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How old are you?
What is your occupation?

do you trust 
the  government?

What is your name?

how many people live in your residence?

What is your race?

Who lives in your house?what is
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lephone number?

Will you participate?

where do you live?
OWN OR RENT?

who lives with you? 
Will you
be on 
time?

do you 

know what that is?
Are you ready? 
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CAMPUS VOICES

Tell us 
whaT 
you 

Think
The Sentinel welcomes 
your reactions to what 
we put in the paper. Send 
your comments to: 

The Sentinel
South Seattle C C
6000 16th Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA  98106
JMB 119, Student Life 

or email to
sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu 

(206) 764-5333

Advisor
Betsy Berger

bberger@southseattle.edu

The
Sentinel
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Emma
Kazaryan

Trang
Nguyen

Sekani
Perkins

GuesT Column / NAME NAMEsTaff Column /IRINA VEREVKINA 

Irina
Verevkina

Tony 
Freiss

Computer use at South Se-
attle Community College should 
be a privilege. During peak 
hours from 9 to 11 a.m. nearly 
every computer is in use. The 
computer lab policy states that 
“Academic use of the comput-
ing resources takes priority.” It 
is also in the policy that “Com-
puter abuse/misuse WILL NOT 
BE TOLERATED.”

However, the majority 
of students who frequent the 
library do not do so purely for 
academic purposes. I am abso-
lutely outraged at the students 
who abuse this given privilege 
and break the rules and instead 
use the computers for entertain-
ment purposes, such as Face-
book, Myspace and Youtube. I 
am especially outraged when 
there are students waiting at 
nearby tables which are spaced 
out amidst the library, who 
actually need the computers for 
homework and research. 

Student Stephen Marks-
bury believes that it isn’t unfair 
if the computers are used for 

Stop logging 
onto Facebook

entertainment purposes, but it is 
unfair when there are students 
waiting. “I think it should be 
monitored to some extent,” 
he said, “but if people need to 
do academic stuff, then yeah, 
people using Facebook need to 
be booted off. They should have 
library police.” 

In fact, there are “library 
police.” Shireen Deboo, librar-
ian, declined to comment on the 
library police, but did say that 
it’s the responsibility of Infor-
mation Technology to monitor 
the computers, implying that it 
is not the job of the librarian. 
However, the position of power 
on campus lies in staff and 
administration. Is it really that 
hard while sitting at the refer-
ence desk and noticing that there 
are students on the edge of their 
seats waiting for an available 
computer, to walk around the 
room and ask someone sitting 
on a non-academic site to leave? 

Moreover, while conduct-
ing my interview, a student 
happened to walk by, talking on 

his cell phone, clearly violating 
the rule of no cell phones in the 
library. But was he asked to get 
off his phone? No, he was not. 

In this case, I am outraged 
not only at students, but staff 
alike. 

Patri-
cia Naylor, 
librarian, 
said, “A lot 
of things 
that people 
look at are 
covered by 
intellectual 
freedom. 
They can 
look at 
anything they want to.” Naylor 
added, “If people are wait-
ing, it’s unfair. The problem is 
nobody comes up and says ‘I’m 
waiting’.” 

Ah, a good point is made, 
but if it isn’t the librarians’ job 
to monitor the computers, what 
good would it do to say, “I have 
a paper to write and that bozo is 
sitting there on Facebook.” We 

would be told to contact Infor-
mation Technology because it is, 
after all, their job.   

Information Technology, 
who is in charge of monitor-
ing the computers, could not be 
reached for comment.

Furthermore, what good 
are they if every single time I 
frequent the library between my 
morning classes, more than half 
of the students are sitting on a 
social networking site or sending 
e-mails. Note that this is during 
the peak hours and the policy 
states that no personal e-mails 
are to be sent during these hours. 
It is evidently obvious that the 
job is not getting done. 

It isn’t fair and it doesn’t 
follow policy. It’s utterly frus-
trating when I need to print a 
two page essay and I’m waiting 
at a table for more than 30 min-
utes next to a group of women 
discussing last week’s episode of 
Jersey Shore while some guy in 
a cap straight across from me is 

GuesT Column / NAME NAMEGuesT Column /GARY OERTLI  

The 2010 census: your 
tuition could be at stake

South Seattle Community 
College is partnering with the 
U.S. Census Bureau to help 
achieve a complete and accurate 
count of our nation’s growing 
population in 2010.  By sup-
porting the 2010 census, we 
will help raise awareness of this 
important initiative and work 
to increase the overall response 
rate of historically hard-to-count 
college and university students. 

Participating in the 2010 
census is an easy and important 
way to make a difference in our 
community.  Census forms will 
be mailed to the public during 
the week of March 15.  

