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Graduation 101

The senTineL 
mission sTaTemenT

The Sentinel is solely funded by the students 
of South Seattle Community College, and therefore 
should function to first serve the students, as well 
as the administration, faculty and staff.

 The Sentinel is committed to providing articles 
that are directly related to SSCC campus and that are 
deemed to be of interest to the students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor to inform the reader, express 
opinions, and entertain.

The Sentinel is a member of the West Seattle/
White Center communities. As such, we shall strive 
to inform and include these communities of and 
in our newspaper and inform the SSCC campus of 
these communities, their activities and their person-
alities.

The Sentinel seeks to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintaining the highest standards in 
print journalism, paying attention to accuracy and 
fairness in reporting.

The Sentinel shall actively recruit student 
reporters and write articles that reflect the broad 
cultural diversity of our campus population.

First of all, congratulations 
to the graduating class of 2010! 
I am so proud of our graduates, 
and I look forward to talking 
with all of you when I give a 
speech at your commencement 
ceremony on June 17. 

Did you know that Student 
Life (JMB 135) can lend you a 
cap and gown in exchange for a 
refundable deposit, saving you 
the cost of buying one? For a 
$20 deposit (versus $35.98 to 
purchase in the campus Book-
store) you can rent a cap and 
gown. And if you return it in 
excellent condition by June 
30, you will receive your full 
$20 deposit back. Hurry, this is 
offered on a first-come, first-
served basis.

For those who plan to 
graduate at some point in the 
future, be sure to meet with 
an adviser soon. In order to 
graduate, students must apply to 
graduate, which requires having 
an adviser review your transcript 
and approve your request. There 
can be complications you didn’t 
expect, so it is best to do this 
ahead of time. You must apply 
no later than the quarter before 

the quarter in which you plan to 
graduate.

As I write my final column 
as your student body president, 
I look back on the projects that 
the United Student Association 
worked on this year.

It came to my attention that 
SSCC had no feminine hygiene 
product vending machines in 
any of our bathrooms or any 
other locations on campus. This 
situation presented a particu-
lar difficulty for our night and 
Saturday students, who cannot 
access these products through 
the Women’s Center or campus 
Bookstore, as well as an incon-
venience to our day students. 

I began talking with campus 
and district administrators about 
making these products available 
on campus. I found out about 
an opportunity to add them to a 
new vending contract that was 
being signed, and I am pleased 
to report that feminine hygiene 
products will soon be available 
in our campus vending ma-
chines.

I have also contacted Reg-
istration to request that tuition 
statements be itemized to reflect 

the portion of tuition (currently 
$8 per credit) that is dedicated 
to Services & Activities fees. 
Many students are not aware 
that they pay these fees. Hav-
ing it specified on the receipt 
would better inform students 
so that they could take advan-
tage of the benefits such fees 
provide.

One new project that USA 
sponsored for 2010 was the 
Spring Fling dance in the Jerry 
Brockey Student Center Room 
A on May 28. This marked the 
first time in years that a student 
dance was held on campus, 
and I am pleased to report that 
it was a huge success. Over 
150 students attended and 
many have said it was the best 
campus event they have ever 
been to. 

I was very glad to be able 
to bring this opportunity to our 
students this year.  The USA ac-
tivities officer, Sochetna Chhay, 
and I both put in a lot of extra 
work to make sure this event 
happened.

Our Legislative Affairs of-
ficer, Jonathan Girmatzion, was 
instrumental in getting a card 
reader installed in Bernie’s  so 
that students with food stamp 
benefits could buy food on cam-
pus using their food stamp cards.

I would like to commend 
our Automotive students on the 
fantastic barbecue they hosted 
on May 27. They did a won-
derful job and served a variety 
of delicious food to the entire 
campus community.

The USA is also working on 
selecting and appointing student 
representatives to serve on next 
year’s College Council.  Our fi-
nal USA meeting will take place 
on Friday, June 11 at 1:30 p.m. 
in JMB 128.  

It has been both a great 
honor and a weighty responsi-
bility to serve the student body 
this year. I hope that my efforts 
have improved your experience 
at SSCC. Have a great summer, 
everyone!

