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By Irina Verevkina

During his last year in prison, John Jones, not his 
real name “needed a plan for when I got out… I needed 
people to take me seriously.” When he finally did get 
out, he “made treatment the most important thing.” 

Jones completed 36 months of treat-
ment, and several years later, after getting 
laid off from his job, decided that it was 
time to go back to school. “For me, it was 
really simple,” he said. “I got laid off, I saw 
an article about SJI (Seattle Jobs Initiative) 
and I half-heartedly went.” 

His reason for not attending school 
earlier was fear. “I didn’t go back to school 
because of fear and other stuff, like treatment. The more 
I thought about it, I felt it was time to go back to school. 
My concern was how teachers would respond and how 
students would respond.”

In 2000 Jones was released from McNeil Island 
Corrections Center in Stei-
lacoom. He had spent six 
and a half years in prison 
and was now registered as 
a Level III Sex Offender 
upon his release. 

Sex offenders are 
grouped into three levels. 
Level I sex offenders 
are at the lowest risk to 
re-offend. Many are first-
time offenders and have 
successfully participated 
in treatment programs. 

Level II sex offenders 
present a moderate risk to 
re-offend. They may be 
considered Level II be-
cause of the nature of their 
previous crime and often have more than one victim 
and/or took advantage of a position of trust and author-
ity, such as a teacher, coach or babysitter.

Level III sex offenders pose the highest risk to 
re-offend. Many have prior sex-crime convictions as 
well as other criminal convictions. Violence may have 
been used in their crimes, and some have predatory 
characteristics and may seek out victims unknown to the 

offender.
Jones is not the first, nor is he 

the only, sex offender attending 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege. This quarter, he is one of two 
registered Level III sex offenders. In 
the past, according to James Lewis, 
director of Security, there have been 
eight at the most, five Level IIs and 
three Level IIIs. 

Jones said of his coming to 
SSCC in 2008, “The first thing I decided was I needed 
to go straight to the force: Security. James sat down and 
explained everything. His attitude was positive so a lot 
of my fears went away.”

There is a protocol a sex offender who enrolls at 

SSCC must follow. He or she must register with the 
sheriff’s department and inform the sheriff that he 
or she intends to attend an institution. The sheriff’s 
department then notifies those institutions of higher 
education.

“All sex offenders are required to report to the 
sheriff’s department, but a lot don’t do 
it,” Lewis said. “It’s a violation of the 
Student Code of Conduct, but a lot of 
them aren’t aware [of the rule].” 

Jones sees that differently. “The 
people who try to slide under the system 
and claim ignorance, they’re liars. When 
you’re a sex offender, you know your 
basic laws.”

 On a quarterly basis a data analysis person 
compares the list of registered offenders who live in 
Seattle with the list of students who are enrolled as of 
the 10th day of the quarter. Students who appear on 
both lists are sent to the Security office and the vice 

president of Student Services office.
“It’s a balance be-

tween a student’s right 
to start fresh and public 
safety,” said Mark Mitsui, 
vice president of Student 
Services. “It’s a balance 
the college tries to main-
tain and that’s why we 
follow policy.”

Once sex offenders 
are registered, Lewis said, 
“we set up an appoint-
ment and we talk to them about what their 
offense was, how long ago, against a male or 
a female, age, see if they have a safety plan 
together, if they’re still on parole. If they’ve 
done treatment, we set up an access and egress 
plan for campus. With Level IIIs, we’ll go 

to the class and announce.” Lewis added that the 
instructor will be notified regardless of the students’ 
level status.  

However, unless the offender is a Level III and 
in some cases a Level II, students will not be notified. 
When the administration decides that notification is 
necessary in order to ensure the safety of the stu-
dents, it will come in either a verbal or written form.

 When Jones’ class was notified, he said the first 
time was scary. 

 “I always thought it was more or less how stu-
dents respond to it,” he said. “But I learned more or 
less it’s how I respond to it.”  

 Depending on individual cases, a plan will be set 
up where the offender’s access to specific locations 
may be restricted and a campus schedule indicating 
where they are at all times may be requested. “Al-
most all have been compliant.” Lewis said. 