We will encourage our 
students, staff and faculty to 
participate in the 2010 Cen-
sus through campus activities, 
classroom discussions, speaking 
engagements, regular communi-
cations and more.  

On Feb. 19, we had an 
informational session, “What is 
the Census?” in JMB 128.

We have weekly outreach 

tables on campus (near the 
Library, cafeteria and other 
areas on campus.  A staffed 
Question Assistance Center will 
be established in CC 123 (the 
old Bernie’s) from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. on the following dates to 
answer questions from cam-
pus and community members: 
March 16 and 17; April 6, 7, 13 
and 14.  

Beginning March 19, 
NewHolly will sponsor outreach 
tables outside the public library, 
and one of the classrooms will 
be used as an employment 
testing site.

Georgetown is also promot-
ing the census through market-
ing efforts. 

For more informa-
tion, please contact Monica 
Lundberg, program man-
ager in Student Life at mlun-
dberg@sccd.ctc.edu or visit 
www.2010census.gov.

Gary Oertli is interim presi-
dent of South Seattle Community 
College.

Participating in the 2010 Census and encouraging 
students to do the same are two simple ways to make 
a positive difference for ourselves, our community and 
our nation. Census data may affect the quality of life 
for students in many ways. Consider the following:

Census data guide the distribution of more than 
$400 billion annually to state, local and tribal govern-
ments, who in turn fund public colleges and universi-
ties. 

Census data affect college and university tuition 
grant and loan programs.

Scientific research depends on census data. Col-
lege and university students use census information 
for reports, statistical profiles and other research.

Businesses use census data to determine recruit-
ment efforts of college graduates, and to locate retail 
stores, new housing and other facilities. 

Decision-makers use census data to determine 
where to build new schools, new roads, child-care and 
senior centers, community facilities and more.

Read more about 
the U.S. Census 
on Page 5. 

Patricia Naylor

Continued on Page 4
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They Said It! What is your favorite 
comfort food?

CAMPUS VOICES

GuesT Column / NAME NAMEGuesT Column /JULIE ROWE 

We pay; we should have a say

Photographed and compiled by Tony Freiss

Chloe Wake
PasTry and 

sPeCialTy bakinG
“Chicken noodle 

soup, when I 
make it home 
it reminds me 

of cooking with 
family.”

Jennifer 
Kelly
nursinG

“Mashed 
potatoes 

and gravy 
because they 
are warm and 
remind me of 

home.”

Parshae 
Clarke

aa Transfer
“Lasagna, because 
of the exotic blend 

of meat and cheeses 
and essential spices 

used to make this 
dish”

Rasy Bo
nursinG
“Spicy 

Asian food 
because 

 it’s 
‘comfy’” 

Trang Phan
hosPiTaliTy manaGemenT
“Chocolate mint ice 
cream because mint 
cools you down and 

I’m a chocoholic.

March seems like the time 
to share some good news on the 
progress of some projects which 
your student government has 
been working on for you.

Pursuing greater student 
representation 

I have been working with 
student governments from other 
colleges since October to pass 
a bill in the Washington state 
Legislature which would place 
a student with full voting rights 
on the Board of Trustees of the 
State Board for Community and 
Technical Colleges. 

The bill would also cre-
ate the possibility of a voting 
student trustee on the Board of 
Trustees of each community 
college. This would benefit our 
students, since, at present, we 
do not have a student member 
on the Board of Trustees of the 
Seattle Community College 
District. 

The Board of Trustees is the 
highest governing body of a col-
lege. It makes decisions which 
affect students every day. 

As president of the United 
Student Association, I attend the 
trustee’s meetings each month to 
deliver a report to them concern-
ing the projects of the United 
Student Association.

And that’s all I do. I don’t 

have any vote in any decisions 
they make that affect students. 
On the other hand, Washington 
state universities must have a 
voting student trustee on their 
boards of regents and on the 
Higher Education Coordinating 
Board. 

The student trustee bill 
was heard in the Washington 
state House of Representatives 
as House Bill 1949 (HB1949) 
and in the Senate as Senate Bill 
5827 (SB5827). On Friday, Jan. 
29, my colleagues from several 
other colleges and I testified to 
the Senate Higher Education 
and Workforce Development 
Committee in support of this 
bill. A video of the testimony 
from the Jan. 29 Senate hearing 
is online at http://www.tvw.org 
and searching “5827.” 

I am pleased to report that 
HB1949 has passed the House 
of Representatives overwhelm-
ingly, by a vote of 74-14. Our 
next step is a second Senate 
hearing in which my colleagues 
and I will again urge the Senate 
committee to pass the bill so 
that it may be enacted into law. 

Let us eat vegetables?
Many students have ex-

pressed a desire to see more 
vegetarian and vegan dishes in 
the college cafeteria. I have been 

discussing this with Michael 
Ryan, dean of Hospitality & 
Service Occupations. 