Julie Rowe is president of 
the United Student Association. 
She can be reached at ju-
liejrowe@gmail.com, or 206-
768-6752.

by Shireen Deboo

Visit the library 
from anywhere!

Did you know you can access 
most of the library’s resources 
from the comfort of your home, 
or anywhere you have internet 
access?  

Yes, you do need to come in to 
the campus library to watch our videos or use our print periodi-
cals and reference books.  But we have thousands of e-books 
you can read online.  

We have dozens of databases that can link you to maga-
zines, newspapers and research articles in the sciences, 
humanities and industry.  You can look through our catalog 
from home, and reserve items or renew items you want to keep 
longer.  

Many of our online resources allow you to print, save and 
email items you find.  You can also find tutorials and learn 
more about the research process from the library website.  Get 
started by visiting http://www.southseattle.edu/library/

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 
in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/

@ the Library

Lose something? Find e something?
Lost & Found  JMB 135
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They Said It!
What is your strategy for getting through finals?

CAMPUS VOICES

Compiled by Emma Kazaryan

“I try to stay 
positive.” 

Tiniell Cato

“Networking with 
people from class. 
It’s not hard; it’s 

community college.”

 
Aaron Brown

“Last minute 
cramming and trying 

to stay calm.”

 
Jerry Blusher

“I plan my days 
carefully and try not 
to get overstressed. 
And I make time for 

fun. But mostly I 
focus.”

 
Kay M.

“I work hard and be 
friends with smart 

people.”

Kobe Jackson

Let’s ...
 Talk ...
   Hair!!!
By Linda Graham

What if Governor Gregoire came in to work 
one day with boxed singles? Or David Letter-
man did his show with the latest mohawk? Or 
Beyoncé was in Vogue with a shaved head? 

Could everyone accept the new “them”? Or 
are they stepping out of the socially constructed 
“norm.”  Do we or the media tell people how 
they should live to fit in and be accepted? 

These musings started with conversation 
between me and a couple of staff members in 
TRIO about hair. We talked about Chris Rock 
and his movie, “Good Hair,” and how funny we 
all would look in certain hair styles. We also 
talked about the more serious matter of why we 
feel as though this may be the issue or possible 
truth. 

I posed six questions about hair to more 
than 300 
students and 
instructors. To 
begin, I asked 
what kind of 
hair they have. 
Eleven percent  
have thick, 
straight hair, 28 
percent have 
long, 55 percent 
medium-length 
and 17 percent 
short. 

There was 
a big differ-
ence in how 
long it took 
people to style 
their hair.  On a 
daily basis, 45 
percent of those 
surveyed take 
between one 
and 15 minutes 
to do their hair, 
and 16 percent 
take no time. 

I found similar results with how much 
money people spend a month on their hair. The 
majority of people spend only $1-$10 monthly 
for their hair. The most interesting fact was that 
the majority of the people said they feel good to 
great about their hair. 

Based on my survey, if Beyoncé went 
on stage and was bald as an eagle or David 
Letterman tried to win over viewers with a 
comb-over, they’d both better get ready for hair 
intervention with either surgical hair infusion or 
Rogaine. If this campus is any indication (and I 
think it is), America is just not ready for a new 
look. 

Linda Graham is a student at South Seattle 
Community College.

... if Beyoncé 
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eagle or 
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ON CAMPUS

By Emma Kazaryan

The graduation ceremony at 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege will take place 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, June 17 in the Jerry 
Brockey Student Center audito-
rium.

Graduating students who 
have applied for them by the 
deadline will receive two 
tickets, said Arne Reed, who 
is in heading up the event. 
The tickets can be given to the 
graduate’s guests. Tickets are 
available until June 11 for pick 
up in the Bookstore. I.D. is 
required.

The ceremony will be 
broadcast as it happens in the 
Jerry Brockey hallway for those 
who do not have tickets.

Caps and gowns for gradu-
ation may be purchased in the 

Graduation is in less than two weeks
A discount on gowns is available

bookstore for $35.98. Students 
who would rather rent their 
gown may do so at Student Life 
(JMB 135). The cost of renting 
is a refundable $20 deposit. As 
of press time, there were still 30 
gowns available.