Jones is following this plan. “I go to James and 
say I need to go to the library,” he said. “If I’m ac-
cused [of not being where I’m supposed to be], I can 
say that I have permission to be there.” 

Second chances vs. campus safety
Educational opportunities for sex offenders, too

No Hate follow-up 
Feb. 4 meeting to address what’s next 
in the effort to stand up to bias crimes

By Emma Kazaryan

The concept of campus-wide diversity training on 
campus was brought up last quarter  at the “No Hate, 
Not Here Not Anywhere” meeting (see January Senti-
nel).  The No Hate meeting was organized by the Office 
of Diversity and Retention to address incidents of bias 
on campus. 

In one incident, early in fall quarter, a student 
reported the bathroom walls vandalized with racial 
slurs and threats.  A few weeks after that, a student 
was harassed by a group of people who called him 
a derogatory name while he was walking across 
campus. 

These incidents are not isolated and the Safe 
Schools Coalition of Washington recognizes that 
fact. Since the initial No Hate  meeting, SSCC has 
partnered with Safe Schools to organize a workshop 
this quarter. Equality in Educa-
tion’s focus is to teach students 
and faculty  how to prevent and 
handle incidents of bias.  

The workshop is scheduled 
for Feb.4 and will take place in the 
Jerry Brockey Building rooms A 
and B.  The student session is from 
11 a.m. - 11:50 a.m.; the session for 
faculty, staff and administrators is 
from 2 - 3:30 p.m. 

Reservations are recommended. 
To reserve your spot and /or for more information , 
contact Cessa Heard-Johnson, dean of Diversity and 
Retention and Student Life at chjohnson@sccd.ctc.edu

Being the Biggest 
Loser pays off big
By Emma Kazaryan

Sixteen people at South Seattle Community Col-
lege are currently competing to be the Biggest Loser on 
campus.  

Based on NBC’s popular TV show, Biggest Loser 
is a friendly competition which 
provides people with an extra incen-
tive to get in shape.  At the end of 
the competition period, the person 
who has lost the most percentage of 
their starting body weight will win 
a prize.

Last year Howard Anderson, an 
instructor in the Automotive Depart-
ment, won the competition.  He 
lost more than 50 lbs., said Colby 
Keene, Recreation & Athletics specialist and organizer 
of the program.  

The competition began Jan. 13 and will con-

Cessa Heard-
Johnson

Mark Mitsui

“It’s a balance 
between a 

student’s right 
to start fresh 
and public 

safety.”
 Mark Mitsui, vice 

president of Student 
Services

Colby KeeneJames Lewis
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Tell us 
whaT 
you 

Think
The Sentinel welcomes 
your reactions to what 
we put in the paper. Send 
your comments to: 

The Sentinel
South Seattle C C
6000 16th Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA  98106
JMB 119, Student Life 

or email to
sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu 

(206) 764-5333

Advisor
Betsy Berger

bberger@sccd.ctc.edu

Monica  
Boatwright

Mission  
sTaTeMenT

The Sentinel is 
solely funded by the stu-
dents of South Seattle 
Community College, and 
therefore should func-
tion to first serve the 
students, as well as the 
administration, faculty 
and staff.

 The Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 
and that are deemed to 
be of interest to the stu-
dents of this institution. 
We shall endeavor to in-
form the reader, express 
opinions, and entertain.

The Sentinel is a 
member of the West 

Seattle/White Center 
communities. As such, 
we shall strive to inform 
and include these com-
munities of and in our 
newspaper and inform 
the SSCC campus of 
these communities, their 
activities and their per-
sonalities.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintain-
ing the highest stan-
dards in print journal-
ism, paying attention to 
accuracy and fairness in 
reporting.

The Sentinel shall ac-
tively recruit student re-
porters and write articles 
that reflect the broad 
cultural diversity of our 
campus population.

The
Sentinel

sTaff

Emma
Kazaryan

Daniel
Vu

Trang
Nguyen

Sekani
Perkins

GuesT ColuMn / NAME NAMEsTaff ColuMn /SEKANI PERKINS 

Please be more 
considerate

Irina
Verevkina

They Said It!
How safe do you feel on campus?
(This month’s front-page story focuses on sex offenders 
enrolled at South Seattle Community College. This 
month’s They Said It ties in with the story.)