Mr. Ryan has requested 
more information from the 
student body about the types of 
entrees you would like to pur-
chase in the cafeteria, how often 
you eat there, and the prices you 
would be willing to pay. In order 
to give our students improved 
food choices, we really need to 
hear from you who are affected 
by this. Please e-mail me at the 
address provided below or bring 
written suggestions to the USA 
offices in JMB 131.

USA supports your interests
I continue to serve as a 

member of two campus-wide 
committees: the College Council 
and the Presidential Search 
Committee. 

The College Council is 
comprised of student representa-
tives, faculty members and staff 
members. It is an advisory board 
which makes recommendations 
to the college administration on 
ways to improve the campus. 

The Presidential Search 
Committee handles the process 
of selecting candidates for the 
position of president of South 
Seattle Community College. 
This has been open since Jill 
Wakefield was promoted to 

chancellor of the district in the 
beginning of 2009. Gary Oertli 
has been serving as our Interim 
President at SSCC since then. 
I am pleased to represent the 
voice of the student body on 
both of these committees.

Mark Ma, Academic Suc-
cess officer for the USA, will be 
hosting an Academic Success 
event on Thursday, March 4, in 
the Jerry Brockey Student Cen-
ter. All students are welcome 
and encouraged to attend this 
event to find out information 
about how to achieve academic 
success.

The members of the USA 
want to meet you! In addition 
to visiting several classrooms 
throughout the quarter, we have 
been setting up an outreach 
table each Wednesday at various 
locations on campus, including 
Bernie’s, the Library Foyer, and 
the Clocktower Plaza. Look for 
the table with our dark blue ban-
ner and let us know how we can 
be of service to you.

Julie Rowe is president of 
the United Student Association. 
She can be reached at ssccusap-
resident@sccd.ctc.edu or (206) 
768-6752. 

mission  
sTaTemenT

The Sentinel is solely 
funded by the students 
of South Seattle Commu-
nity College, and there-
fore should function to 
first serve the students, 
as well as the adminis-
tration, faculty and staff.

 The Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 
and that are deemed 
to be of interest to the 
students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor to 
inform the reader, express 
opinions, and entertain.

The Sentinel is a 
member of the West 
Seattle/White Center 
communities. As such, 
we shall strive to inform 
and include these com-
munities of and in our 
newspaper and inform 
the SSCC campus of 
these communities, their 
activities and their per-
sonalities.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintain-
ing the highest stan-
dards in print journal-
ism, paying attention to 
accuracy and fairness in 
reporting.

The Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student 
reporters and write 
articles that reflect the 
broad cultural diversity 
of our campus popula-
tion.

Carol 
McSharry-Griffin
indePendenT sTudy of arTs
“Spicy potatoes au gratin 

because I’m Irish.”
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

By Emma Kazaryan

There is a group of students 
on this campus who can take up 
to 18 credits for free. They can 
register for classes one week in 
advance. If they qualify for free 
or reduced lunch at their high 
schools, they are eligible to bor-
row free textbooks through the 
Textbook Loan Program.

However, these students 
may soon have to pay for a por-
tion of their tuition.

Senate Bill 6655 sponsored 
by senators Joe McDermott 
and Rodney Tom addresses the 
Running Start program. The 
bill moves to have Running 
Start students pay up to, but not 
exceeding, 33 percent of their 
cost of tuition. Students who 
are considered low-income will 
still be able to participate in the 
program free of charge.

Under current tuition, a 
Running Start student would pay 
no more than $200 a quarter for 
a full schedule of three classes.

Eleventh- and 12th-graders 
in Washington are able to earn 
dual high school and college 
credit for free through the Run-
ning Start program, initiated in 
1990 by the Washington state 
Legislature as part of the Learn-
ing by Choice Act. The program 

Slowing down the Running Start
serves about 9 
percent of 
high school 
juniors and 
seniors.

Mi-
chael Da-
vis, a Run-
ning Start 
student, 
appreciates 
the op-
portunity. 
“Running 
Start has 
given me a huge 
advantage going 
into a four year 
university…(the 
program) is ef-
fective in prepar-
ing and moving 
students on to col-
lege,” Davis said. 
“It’s one of the last 
places the state 
should be making 
cuts.”

The program is a financially 
sensible choice for students. 
Through Running Start, a 
student can fulfill requirements 
for the associate of arts degree, 
equivalent to two years of col-
lege.

Virginia Sullivan, Run-
ning Start adviser at SSCC, said 

that last spring 30 high school 
students graduated with their 
associate of arts.

Opinions about the bill are 
varied at SSCC.