To maintain this service, 
Monica Lundberg, Student Life 
program manager, asks that 
graduates consider donating 
their gown so that future gradu-
ates can use them. A donation 
bin will be available the night of 
the event.

Students who have earned a 
cumulative grade-point average 
of 3.5 or higher (with at least 

25 credits earned at SSCC) are 
entitled to wear to a gold cord 
at graduation. The cord can be 
picked up at the Registration 
information desk. 

Two graduation rehearsals 
will take place 5-6 p.m. June 
15 and 1-2 p.m. June 16. Stu-
dents are asked to attend only 
one. Reed said attendance at 
the rehearsal is not mandatory 
but may help relieve perfor-
mance anxiety.

On the day of the cer-
emony, graduates will check in 
by 6 p.m. in the Robert Smith 
breezeway, which is just north 
of the entrance to Registration. 

Graduation gowns can be rented in JMB 135. Photo by Emma Kazaryan

Food stamp 
update

South Seattle Commu-
nity College has submitted all 
necessary paperwork to accept 
food stamps at Bernie’s Pastry 
Shop and is now waiting on 
the EBT processing machine 
from the USDA. Once SSCC 

Olympia hopefuls 
make their pitch at 
Olympic Hall
By Emma Kazaryan

Candidates in the race 
to become representatives of 
Washington’s 34th legislative 
district, which comprises White 
Center, Burien and West Seattle, 
were on campus on May 26 for 
an open forum discussion.

Approximately 20 people 
filtered in to OLY101 to hear 
what the candidates present 
had to say. Joe Fitzgibbon, 
Geoffrey McElroy and Marcee 
Stone were present and Mike 
Heavey, who wasn’t able to 
attend, sent his assistant Trevor 
Wong. 

Representatives in Con-
gress are instrumental in 

making decisions which affect 
students such as budget cuts 
and tuition increases. 

USA president Julie Rowe 
began the forum by introducing 
the candidates and highlighting 
some of the issues pertinent to 
SSCC students. 

Each candidate then shortly 
introduced themselves and their 
platform on higher education. 
Then they were answered ques-
tions intended to probe a further 
understanding of their respec-
tive platforms.

The general election 
happens the first Tuesday in 
November. You may register to 
vote up until eight days before 
the election. 

Heeeeey Macarena

Approximately 150 people -- South Seattle Community College students and their guests -- had 
a blast at the Spring Fling dance May 28 organized by the United Student Association. Dancing 
the Macarena (above) proved a crowd pleaser; the dance floor was packed. Those who had their 
formal pictures taken can download them from sites.southseattle.edu/spring-fling-photos until 
June 30. Photo by Betsy Berger

South Seattle Community College presents

A Student Show
Wednesday

June 9 ~10:00-10:50 a.m.

Olympic Hall

Room 120

6000 16th Ave. S.W.

Featuring the SSCC College Choir,  

SSCC voice and instrumental students

For information, e-mail pherd@sccd.ctc.edu

Continued on Page 6



June 2010  The Sentinel                                                                                                  Page 
A 

ON CAMPUS
  Page 5

Rescheduled, 
and it feels so good.

You’re invited, 
compliments of the Northwest Wine Academy, to our 

Summer Wine Release
Friday, June 11 – 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, June 12 – 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m.

In the NWWA Winery, WWB 112, on the campus at 
South Seattle Community College

It’s worth the wait!

We’re planning for two sunny, summertime days on 
Friday, June 11, and Saturday, June 12!
So, please, tweak your calendars to move our Summer Wine 
Release from June 4 & 5 and plan to come the following weekend.

Sample our Student-made 09 Chardonnays, 09 Late Harvest 
Viognier, 09 Rhone-style White Blend,

And Seattle Wine Awards Silver Medalist, 07 Cabernet Franc

If you have questions, please contact Regina Daigneault (rdaigneault@sccd.
ctc.edu) 206-764-7942, or Michele Foley (mfoley@sccd.ctc.edu) 206-764-7955.