CAMPUS VOICES
GuesT ColuMn / NAME NAMEGuesT ColuMn /JULIE ROWE 

Saturdays at Bernie’s

Photographed and compiled by Daniel Vu

Nora Yekan
aa Transfer

“I don’t feel safe to 
walk alone in the 

parking lot when it’s 
dark, but during day 

time it seems to be ok. 
I think there should 
be more information 

available for students 
about the security on 

the campus.”

Sophal Keo
aCCounTinG

“I have noticed more 
security patrols 

on school ground 
recently, but I was 
unaware that we 

had convicted sex 
offenders. I’m not too 
worried because I am 

a karate instructor 
and I feel capable of 
handling my own.”

Jim Woodcock
hospiTaliTy ManaGeMenT

“I personally feel very safe 
because of my background 
as a former police officer 

and Seattle firefighter 
plus years of martial arts 

training, but I do feel 
that many criminals and 
sex offenders give many 

people, especially women, 
real cause to be concerned 

for their safety.”

Wendy Zhang
aa - eduCaTion

“I feel insecure after 
knowing that there are 

such people on campus, 
the criminals, the sex 

offenders. Even though 
we have 24-hour security, 

I still think we should 
have more guards around 

the campus.”

Put yourself in my shoes. 
Have some empathy. Be more 
courteous. These are words we 
all need to be conscious of. 

Are you an idiot?  A moron 
portraying a student? Are you 
just lazy? 

Do you know when you 
pound on the ADA (Americans 
with Disability Act) doors you 
are actually striking a nerve?

 Do you know how much 
it costs to 
repair those 
doors? Do 
you know 
how often 
they have to 
be repaired? 

“The 
ADA doors 
can cost up 
to $5,000 per door,” said Eric 
Steen , the maintenance supervi-
sor at South Seattle Community 
College.

The ADA doors are not the 
only issue. The maintenance 

Students looking for a 
place to study on campus on 
Saturdays can now head over 
to Bernie’s Pastry shop in 
Cascade Court between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m.

Since the main floor of the 
library is closed on Saturdays, 
the administration has sug-
gested Bernie’s as a place for 
students to study. The com-
puter lab on the second floor of 
the library in LIB 203 is still 
open on Saturdays from 9:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m.

Advisers are key
We’re nearly halfway 

through the academic year, and 
winter quarter is the perfect time 
for students to meet with an 
adviser. Advisers are faculty who 
are designated to advise students 
and to provide them with infor-
mation so that they can make the 
best decisions concerning their 
educational goals.

Why bother to meet with an 
adviser? An adviser can show 
you which classes you will need 
and the best way to plan your 
classes so that you earn your 
degree quickly and efficiently 
without wasted effort or money.  
This is especially important 
because certain classes required 
for a degree are only offered 
during one quarter per year, and 
missing out on a class could 
keep you from graduating on 
time.

Advisers can also help you 
determine how close you are to 
earning a degree with the credits 
you have and show you the 
smartest way to apply those cred-
its. They can also recommend 
classes that suit your degree 
requirements. I strongly encour-
age all students to meet with an 
adviser at least once a year. 

Student government represents 
you with state government

The United Student Asso-
ciation (USA) has been visit-
ing classes this quarter to give 
students more chances to get 
to know us and some of the 
resources we can provide for 
them. Instructors generously in-
vited us to speak in 15 different 
classes over the first few weeks 
of this quarter. This has been a 
great opportunity for us to hear 
your questions and concerns. 

 The USA has also been 
busy distributing comment cards 
to students as part of the Com-
munity & Technical Colleges in 
Action campaign. After students 
have written their comments on 
the cards, we collect them to pass 
on to our representatives in the 
Washington state Legislature. 

Many students wrote out 
cards to let their elected officials 
know that they are concerned 
about the proposed increases 
in tuition as well as the cost of 
textbooks and other concerns. 
Get your money’s worth

Another way you can get 
more involved with your student 
government is to attend our 
upcoming event which is being 
co-hosted by the Services and 
Activities Fee Board. 