“It would definitely be a 
drag,” Davis said of the possible 
cost, “but I guess something has 
to be cut somewhere.” Davis 

Mike Davis, a Running Start student, is 
enrolling at the University of Washington in 
the fall. Davis said taking classes at SSCC 
helped prepare him for university. Photo by 
Emma Kazaryan.

said he 
would still 
participate 
in the Run-
ning Start 
program if 
he had to 
pay.

“I 
think it’s 
a fair bill 
compared 
to the other 
ones,” Jonathan Girmatzion, 
a student and executive of 
legislative affairs at SSCC, said.  
Girmatzion said that if he knew 
about the program when he was 
in high school, he would have 
participated, even if he had to 
pay for it. “$200 every quarter is 
feasible,” Girmatzion said.

Julie 
Rowe, 
president of 
the United 
Student As-
sociation, 
said that the 
school dis-
tricts which 
now pay 
the tuition 
for Running 
Start stu-
dent should continue to do so.

 “Participating in Running 
Start is a sacrifice when you 
consider the time and effort 

Running Start students put into 
their studies,” Rowe said. “The 
financial aspect compensates 
students for that extra effort,” 
Rowe added, though she thinks 
that the costs would minimally 
discourage enrollment in the 
program.

Due to the state budget defi-
cit, heavy cuts are being made to 
educational programs.

“State law requires that I 
submit a balanced budget and 
that is what I have done,” Gov. 
Christine Gregoire wrote in the 
Proposed 2010 Budget & Policy 
Highlights, “but let me clear, 
this is not a budget that I like.” 

Proposed cuts include elimi-
nation of the Work Study pro-
gram and reduction of the State 
Need Grant by approximately 
$52 million to community and 
technical college students.

The Work Study program 
allows low-income students to 
earn money toward their tuition 
through part-time employment.

The State Need Grant is 
an award which provides the 
lowest-income students with the 
funds necessary to pursue under-
graduate degrees.

The Washington state 
Legislature will be in session 
until March 11, and all budget 
decisions are scheduled to be 
finalized by then. 

watching a Lil’ Wayne video. 
Student Yemi Adebiyi 

favors the the library getting 
more computers. Which is most 
likely not possible with even 
more budget cuts coming our 
way. 

“There 
should be a 
designated 
area for en-
tertainment 
and the 
rest should 
be for 
academics,” 
Adebiyi 
added. “But 
the comput-
ers can’t really be monitored 
because people can minimize 
windows to make it look like 
they’re doing something.”

True, people can minimize 
windows, but if there was a 
conscious effort made on behalf 
of Information Technology and 
the librarians, I’m sure that the 
problem could be minimized, as 
well. 

What I propose next is 
a number of solutions to this 
problem. 

First, the library is the not 
the place for a sit-down discus-
sion. If you are looking to chit-
chat, there is a cafeteria across 

from the library, there are 
walkways with comfortable 
chairs and there is Bernie’s. 
Please take advantage of 
those places and move your 
conversation to a different 
location. 

Second, the library needs to 
be more effectively monitored. 
A proactive step needs to be 
taken to ensure that students, 
who should have priority in 
theory, actually do get that 
priority, literally. Also, at any 

Continued from Page 2

Yemi Adebiyi

public library, users have a 
limited amount of time on any 
given computer. From the mo-
ment when they log on, they are 
timed. 

If the campus library isn’t 
able to be effectively moni-
tored and students are still 
frolicking and passing time, 
perhaps there should be a 
time limit on the computers at 
SSCC, as well. 

This way, students can do 
whatever they wish to do on the 

Jonathan 
Girmatzion

Julie Rowe

computers, but they will only 
have a certain amount of time to 
do so. 

Plus, with talks of computer 
viruses going around at SSCC, 
I am not surprised. Has anyone 
ever heard of filtering? 

The last and most feasible 
thing that the library can put in 
effect is to at least section off an 
area and turn it into a printing 
station with a time limit of, let’s 
say, 10 minutes. Students, who 
simply need to print and go, 

can do so, without having to 
wait 40 minutes for an available 
computer. 

The library is meant to a 
quiet study space where stu-
dents can go to do homework 
and concentrate. So please, 
let’s have some consideration. 
Let’s lower our voices, log off 
of Facebook and give up our 
computer to somebody who 
actually needs it. Let’s turn the 
library back into what it is: A 
LIBRARY. 
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Lose something?
Lost & Found  JMB 135

By Emma Kazaryan

The week of March 15, 
people who live in the United 
States will receive a form in 
the mail.  They will be asked to 
complete the form and mail it 
back. Completion of the form is 
required by law.  

It’s the U.S. Census. The 
census is a count conducted 
every 10 years of the population 
of the United States. 

The census determines the 
number of people in the House 
of Representatives that each 
state will have. It also influ-
ences how federal funds will be 
distributed for neighborhood in-
frastructure and services such as 
hospitals, schools, job training 
centers, bridges and tunnels. The 
government distributes more 
than $400 billion every year to 
local, state and tribal govern-
ments based on census data.