ABOVE: To the delight of the grown-
ups, on the final day of Rainbow 
Fest, May 20, children from the 
South Seattle Community College 
Childcare Center joined the African 
drummers, Ade Fua, on stage. Photo 
by Betsy Berger

LEFT: Juna Alvarez, Cultural Center 
coordinator (left), and Dana Echols 
help students make leis on the 
second day of Rainbow Fest, May 19. 
Photo by Emma Kazaryan

Rainbow Fest: something for everyone
By Emma Kazaryan

As scheduled, the new 
president of South Seattle Com-
munity College was announced 
on May 11. On that day, Jill 
Wakefield, chancellor of the 
Seattle Community Colleges 
District, made it known that 
Gary Oertli would be taking the 
top spot.

“Gary Oertli has excel-
lent depth of experience as 
a college leader,” Wakefield 
said. “With his skills at inspir-
ing employees and at creating 
community support for the 
college and his strong com-
mitment to student success, he 
will be an outstanding presi-
dent for South.”  

Oertli is not new to SSCC. 
From January 2009 to March 
of this year, he served as the in-
terim president. He also served 
as interim vice president for 
Instruction. 

“I’m looking forward to 
coming back home to work 
with South’s incredible faculty,” 
Oertli said, “and to help our 
wonderfully diverse students 
achieve their hopes, dreams and 
aspirations.” 

In March, Oertli was ap-
pointed interim president at 
Seattle Central Community 
College when President Mildred 
Ollee took early retirement due 
to health reasons. At that time, 
Jean Hernandez, the vice presi-
dent of Instruction at SSCC, was 
appointed interim president.

“I’m looking forward to go-
ing back,” Hernandez said. 

Oertli beat out two other 
candidates, all of whom were 
announced in April. They are 

And the winner is . . . 

Ivan Gorne, vice president 
for Student Services at Bates 
Technical College in Tacoma, 
and Shirley Imada Metcalf, vice 
president for College Advance-
ment and Extended Learning 
at Lake Washington Technical 
College in Kirkland. 

The president is responsible 
for the operation and manage-
ment of SSCC including stra-
tegic planning, student services 
and community relations. The 
president reports to the chancel-
lor.

Oertli received an honorary 
doctorate of Humane Letters 
from Schiller International 
University in London. He is 
a graduate of the Executive 
Management program in the 
graduate school of Business 
Administration at the University 
of Washington, where he also 
earned master’s and bachelor’s 
degrees.

Larry Reid, chair of the 
SSCC Presidential Search Com-
mittee, said Oertli is expected to 
assume his duties by August. 

. . . Gary Oertli.

Cinco de Mayo at South

Colby Keene (in the sombrero) and Autasia Saigao celebrate Cinco de Mayo in the South 
Seattle Community College Cultural Center. Cinco de Mayo is an important holiday in Latino 
communities, commemorating the victory of the Mexican army over the French in the Battle of 
Puebla in 1862.  Photo by Emma Kazaryan

Look for 
The Sentinel 
this summer!
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Now Accepting Transfer Applications! Apply Today!
Offering undergraduate degrees in: 

 

Offering graduate degrees in: 
 

 

425.352.5000  |  www.uwb.edu 
Get 

Connected

A new student government 
was elected in May. Five of 
the six positions were filled. 
The president spot is still open. 

New student government for 2010-11
Process under way to name president

Front row (l-r) Daiting Zheng, marketing officer and secretary; 
Trang Hoang, Issues and Concerns officer; Mulu  Habteghiorgis, 
Community Service officer; back row (l-r) Princyprasath Rajan, 
vice president of Finance; Ang Li, Legislative Awareness and 
textbook officer.  Photo by Betsy Berger

According to Monica Lundberg, 
program manager in Student 
Life, the president position will 
be filled in fall quarter. 

These students will serve 
as the United Student Associa-
tion (USA) in the 2010-2011 
academic year. 

Students in USA work at 
least 13 hours per week. They are 
paid a salary, which comes from 
Services and Activities fees. 