On Feb. 10, we will be 

hosting an open forum with re-
freshments in the Jerry Brockey 
Student Center Room A. To bet-
ter accommodate both morning 
and evening students, there will 
be two times, from 9 - 11 a.m. 
and from 4 - 6 p.m. 

It is our hope that many 
of our students will attend this 
event so that we can hear from 
you about the issues which af-
fect you and how we can better 
serve your needs. 

Grade requirement change
The USA has an update to 

share regarding the change in 
grade requirements for certain 
English classes. Technically, 
any grade higher than .07 is a 
passing grade and the student 
will receive credit for the class. 
However, South Seattle Com-
munity College requires that 
students who wish to move on 
to the next class must have a 
proven understanding of English 
in their previous class. 

For most classes, the re-
quired grade is 2.0 or higher to 
proceed to the next class. As of 
fall quarter, entrance into Eng-
lish 098 now requires a 2.5 or 
higher in the previous class. For 
example, a student must receive 
a grade of 2.5 or better in ESL 
097, IEP 082 or English 096 to 
enter English 098 the following 
quarter. This new policy applies 
only to English 098. 

This change came about be-
cause data showed that students 
who earned at least 2.5 or higher 
in their previous class had much 
better results in English 098, 
101 and 102. 

Use the library – it’s free.
Don’t forget that a great 

way to get access to books and 
other resources not offered on 
campus is to apply for and use 
a library card! Both the Seattle 
Public Library and the King 
County Library System offer 
free library cards which you can 
use to find many additional re-
sources and study aids. These are 
especially important for techni-
cal education students who can 
use them to access study aids for 
certification exams.

I hope to meet you at our 
Feb. 10 event. Please come by 
and say “hi.”

Julie Rowe is president of 
the United Student Association. 
She can be reached at ssccu-
sapresident@sccd.ctc.edu or 
206-768-6752

department is having an ongoing 
issue regarding the elevators as 
well, especially the elevators in 
Olympic Hall. 

“We spend $200 every 
month for repairs to each eleva-
tor,” he said. “The elevators can 
be out of use for weeks depend-
ing on what parts we have to 
send for, be it a main hydraulic 
pump, or if the motor burns 
out.” 

Pic-
ture this. 
You have a 
class on the 
second floor. 
You are 
accustomed 
to using the 
ADA doors 
along with 

the elevator on a daily basis. As 
a matter of fact, you depend on 
them because you are physically 
challenged.

Now we have a constant 
issue concerning the ADA doors 

and the elevators regarding 
repairs. 

On the one hand, you have 
people using these doors be-
cause they need to. On the other 
hand, you have people who use 
these doors because they are 
senseless, slothful and inconsid-
erate. 

Corrine Baker is physically 
challenged and relies on ADA-
compliant doors and elevators 
to get to her office on Olympic’s 
second floor.

“It is extremely difficult for 
me to go through the regular 
door due to the wind tunnel in 
the Olympic building.”

Sharan Haran, who also 
relies on the ADA, said people 
have a right to use whatever is 
available. 

“I believe all people have 
the right to use the elevators and 
ADA doors. It is public access. 

Are you an idiot?  
A moron portray-

ing a student? 
Are you just lazy? 

If people do not want to get ex-
ercise by walking up the stairs, it 
is perfectly fine with me.”  

It’s not okay with me, 
though.

We have our share of people 
who are physically challenged 
here at South, and what I am 
asking for all students, including 
myself, is to make a conscious 
effort to have some manners, 
push the elevator button for 
those who may have a difficult 
time doing so, hold the door 
open for those in need and above 
all be more considerate. 

Also, I have a special re-
quest for the students and staff 
who park near the handicap 
parking. Please be so kind as 
to leave some space to allow 
enough room for people who 
have a difficult time getting out 
their vehicles so they can access 
their motorized chairs.

sites.southseattle.edu/thesentinel

by Shireen Deboo

Better than 
search engines

If you start your open Web 
searches by using a site like 
Yahoo! or Google, you may end 
up with thousands of unreliable, 
outdated sites that are not appro-
priate for college research.  Try 
starting your search from the library website instead.  