Representatives in the 
House are delegated based on 
population data collected in the 
census. The more seats a state 
has in the House, the more influ-
ence that state has in Congress. 
The number of representatives a 
state has also dictates how many 
votes that state 
would have in 
the Electoral 
College. The 
Electoral Col-
lege is used to 
elect the president of the United 
States. 

However, the census also 
counts non-citizens and illegal 
residents who are not able to 
vote for their representatives in 
Congress. An illegal resident 

may not be penalized for partici-
pation in the census. 

By law, the Census Bureau 
cannot share census answers 
with anyone including govern-
ment agencies such as Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement 
or the IRS. Individual census 
data is not made public until 72 
years after it is collected. After 
72 years the individual data is 
sent to the National Archives 
and made public for genealogi-
cal research purposes.

Participation in the census 
is required by law.  If a resi-
dence does not submit a census 
form by April a Census Bureau 
employee will visit the home 
to follow up. Non-participation 
may result in a $5,000 fine.

The Census Bureau esti-
mates that for each percentage 
point of the population that 
does not return a form during 
the 2010 Census, it will cost ap-
proximately $85 million to have 
census workers make personal 
visits to obtain missing informa-
tion.

South Seattle Community 
College is working with the U.S. 
Census Bureau to help achieve a 
complete and accurate count.  A  

Question As-
sistance Center 
will be set up 
in CC 123 (the 
old Bernie’s) 
from 11 a.m.-7 

p.m. to answer questions on 
March 16 and 17 and April 6, 7, 
13 and 14.

Contact Monica Lundberg, 
program manager, for additional 
information mlundberg@sccd.
ctc.edu 

The national count 
starts next month

By Emma Kazaryan

 “We have had several in-
cidents that have occurred that 
have been disruptive to us as a 
community,” said Cessa Heard-
Johnson, dean of Diversity and 
Retention and Student Life to 
be begin the meeting. 

On Feb. 4 Heard-Johnson 
and Student Life convened a 
Equity in Educational Suc-
cess workshop as a follow-up 
to November’s “No Hate, Not 
Here Not Anywhere” meeting, 
which addressed incidents of 
bias on campus (see January 
Sentinel). 

The purpose of the Equity 
in Education workshop was 
to “let the campus community 
know that these incidents are 
taking place and to send the 
message that it’s not okay,” 
Heard-Johnson said.  

At the workshop attendees 
were given a packet which 
explained the newly-instituted 
Bias Incident Response/Sup-
port Team (BIRST), gave 
contact information of BIRST 
members and explained how to 
report an incident of bias.  In-

 
Equity in education

At the Equity in Education workshop, Tracy Flynn from Safe School’s Coalition emphasized the 
importance of being a supporter of people who are victims of bias incidents. The workshop was held 
as a result of many incidents of bias in fall quarter. Photo By Emma Kazaryan

formation about BIRST as well 
as a confidential way to report 
incidents of bias is available via 
the SSCC website. 

During Heard-Johnson’s 
opening statements, 
a woman in the 
audience interrupted 
to ask why people 
from the LaRouche 
organization were 
allowed on campus.  
Activists from the 
self-proclaimed 
political action com-
mittee LaRouche 
have set up booths 
on campus with 
posters of President 
Barack Obama, 
likening him to Hitler. Heard-
Johnson said that the LaRouche 
activists were not allowed on 
campus and were escorted off 
campus once their presence was 
reported since they did not have 
endorsement from a campus 
group or organization. 

The rest of the workshop 
was facilitated by Tracy Flynn 
from Safe School’s Coali-
tion.  Flynn emphasized the 
importance of being an ally 

for victims of incidents of bias 
and actively sending the mes-
sage that bias is not acceptable.  
“When we do something, we are 
saying that behavior is not OK. 

There are three types 
of discrimination: 
silence, denial and 
active participation,” 
Flynn said. 

A student who 
wished to remain 
anonymous said the 
workshop wasn’t 
engaging, saying, “It 
was very informa-
tive, but I wouldn’t 
have come if my class 
didn’t require it.”  

Another student, 
Thomas Aiello III, found it valu-
able but, “it could have been 
more in depth…it was the down 
and dirty, but I guess you can’t 
teach (diversity and understand-
ing) in 50 minutes.” 

Heard-Johnson said that 
she hoped to organize a more 
intensive Safe Zone Training in 
the future.  “I’m sad that these 
incidents took place, but I’m 
excited at the campus response,” 
Heard-Johnson said. 

Cessa Heard-
Johnson

U.S. Census Day is April 1. 

www.2010census.gov

Find e something?
Lost & Found  JMB 135

Wasabi, anyone?