The president, in part, 
chairs USA meetings and 
represents the college at Seattle 
Community College board of 
trustees meetings. Anyone in-
terested in serving as president 
can contact Lundberg by email 
at mlundberg@sccd.ctc.edu or 
in person in the Jerry Brockey 
Student Center (JMB 126).

More specific information 
on USA can be found online at 
southseattle.edu. Click on the 
Student Resources link and then 
the Student Government link.

15 minutes, one cookie

Parking fines go 
up next month
By Emma Kazaryan

Effective July 1, fines for 
parking on campus without pay-
ing will increase, as will other 
fines.

Parking without a permit, 
parking in the wrong area, park-
ing in the fire lane and being 
improperly parked will now cost 
$15 instead of $10. 

Parking in a handicapped 
space without a valid handicap per-
mit will cost $100 instead of $50. 

A forged or stolen permit 

will invoke a fine of $75 rather 
than $25, as it did previously. 

One price that will stay 
the same is the cost of park-
ing permits. The cost of a 
quarterly parking permit for 
students is based on the num-
ber of credits taken, starting at 
$21.25 for up to five. A daily 
permit is $2.

More parking information 
is available on the South Se-
attle Community College Web 
site at southseattle.edu. Click 
on Campus Information. 

With questions such as “I 
feel comfortable expressing my 
opinions on a variety of top-
ics,” the campus administration 
wants to know how students feel 
about a variety of matters.

And for filling out the sur-
vey students will get a cookie 
from Bernie’s.

The survey takes approxi-
mately 15 minutes. The survey 
link was mailed to student e-
mail accounts.

It is also available at http://
tinyurl.com/SSCCsurvey.

The coupon for the cook-
ie will be the survey comple-
tion page. Print it and bring 
it to Bernie’s Pastry Shop in 
Cascade Court to redeem it 
for one free cookie. Cookies 
are available from 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesday, June 8, only.

The goal of the survey is 
to help the college put togeth-
er better student programs.

receives the machine, Ber-
nie’s staff will be trained to 
use it and food stamps will 
be accepted that same week. 
According to Mike Ryan, dean 
of Hospitality and Service op-

erations, the pilot program may 
begin summer quarter and run 
through the fall. 

Illegal talking
On June 10, a new cell 

phone law takes effect, with no 
grace period. The law makes it a 
primary offense to talk (without 
a hands free device) or text on a 
cell phone while driving.

The complete law is acces-
sible at: www.drivinglaws.org/
washington.php.

EBT from Page 4
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CAMPUS AFFAIRS
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By Sekani Perkins

A storm has been brewing 
on campus and it has nothing to 
do with the rain. A battle over 
money will take place at South 
Seattle Community College.

On June 10, students will 
gather to rally against a cut to 
financial aid. 

The new policy affects 12 
community colleges in Washing-
ton state and all three colleges in 
the Seattle Community College 
district. 

The changes include a 
75 percent cut in funding for 
students in the Basic Food Em-
ployment and Training (BFET) 
program. SSCC serves approxi-
mately 600 students through the 
BFET program. BFET provides 
services such as education and 
skills training to food-stamp 
recipients. 

The policy changes mean 
that 425 current BFET students 
will have to come up with a way 
to pay for college.

Earlier this year, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) reduced the number 
of students eligible for benefits 
through the food stamp program.  

This number will reduce 
drastically this summer to 175. 
This is a serious issue for stu-
dents who are half way through 
their course of study or better 
yet on the verge of graduating.  

The new policy has drawn 
the interest of Dr. Jill Wakefield, 
the chancellor of Seattle Com-
munity Colleges. 

In a letter to U.S. Sens. 
Patty Murray and Maria 
Cantwell, Wakefield prompts 
them in asking for the new guid-
ance policy to be reevaluated 
and to consider the impact this 
will make in the lives of many 
students who are already strug-
gling in poverty.

“We always encourage 
students to apply for financial 
aid because you never know 
when issues such as this one 
will come about,” said Darnell 
Franklin, program assistant for 
the Worker Retraining Program 
here at SSCC.