If you need to find information on the free Web, think 
about using a source ipl.org.  

IPL is the “internet public library”---it’s a directory of 
websites organized by topic, and screened for accuracy.  Easy 
to use, with lots of selection, this is great place to “browse” the 
open Web.  

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 
in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/

@ the Library

Nur Aljabery
psyCholoGy

Even though I don’t 
stay too late at campus, 
the thought that there 

happens to be some sex 
offenders makes me feel 
unsafe. Because when 

bad things occur as 
when female students 

get assaulted, it’d be too 
late for the security to 

come and help.

Phi Le
as

I personally feel very 
safe, because I see 

security walking around 
everyday. I also believe 
that people in college 

are grown-up and 
mature, they pay for 

there education so they 
don’t want to get kicked 
out for making trouble 

like sexual harassment.

Photo by Betsy Berger

Photo by Betsy Berger
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By Emma Kazaryan

The campus was animated 
by students. The buzz of antici-
pation and the long lines at Reg-
istration and in the Bookstore 
at South Seattle Community 
College could only be indica-
tive of one thing: the start of the 
quarter. The frosty air blanketed 
the campus and the rain could 
do little to dampen spirits. 

Class after class, students 
were greeted by a syllabus and 
overview of the course. It’s a 
familiar custom; the teacher de-
clares their office hours, insists 
that no late work will be ac-
cepted and reminds the students 
to purchase their textbooks. A 

few will go 
on a tangent, 
broadcast-
ing their 
empathy and 
expressing 
indigna-
tion at the 
outrageous 
textbook 
prices.

For some students that in-
dignation falls on deaf ears.

“Tuition is going up; we 
need an alternative to save 
money,” student Kimsan Mao 
said. 

The struggle between 
students and their textbooks 
is not revolutionary. Students 
have always taken issue with 
textbooks, particularly with the 
cost.  Previous editions of The 
Sentinel report that students had 
many of the same concerns as 
students today.  

As of late, however, teach-
ers have become more active in 
their support of the movement 
toward textbook reform. 

While textbooks are tradi-
tional, some teachers are trying 
alternative methods 
to supplement the 
material taught in the 
classroom. 

Chad Hickox, 
dean of Academic 
Programs is more than 
aware of the conflict 
between tradition and 
change. “Teachers 
have entertained the 
idea” of alternatives to 
the textbook, he said.

A professor at Utah Val-
ley State College has opted to 
stop using textbooks altogether.  
Dr. Ron Hammond cut text-
books out of his curriculum 
and instead assigns handouts 
or readings which students can 
find online. Dr. Hammond said 
the reason for his new approach 

to teaching was the expense of 
textbooks.  

In March 2009, Librar-
ian Shireen Deboo published 
a report called “Traditional Text-
book Alternatives: Considering 
outlining some alternatives to 
conventional textbooks.” 

In her report, Deboo wrote, 
“The cost of course textbooks 
has long been a source of finan-
cial anxiety for college students. 
But in the past half decade, 
prices have become increasingly 
prohibitive, and that anxiety 

is affecting parents, 
teachers and adminis-
trators.” 

Deboo’s sugges-
tions for traditional 
textbook alternatives 
included digital text-
books as well as open 
courseware.  

While the Utah 
professor’s efforts 
are commendable, 

this model wouldn’t work for 
courses which rely heavily on 
textbook reading. Particularly 
in science courses, textbooks 
are necessary and frequently 
utilized. 

“The fact that a faculty 
member selects a textbook indi-
cates that they think it is valu-
able,” Hickox said.  

Also, while teachers may be 
interested in trying an alterna-
tive method, they also may be 
hesitant to stray from a time-
tested practice.  

Teachers “are embracing the 
movement [towards textbook 
alternatives]…but it’s important 
not to sacrifice quality,” Hickox 
said. “One of the benefits of 
textbooks is reasonable assur-
ance that it has been vetted by a 
qualified author.”  

Students recognize the im-
portance of textbooks as well.

 “I don’t have a problem 
buying the book as long as we 
use it,” Autasia Sagiao, a SSCC 
student, said.  