The eating-wasabi-filled-rice contest was a hit at the Lunar New 
Year event at South Seattle Community College on Feb. 16.
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We support
breastfeeding

Private breastfeeding area in JMB 135

Brought to SSCC by the Women’s Center and the Department of 
Diversity & Retention in cooperation with Student Life Operations.

Anthology seeks 
student work

The 2010 South Seattle 
Community College Student 
Anthology is now under way 
and is accepting submissions 
from all South Seattle Commu-
nity College students. 

The anthology showcases 
traditional art, digital art, sculp-
tures, ceramics and photography 
alongside with short fiction 
stories, poems, nonfiction es-
says and other writings created 
by students at the college. Any 
work created inside or outside 
the classroom can be submitted, 
as long as the artist or author is 
attending classes at the college. 
Persons submitting may enter as 
many pieces of art or writing as 
they desire.

As one of the few antholo-
gies in all of Washington state 
to accept only student work, its 
real merit is that it recognizes a 
wide spectrum of the abundant 
creativity at SSCC.  This year 
the anthology editors are hoping 
more diverse art and literature, 
including sculptures, ceramic 
works, metal works, speeches 
and non fiction essays of any 
subject, as well as more tradi-
tional art and writing.

To submit a work of art 
or literature, contact English 

by Shireen Deboo

What is the ALA 
Bill of Rights?

The U.S. Bill of Rights com-
prises the first 10 amendments 
to the Constitution and outlines 
the foundational freedoms and 
privileges granted by our federal 
government.  

Similarly, the American Library Association chartered a 
Bill of Rights that outlines people’s rights to information.  

The charter was originally adopted in 1939. It states that 
libraries should serve all people and offer all types of material, 
regardless of the views they express.  

The ALA Bill of Rights also states that libraries have a role 
in challenging censorship and advocating for free expression 
and access to ideas.  For more on the ALA Bill of Rights, see 
our Intellectual Freedom Policy:  http://dept.seattlecolleges.
com/sslib/policies.asp

@ the Library

instructor Holly Gilman at 
hgilman@southseattle.edu for 
an application. A free copy of 
last year’s anthology can be 
picked up in the Student Life 
Office (JMB Room 135) or in 
the Olympic Hall and University 
Building lobbies. 

Deadline for all submissions 
is the last day of winter quarter, 
March 24. 

Dreamcatcher 
workshop

You can learn how to make 
dream catchers and choker neck-
laces at the Cultural Center JMB 
146 on March 4 from noon-1 
p.m. 

For more information 
contact Blake Okimow at ssc-
cculturalcenter@sccd.ctc.edu or 
(206)764-7969. 

Email 
notification

Starting spring quarter, 
students can receive automatic 
notification about their waitlist 
status.  The notification will be 
sent via email once the waitlist 
position has changed. Email 
notifications will be sent once 
a student is enrolled in a class, 

if a student is removed from a 
waitlist or has a hold which will 
prevent their registration (library 
fees, unpaid tuition, etc.).  

Engineering 
Club

The SSCC Engineering 
Club is accepting new members 
and anybody who is interested is 
welcome to join. The Engineer-
ing Club meets the second and 
third Monday of each month in 
JMB 140 from 1-2 p.m.  

Contact sscc.engineering.
club@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.

Honor Roll 
reception

The annual Honor Roll 
Reception, which acknowledges 
the academic achievements of 
nearly 800 students who earned 
president and dean’s list status 
during fall quarter 2009, will be 
held on Tuesday, March 2, from 
1:30 p.m.- 3 p.m. in JMB A&B.  

Contact Monica Lundberg 
for more information: mlund-
berg@sccd.ctc.edu or via tele-
phone at (206)768-6750. 

 

Traffic advisory
A route to South Seattle 

Community College will be 
closed to vehicles and pedestri-
ans from Feb. 22 to April 5 for 
twenty-four hours a day and 7 
days a week. The road closure 
will start on Southwest Oregon 
off of Delridge Way Southwest, 
continue on 23rd Avenue South-
west which turns into 22nd 
Avenue Southwest, and will end 
at 21st Avenue Southwest. 

There will be a detour to 
Southwest Andover on the north 
and Southwest Orchard/Dumas 
on the south. A detour will also 
be provided for Metro Transit 
Route 125. 

On-street parking will be 
restricted on many streets in 
the area to accommodate Metro 
Transit buses. 

For more information con-
tact Marybeth Turner at (206) 
684-8548.

Vendor fair
The 20th Annual Rainbow 

Fest Vendor Fair is going to 
be May 18-20 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. A $25 vendor fee can 
be paid to the cashier at South 
Seattle Community College. 
There will be no refunds after 

payment. 
To reserve a table call (206) 

764-5332.

