation (USA) presi-
dent for 2010-2011.

TAMI HALEVA from Page 2

Get RECd starts Jan. 20

Now, as promised, here are some upcoming events:

• Student Lounge Open House, the whole first week of 
classes.

• Women’s Center Health Fair, Jan. 11, 11 am – 3 pm in 
the big banquet hall in Brockey Center.

• Art Gallery reception, Jan. 11, noon – 1:30 pm.  

• Get RECd, Jan. 20, 11 am – 3 pm, in the big banquet 
hall in Brockey.  This is a super event with lots of 
games, and other fun stuff introducing you to Campus 
Recreation.

• Step Up workshop with Velma Veloria, JMB 128 
(conference room in Student Life office), 1:30 – 2:30.  
Come and learn about issues affecting students from 
a State Representative. (See Page 5)

• Student Safety Forum, Jan. 13, 1 – 2:30 pm JMB 128.  
Express your concerns about safety on campus and 
share ideas for improvement.

• Workshop with Dr. Joy DeGruy, Jan. 13 ,  1 – 3 pm 
(JMB A – larger half of banquet hall).  She will dis-
cuss current and historical ethnic issues affecting 
the United States, including historical issues facing 
African Americans. (See Page 8)

• Ping Pong tournament, Jan. 18 – 20 in the Game 
Room.  If you’re good with a paddle, sign up.

• Club Center meet and greets.  Jan. 18 – 20 in the 
Club Center.  

• Celebration of South!  Jan. 19, 11 am – 2 pm in the 
banquet hall.  Let’s show some school pride!

• Homelessness Awareness workshop, Jan. 20, 1:30 – 
2:30 pm in JMB 128.

• Safe Zones workshop, Jan. 21, 1:30 – 4 pm in Olym-
pic Hall 105.

• Native American History Month Celebration, Jan. 26, 
1 – 3 pm in the bigger half of the banquet hall.

Wow!  I’m exhausted just listing all of these events.  A 
lot to do on campus and I hope to see you there!  

By Shireen Deboo

E-Reference: 
Beyond Wikipedia!

You need to learn the basics on an unfamiliar topic.  You 
want the information to be reliable, quick and unbiased.  
Where do you go? 

Reference sources are designed to provide a perfect start-
ing point for your research.  Dictionaries and encyclopedias are 
written by subject experts, organized to be efficient searching 
tools, and neutral in their perspective.  Check out the library’s 
vast e-reference collection at http://www.southseattle.edu/li-
brary/reference.asp

And remember, we have a fantastic print reference collec-
tion too!

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 
in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/

@ the Library
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By Drew 
Daquiz

Three former 
Peace Corps volun-
teers spoke at South 

Seattle Community College this 
past Nov. 16. Sheryl Rosenberg, 
Activities Coordinator from the 
International Programs, orga-
nized the presentation. 

Since I was the sole atten-
dant at the scheduled 11am start 
in Jerry Brockey(JMB) A, the 

guest speakers and I took ad-
vantage of the catering paid for 
by the International Programs. 
There was a vegetarian turn-
over, tomato/onion/radish salad, 
muffins, Tres Leches (Spanish 
“Three Milk Cake”), and coffee.

Though more students and 
staff trickled in throughout the 
presentation – the guest speak-
ers opted to abandon the podium 
and have a more informal pre-
sentation at one of the round 
tables as we ate.

International Programs hosts Peace Corps presentation
Analea Brauburger, a Psy-

chology teacher at SSCC, spoke 
about her experience serving in 
Hondoruas. Corinne McCusky 
discussed her service in Camer-
oon and Maggie Weissman dis-
cussed experiences in Northern 
Malayasia.

President John F. Kennedy 
established Peace Corps “to 
promote world peace and friend-
ship.”

Peace Corps is a 2+ year 
program, and usually requires a 

4-year degree. 
Corinne McCusky sees the 

trend of people signing up and 
shipping out for Peace Corps as 
a way to build up a resume, “but 
I think the reason you stay is not 
necessarily because of that.”

For those still paying off 
debt - Peace Corps volunteers 
qualify for student loan deferral. 

Serving in a Spanish-speak-
ing country provided Brauburger 
with deep language training and 
“one-on-one cultural growth,” 
learning local dialects and his-
tory.

For Analea Brauburger – 
the most valuable thing she has 
taken from the program is the 
network of volunteers she met 
who have become her “core, go-
to friends”.

The water sanitation and 
latrine digging skills Brauburger 
gained go mostly untapped in 
her employment here at South 
Seattle CC, but her friendships 
persist through alumni resources 
– in camping retreats and other 
reunions.

Corinne McCusky spent 
much of her time in Cameroon 
working as a Health Education 
volunteer. McCusky’s work 
focused on Living with HIV/
AIDS, she recounts demonstrat-
ing proper condom use to a 
church full of Muslim women in 
their best formal clothes.

McCusky recalls that one of 
her most troublesome tasks was 

teaching leaders and organizers 
grant-writing, “how to ask for 
money.”  

Maggie Weissman, who 
served just five years after 
the program started in 1961, 
remembers the Vietnam War and 
‘60s idealism. Weissman volun-
teered for Peace Corps with her 
husband who was exempt from 
the military draft. Peace Corps 
volunteers and doctors were the 
last to be kept from the war.

Weissman was a dedicated 
photographer during her service. 
Using a 35mm lens and the fast-
est Kodak film available – she 
documented the faces of every-
one in her village. Though color 
film was available, she chose 
black and white photography 
because it developed better.

“[Peace Corps was] proba-
bly the best thing I’ve ever done 
for myself,” says Weissman of 
the three years she served in 
Malaysia.

The three guest speakers all 
came out of the program with 
an appreciation for the time they 
had to themselves. “To have that 
time... you get to sit with your-
self a lot,” reflects Brauburger, 
“I was building this core of who 
am I, and [wondering] what am 
I going to be when I get home?”

For more information, or 
to begin the roughly six month 
application process, get online 
and visit http://www.peacecorps.
gov/.

Noah Overby, coordinator of activities and events in International 
Programs, talks with Maggie Weissman about the languages spoken in 
Malaysia. Photo by Kari Champoux