Not another textbook story

Whether teachers start 
pursuing alternative methods 
or continue to use textbooks, 
students have a few options 
that can relieve the strain of 
purchasing books. Before the 
quarter starts, students can get 
a list of required texts from 
the bookstore website and then 
purchase those books from 
private vendors via Amazon or 
eBay.  

Another option is renting 
the book from an online site 
such as Chegg.com.  Addition-
ally, students may borrow up 
to one book per quarter for free 
from the Textbook Loan Library 
in the SSCC Cultural Center.  

By Monica Boatwright

Need a USB thumb drive 
for cheap? Or maybe you’re 
looking for a slightly used cam-
era for a low price? The Lost 
and Found on campus, then, 
may be just the place for you.

During fall quarter, more 
than 200 items where turned in 
to the Lost and Found. Things 
like water bottles, thumb drives, 
eye glasses and headphones 
were common items lost. 

Already this quarter, 30 lost 
items have been turned in. Most 
of these items go unclaimed.

For some of the items that 
have names attached to them, 
like thumb drives and I.D cards, 
Lost and Found tries to contact 
the person to whom they belong. 
Still, however, some owners are 
not found. 

The few people who do 
come to the Lost and Found 
don’t always find their things. 
Part of the reason for this is 
people aren’t always turning in 
items they find.

In a campus-wide email 
sent out in January, the Lost and 
Found asked all departments to 
turn in lost items as soon as they 
get turned in and not to hold 
on to them. Students who find 
things are advised to turn them 
into Lost and Found or Campus 
Security.

Lost and Found is in 
Student Life at JMB 135. The 
policy won’t allow Student Life 
to keep lost items longer than 
one quarter. Items that haven’t 
been claimed by the end of the 
quarter must be either sold or 
given away.

Lost and Found ends up 
giving the bulk of the items 
away, leaving boxes of things 
just outside of Student Life, 
which is down the hall from the 
Bookstore.

For the rest of the items, 
Student Life assigns a suggested 
donation price to them so that 
students may buy them. Expen-
sive items like a camera will be 
priced at half the price it sold for 
in stores. If no one is buying the 

item, then Student Life lowers 
the price.

The donation money col-
lected from the sold items goes 
to fund the free coffee and tea 
in the student lounge (also in 
JMB 135). The donation money 
doesn’t bring in enough money 
to support it, however.

Gently used lanyard looking for a new home

By Sekani Perkins 

Derek Stacey Thompson 
is sort of an anomaly. While 
most senior citizens bask 
in the glory of retirement, 
Thompson, at 78 years old, 
embarked on a journey which 
had him enrolling at South 
Seattle Community College in 
the Aviation program.

Thompson was born April 
2, 1930, in Omaha, Neb. His in-
terest in planes developed at an 
early age. “For as long as I can 
remember, I have always had a 
fascination with flying,” Thomp-
son said.  “I have an engaging 
spirit.” 

Ironically, his fascination 
with planes lay dormant as he 
continued with his life. Thomp-
son dropped out of high school 
at 17 and enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy, where he worked as an 
electrical technician. 

He served in the Navy from 
1947-1952 during the Korean 
War. After the war, he enrolled 
in the University of Washington 
where he obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in Business Administra-
tion. 

From 1985 to 1988, he 
worked as a finance director for 
Kitsap Transit in Bremerton. “It 
was the company’s policy to pay 
for employee’s education if it 
related to the job,” Thompson 
said. “I took full advantage of 

that opportunity and came out a 
winner.”

From 1980 to 1986, 
Thompson served as port com-
missioner for the Port of Port 
Townsend. “This gave me the 
rare opportunity to take advan-
tage of furthering my educa-
tion,” he said, because work-
ing as the port commissioner, 
Thompson was given a stipend 
for mechanics flying  lessons. 

Thompson has a master’s 
degree of Business Administra-
tion and a master‘s of Public 
Administration from City Uni-

Derek Thompson wanted to build a plane, so he went to school

versity. “School is an important 
tool people should take advan-
tage of whenever the opportu-
nity presents itself.”

Thompson was an ac-
counting instructor at Shoreline 
Community College from 1990-
1995.