Women’s Pride
Celebrate women’s pride 

on March 9 from noon to 3 p.m. 
in JMB A-B. There will be free 
food, a children’s event from 
11 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., a talent 
show, a keynote speaker, danc-
ers, music, singers and poetry. 

A body imaging workshop 
will take place that day at 11 
a.m. in JMB 140. 

 For more information on 
the event or to sign up for the 
talent competition, contact the 
Women’s Center at (206) 768-
6801.

Baby Diaper 
Drive

The Women’s Center is or-
ganizing a diaper drive for low-
income families. You can drop 
off donations at the Women’s 
Center JMB 148 or Student Life 
JMB 135. 

For more information, 
contact the Women’s Center at 
(206)768-6801.

Prayer 
Space

Cascade Court 
Room 315

Monday - 
Thursday
noon-7:30 pm

Friday
noon-5 pm

All 
are 

welcome
4x7 TCk.indd   2 9/11/09   2:02 PM
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By Sekani Perkins

Centralia, Washington is a 
city on the verge of tremendous 
exposure and I have the privi-
lege of exposing it.  The city is 
small but has a huge impact on 
a large amount of people in the 
state of Washington.  

Located in the southwestern 
part of our beautiful state, this 
small city of 14,000 has a rich 
history. 

In pioneer days, Centralia 
was the halfway stopover point 
for stage coaches operating be-
tween the Columbia River and 
Seattle. 

 Some of the notable natives 
include Toronto Blue Jays first 
baseman Lyle Overbay, former 
NBA star Detlef Schrempf at-
tended Centralia High School as 
an exchange student, and MLB 
outfielder Bob Coluccio to name 
a few.

This city is a city that 
represents a historical heritage 
that shall not go unnoticed any 
further.   The city of Centralia 
was founded by a man named 
George Washington.  

This George Washington, 
however, is not the George 
Washington we all come to 
know.  The George Washington 
I am speaking of was born Aug. 
15, 1817, in Frederick County, 
Virginia, to a mother of English 
descent.

Soon after George’s birth, 
his mother left him with a 
couple named Anna and James 
Cochran, who raised him.  
While Washington was a child, 
the Cochrans moved west to 
Ohio and then to Missouri.

Washington was schooled at 
home where he learned to cook, 
sew and tan hides.  By the age 
of 20, he moved out on his own, 
building his own home which 
was destroyed later due to a 
flood.

Afterward, he bought a pat-
ent to make whiskey in Illinois, 
but was forced to stop because 
it was illegal at the time for 
certain people to manufacture or 
sell alcohol.

So Washington headed west 
and the Cochrans joined him.  
On March 15, 1850, the family 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              Page 7 

Christian Student Club
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sites.southseattle.edu/thesentinel

Perspective

A fresh look at our history
set out with a wagon train head-
ing west.

They first settled in Oregon 
City, but within a few years 
crossed the Columbia River 
into what would soon become 
Washington Territory.  They left 
Oregon City was due to bar-
ring of a people the lawmakers 
deemed odd or strange.

In 1852, Washington began 
a claim where the Skookum-
chuck River joins the Chehalis 
River, becoming the fourth 
settler in the area where he 
would later found the town of 
Centralia.

The spot had long been a 
home of the Chehalis tribe, and 
Washington recognized the river 
junction as a prime spot for a 
settlement.

He cleared land, built 
a cabin and began farming.  
Washington and the Cochrans 
filed a claim for 640 acres of 
land in the area. 

After the claim was ap-
proved based on four years of 
residency the Cochrans deeded 
the property to their son, since 
Washington Territory did not 
prevent strange or peculiar 
people from owning land.

 In his 50s, some years 
after his parents passed away, 
Washington met his wife Mary 
Jane Cornier.  Years went by 
and the town was 
gradually beginning 
to thrive.  

The Northern 
Pacific Railroad 
started advancing 
north from the Co-
lumbia River to the 
Puget Sound and in 
route crossed paths 
with Washington’s 
Lands.

The Washing-
tons recognized that 
their land would 
be a central point 
for the railroad and 
made plans to start 
a town. Over dinner 
they strategized 
what the town 
would look like.  

On Jan. 8, 1875, 
the Washingtons 
filed the blueprints 

for their town, which they called 
Centerville.

An initial plat consisted of 
four blocks platted into lots. The 
Washingtons sold each lot for 
$10 to anyone who would settle 
in town.

They later filed additional 
plats, which led to the growth of 
the town. The Washingtons also 
donated land to their Baptist 
congregation.

The town grew steadily.  
But while settlers liked the loca-
tion a problem existed concern-
ing the name. Another city in 
Klickitat County shared the 
name. 

Around 1883, the name was 
changed to Centralia, based on 
a suggestion from a settler from 
Centralia, Illinois.