Earlier this year, the Depart-
ment of Social and Health Ser-
vices (DSHS) discovered they 
made a mistake when qualifying 
students for fully paid tuition.  

The federally funded 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) students 
paperwork got mixed up with 
the state-funded Food Assis-
tance Program (FAP) students.  
This mistake went unnoticed for 
almost five years.  

BFET provides access and 
services to food stamp recipients 

in Washington state. Some of 
the services include job search 
training, education and skills 
training and support 
services to Basic 
Food recipients. 

The BFET 
program began as 
a pilot during the 
2005-2006 academic 
year. Funding for the 
Basic Food Employ-
ment and Training 
(BFET) grant is 
provided through 
the United States De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (USDA) Food and Nutrition 
Service (FNS). 

If you are a student whose 
Basic Food Program is federally 
funded through Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), you will not be af-
fected by this new policy.

If, however, you are a stu-
dent whose Basic Food Program 
is state funded through Food 
Assistance Program (FAP), you 
are no longer eligible.

Funds are provided to the 
State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges (SBCTC) 
through DSHS from the USDA. 

Of the students enrolled in 
the BFET program, 76.6 percent 
complete their programs of 
study and obtain employment.

Letters have been sent out 
to all students at South Se-
attle Community College who 
participate in DSHS Region 4 
representative. The letter said:

“In order to be eligible for 
BFET activities through USDA, 
the participant must be receiv-

ing the benefits from the Federal 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP).

“The student 
cannot be receiving 
State Food Assistant 
Program (FAP) ben-
efits and be eligible 
for federally-funded 
BFET services.

“It has come to 
our attention that 
there are a significant 
number of current 
BFET clients that 
were incorrectly 
approved for BFET 

participation prior to this clari-
fication.

“The White Center Commu-
nity Services Office (CSO) staff 
are reviewing the BFET State 
Food Assistant cases (FAPs) and 
will send a list to each college 
and Community Based Organi-
zations (CBO) of the ineligible 
clients.

“Clients who are no longer 
ineligible will have their cases 
closed out at the end of spring 
quarter.”

There is a possible solu-
tion to this funding problem. 
If a student who is ineligible 
for BFET funding can come up 
with 50 percent state funding be 
it an Opportunity Grant, Divi-
sion of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion (DVR), Worker Retraining, 
Foundation Scholarship or any 
other form of state funding, 
BFET will then provide the 
other 50 percent for the stu-
dent’s tuition.

Changes will take effect 
July 1.

Students to lose financial assistance
BFET makes cuts to program

Darnell Franklin

By Emma Kazaryan

For four years, Mark Mit-
sui served as the vice president 

for 
Student 
Services 
at South 
Seattle 
Com-
munity 
College. 
This 
month, 
he will 
pack 
up and 

move to North Seattle Com-
munity College as its new 
president.

Before coming to SSCC, 
Mitsui worked in student ser-
vices, instruction and admin-
istration at Green River and 
North Seattle community col-
leges and at Renton Technical 
College.  He has experience in 
the private sector in the health 
and wellness field.  

While at SSCC, Mistui 
earned national recognition 
for student success strategies 
and for obtaining one of the 
first Department of Educa-
tion grants to serve Asian and 
Pacific Islanders.  

Kim Manderbach, dean 
of Enrollment and Student 
Services, was appointed in-

terim vice president for Student 
Services until Mitsui’s vacancy 
is filled. 
She will 
be in that 
position 
until Dec. 
31.

Man-
derbach 
has been 
the Stu-
dent Ser-
vices vice 
president 
in the past. 

In a press release, Mitsui 
said he was excited about his 
presidency at the North campus, 
but that he would “miss every-
body here at South.” 