Thompson also has two 
publications. “Do It Yourself 
Federal Budget Kit” was a 
booklet and computer model 
which enabled the user to 
explore ways to balance the 
federal budget. 

“Hungry Hill” is a history 

of Thompson’s family’s experi-
ences on a Colorado homestead 
during the 1930s Great Depres-
sion.

 “One of my biggest chal-
lenges is being the independent 
person that I am. I am a do-it-
yourself hands-on kind of guy.”

When Thompson bought a 
small plane, a 1947 Taylor craft, 
his new challenge was to rebuild 
the plane from the ground up. 

This dilemma sparked 
Thompson’s enrollment in 
school. “I wanted to go to air-
craft mechanic school because I 

lacked the knowledge of how to 
build a plane.”

After two years of success-
fully completing the aviation 
maintenance technology course 
here at South Seattle Commu-
nity College, Thompson is about 
ready to embark in on another 
journey. This journey, however, 
involves giving the students at 
SSCC a little inspiration as well 
as a moral to this story. 

Never give up. You are nev-
er too old. It is never too late, 
and never say never because you 
never know what awaits you.

tinue through the week before 
winter finals. 

“[Fitness] is a popular thing 
in January; maybe it’s the whole 
New Year’s resolution thing…
people are very fitness minded,” 
Keene said.

“Private gyms bank in Janu-
ary, membership skyrockets,” 
Keene said adding that January 
for gyms is like Valentine’s Day 
for florists.   

There is no charge to join 
the competition. Competitors 
may work with Keene to de-

velop a workout regimen and for 
nutritional guidance. 

Keene said that students are 
still welcome to join.  

For those who are looking 
for a different way to be com-
petitively active on campus, 
Keene is also developing a pro-
gram called South Champions. 
The program records high scores 
for fitness areas such as weight 
lifting. Those with the highest 
scores per month are eligible to 
receive a prize.

For more information or to 
participate in the Biggest Loser 
or South Champions, email 
Keene at ckeene@sccd.ctc.edu.

The weightroom on campus could be the ticket for anyone vying 
to be the Biggest Loser. Colby Keene is in charge of the program. 
Photo by Emma Kazaryan

The charismatic Derek Stacey Thompson (in the middle) is flanked by classmates Anton Amaratunge 
(left) and David Song (right). Considered an overachiever by many, Thompson not only pushes the 
importance of academics, he also ran in marathons well into his 60s. Photo courtesy of the Aviation 
program

Unclaimed items in the Lost and Found are sold on a first-come 
basis at anywhere from 50 cents to $90. The money collected 
buys the free coffee and tea available to students five days a week 
during any quarter in Student Life. Photo by Monnii Boatwright

The Lost and Found is 
open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday during 
the quarter.

The South Seattle Commu-
nity College Lost and Found can 
be reached by telephone at (206) 
764-5332 or online at sites.
southseattle.edu/lost and found. 

“School is an 
important tool 
people should 
take advantage 

of whenever 
the 

opportunity 
presents 
itself.”

Derek Stacey 
Thompson

WORK 
OUT ON 
CAMPUS

at the SSCC
Fitness Center 

Monday and Wednesday
            8-8:45, noon-3:45

Tuesday  8-3:45

Thursday  8:30-6:30

Friday  8-8:45, noon-5:30

Information: (206) 768-6741 and
ckeene@sccd.ctc.edu 

BIGGEST LOSER
Continued from Page 1

Chad Hickox

Kimsan Mao

Lose something? eLost & Found  JMB 135

Buying textbooks is a ritual for students every quarter. After 
comparing the costs, some students get their textbooks online, 
rather than at the campus Bookstore. Photo by Daniel Vu
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CAMPUS AFFAIRS

Security incident reports
The following incidents are compiled from reports filed with South Seattle Community College Campus Security.

 Compiled by Irina Verevkina
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NEWS

Continued from Page 1

Christian Student Club
at South Seattle Community College

Tuesdays   Noon- 1 p.m.

Music Dept. RS 82

All Students Welcome!

Questions? Please email pherd@sccd.ctc.edu

We have our own Facebook page!