 In 1886 Centralia was 
incorporated. The underlying 
issue that makes the city such a 
historical place is the fact it was 
founded by an African Ameri-
can. This George Washington 
was an African American. 

In retrospect of black his-
tory month I felt I needed to 
touch basis of what African 
American history means to the 
people of Washington State.  
A history worth remembering 
is not only African American 
history, but it is our history, 
American history.

By Sekani Perkins

The month of February 
marked a time of accomplish-
ments and success for the 
Power and Promise cam-
paign. 

The Power and Promise 
campaign is a fund-raising 
campaign for Seattle Com-
munity Colleges.

The campaign was 
launched in 2006 to deliver 
the power and promise of 
education to each of the 
Seattle Community Colleges, 
the students, faculty, and 
community through academic 
excellence, student success, 
and strategic initiatives.

The event was hosted by 
Dr. Constance Rice at Seattle 
Central’s Charles H. Mitchell 
Activity Center.

Despite the economic 
slowdown, community sup-
port for the Power and Prom-
ise enabled the campaign to 
raise more than $ 34 million, 
exceeding its announced goal 
by more than $9 million.

The funds raised are 
also being applied to reten-
tion programs, scholarships, 
childcare, tutoring, and emer-
gency grants. 

In attendance of close to 
two hundred guests, the gath-
ering was a site to see.

Earica Brown for Team 
Photogenic Northwest took 
pictures of the event.

Larry Minich (North 
Seattle Community Col-
lege), Kisela Canada (Seattle 
Central Community College), 
and South Seattle’s very own 
Jonathan Habeeb-Ullah were 
all handpicked to speak at 
the engagement on behalf of 
their respected colleges. 

Habeeb-Ullah’s speech 
was the last of the trio’s and 
I had the liberty to capture 

True power
the emotional essence of his 
words:

“I remember a time not 
that long ago when I was not 
the person that you see before 
you today. 

I was the person that did 
not take on the academics of 
school; I took on the academ-
ics of life, because I felt that 
school was not the place for 
me. 

School left a bitter taste in 
my mouth because of the lack 
of confidence that the teachers 
and counselors in high school 
had in me and my future with 
no support.

In high school I had 
dreams of becoming an archi-
tect because I loved to draw 
and wanted to see something 
I created, built for people that 
would last forever, but that 
wasn’t the case.

My dreams were shot 
down before they could take 
flight. I was told I would never 
be able to do or understand 
algebra.

I was told that I would 
only come close to my dream 
of being an architect.

I was left to a goal that 
was given to me and not 
inspired by me, but by teach-
ers and counselors that didn’t 
believe in me.

I was told that the only 
goal I would be able to achieve 
was to become a drafter. 

But look at me now; I 
have completed calculus and 
half way through my physics 
courses. 

I’m on my way to getting 
my associate of science degree 
and becoming a doctor in the 
near future.” 

This is what true power 
and promise is. To help the 
have-nots; have, and to push 
students into the realm of 
power.

George Washington, founder of the city of 
Centralia, Wash., became a great rifleman 
and taught himself how to read.  Picture 
courtesy of www.centralia.com/history.htm

 

Celebrate with us
March 9 in JMB A & B

Noon to 3 p.m.

Free Food
Children event: 11 a.m.-11:45 am.

Performing Competition

Dance Music

SingersPoetry
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COMMUNITY

Pick up 
your 

student 
handbook 

in 
JMB 135

 
(down the hall from 

the Bookstore)

It’s FREE!

‘

A Great Job  
on Campus

Office Assistant at 
Student Life 

$9/hr
 

T, W, Th. 8 a.m.-noon ONLY 
No retirement or health benefits

  
-Two years experience in an office set-
ting (at least 6 months at SSCC) 
-Customer service experience 
-Good written and oral comm. skills 
-Real experience with Word and Excel 
-Must have original S S card

Send cover letter, resume and 
two professional references 
to:  
Della Beebe 
Office of Student Life 
South Seattle Community     
College 
6000 16 Ave SW, 4JMB 135 
Seattle, WA 98106

Contact Holly Gilman at 
hgilman@sccd.ctc.edu. Extra copies of last 
year’s anthology can be picked up in JMB 135.

See yourself in the student 
   anthology. 

A helping hand

Tessa Wilder, a USA ambassador served fried rice along with 11 other student volunteers at 
the Seattle Union Gospel Mission Feb. 9. The volunteers helped serve the meal from 3:30-
6:30 p.m. Photo by Jenny Li

WORK OUT 
ON CAMPUS

at the SSCC Fitness Center 

Monday and Wednesday 8-8:45, noon-3:45

Tuesday  8-3:45

Thursday  8:30-6:30

Friday  8-8:45, noon-5:30