SSCC veep goes North

Mark Mitsui
Kim Manderbach

Class Time Exam Date Exam Time
7:00 am, TTh Mon., June 14 8:00 am - 10:00 am

11:00 am, Daily, MWF Mon., June 14 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

2:00 pm, MWF, MW Mon., June 14 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

7:00 am, Daily, MWF Tues., June 15 8:00 am - 10:00 am

10:00 am, Daily, MWF Tues., June 15 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

1:00 pm, Daily, MWF Tues., June 15 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

8:00 am, Daily, MWF Wed., June 16 8:00 am - 10:00 am

12:00 pm, MWF, MW Wed., June 16 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

1:00 pm, TTh Wed., June 16 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

9:00 am, Daily, MWF Thurs., June 17 8:00 am - 10:00 am

12:00 pm, Daily, TTh Thurs., June 17 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

2:00 pm, TTh Thurs., June 17 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Finals for evening classes are held during finals week on the last meeting day of the 
class, at the regularly-scheduled time.

CORRECTED
Final Examination Schedule

Spring Quarter 2010
College Preparatory/Transfer

The finals schedule printed in the Spring 2010 Quarterly Class Schedule is incorrect.  
Please refer to the dates and times below for the correct final exam dates and times.

www.southseattle.edu
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Undergraduate Evening Degree Program

2010-11
Get the UW Evening Advantage

 Earn a well-respected UW degree

 Study with renowned UW faculty

 Attend full or part time

 Build your résumé with internships and research projects

By Sekani Perkins

Jessie Moore decided it was 
time to go back to school.  This 
decision, however, was no easy 
feat to make real.  For the past 
year, she has been living at the 
Noel Women’s Shelter in down-
town Seattle. 

 “I first stepped foot at 
South Seattle Community 
College in 1993,” Moore said. 
“I dropped out in 1995 due to 
issues with my daughter,” she 
added. 

Moore’s daughter was a 
teenager at the time, and the two 
had just moved to Seattle from 
St. Louis, Ill.  “I did not want to 
lose my daughter to the streets. 
This was a new city that we 
both were not familiar with, so I 
dropped out of school,” Moore 
said. 

When she dropped out, 
Moore was only three credits 
away from an associate degree 
in Accounting.  

For the past 15 years, 
Moore has worked odd jobs to 
supplement her income.  In the 
process of returning to school to 
complete her degree, she real-

Homeless but not hopeless
When all is said and done:‘Education is for everyone’

ized she was in need of com-
puter skills. 

Moore met with Arne Reed, 
the credential evaluator.  It 
turned out that half of Moore’s 
accounting credits were transfer-
rable to the Business Informa-
tion Technology courses she was 
taking. 

“I figured I might as well 
get the certificate so I can take 
full advantage of my time out of 
the shelter,” Moore said. 

The policy at the shelter 
where Moore resides states 
that occupants must leave the 
facility at 7 a.m. and return at 6 
p.m.  “If I have to go to school 
in rain, sleet or snow, I might as 
well be in a place where I can 
learn something.  So I focused 
on working toward a second 
degree,” Moore said.  “I can’t 
come to school for a certificate.  
I can’t do anything with a cer-
tificate.  I am too old for that.” 

 Moore’s homeless situation 
is not the typical, run-of-the-
mill story.  She became home-
less by choice not by force.  

“I put myself in this posi-
tion . . . because I wanted to 
return to school. I could not do 
it from the place I was living 
because my house was full of 
chaos.  It was like déjà vu; I was 
having reoccurring issues with 

my daughter, yet this time she 
was an adult.”

Moore started searching for 
a shelter that would be suitable 
to her needs.  She needed a 
place where she could have un-
limited movement so she could 
attend school.

 “I yearned for a nice, 
quiet place to study and live in 
peace,” Moore said.

 Moore returned to school 
April 2009 after being away for 
16 years.  After she graduates 
this spring, she plans on at-
tending City University here on 
campus to obtain her bachelor 
degree.  

Moore has been on the 
SSCC dean’s list for the past 
two quarters.  In fall 2009, she 
had a 3.77 grade-point average, 
and in winter 2010 she had a 
4.0.

 “All the information that 
I have learned from school is 
going toward helping me run 
my business,” Moore said. She 
wants to open a non-profit nurs-
ing home.

“The message I want all 
people to grasp from my story is 
that education is for everyone.   
There is no requirement for age. 
You can be 5 years old or 50 
years old. You have the right to 
an education.” 

Jessie Moore in the classroom -- and her diploma. Photo by 
Sekani Perkins