Join us on Facebook
Get the latest news from student government

Tell us your concerns
How to join us:
1. Log on to your Facebook account.
2. Click “Application”       
3. Search for group: “SSCC United Student Association”
4. Click and join

SSCC STUDENT GOVERNMENT ON FACEBOOK

Students, staff have mixed feelings about sex offenders at South

Two students got into a 
verbal altercation on Dec. 12, 
2009 shortly before 11:30 a.m. 
The students were working 
together in class and one of the 
two became agitated over the 
progress of their work. After the 
other student wrongly identi-
fied his own work as being the 
agitated student’s work, the 
agitated student proceeded to 
threaten his partner. Security 
was called and took statements 
from both students and other 
witnesses. Afterward, one of the 
two students voluntarily depart-
ed campus. 

On Jan. 4 at 10:45 a.m. Se-
curity was notified that a student 
was being loud and disrup-
tive in the library. The student 
had been asked to be quiet by 
other students and library staff 
but continued to be loud. The 
student was escorted out of the 
library by Security. 

On Jan. 5 at 10:30 a.m. a 
student entered Registration 
and requested to see the vice 
president of Student Services. 
An employee looked up the 
number of the vice president, 
at which point the student 

made a threatening comment. 
The student was told not to 
make such comments and was 
then shown to the vice presi-
dent’s office. 

A student was caught in 
the south parking lot by Secu-
rity smoking marijuana in his 
vehicle on Jan. 26 just before 
10 a.m. The student met with 
the vice president of Student 
Services and consented to a 
backpack and car search. The 
student was then served with 
official paperwork and escorted, 
by Security, to the bus stop. 

3.75x5 LC.indd   2 9/15/08   12:49:55 PM

FOR RENT: Arbor Heights

1 BDRM Bsmnt Apt. w/ kitchenette

ALL utilities paid, non-smoker, no pets

$550 a month              call: (206) 465-4516

should’ve thought about it be-
forehand.” 

Students and staff, on the 
other hand, have mixed feelings 
when it comes to sex offenders 
going to school at SSCC. 

 “I don’t know if I should 
be scared or not be scared,” said 
student Sandy Bounthisane. 
“But it does give me discomfort. 
I guess I don’t mind too much 
because they’re coming here for 
an education and so am I.”

 Bounthisane also said that 
the administration is doing just 
enough. “I feel better knowing 
that they have procedures to go 
through if they want to go to 
school here.” 

Another student, Aaris Beed 
said, “I think it makes it a more 
well-rounded community. We 

can learn from each other. I’m 
not fearful because there’s sex 
offenders on campus; I’m more 
concerned about the children.” 

Lisa Sever, manager of 
the Child Care Center, said, “I 
think everyone has a right to an 
education.” She is concerned 
with keeping the children safe 
on campus. “We get notifica-
tions and we work closely with 
campus Security,” Sever said. 

Student Chelsea Madura 
said, “I feel threatened and I’m 
going to be more aware of my 
surroundings.” Madura added, 
“I feel like they have a right 
to go to school, but students 
should be aware that there are 
people like that going to school 
here.” 

A student who wished to 

For Jones, being an offender 
makes things difficult as a stu-
dent. “I can’t be in study groups 
or use the library,” he said.

Jones said that the SSCC 
administration has been slow 
to respond to his needs, such 
as tutoring and computer use. 
“They really need to get it 
together,” Jones said. “Have this 
planned out instead of doing it 
as it comes.” 

Despite the difficulties, 
Jones said that the rules are fair 
and a basic necessity. “There is 
nothing that the administration 
does that I disagree with,” he 
said. “In prison, we had a saying 
when people would complain 
about food or whatever: You 

remain anonymous disagreed 
with the administration’s current 
policy. “I believe everybody 
should have a second chance if 
they’re trying to change their 
life. But everybody should know 
who they 
are. People 
should know 
and people 
should be 
cautious. I 
think Level 
IIs and IIIs 
should be 
mentioned 
and posted.” 

Julie Rowe, President of 
the United Student Association 
doesn’t believe that the offend-
ers’ rights are being violated by 
current proceedures and said, 
“If someone poses any danger, 
people in the area have a right 
to know. Having photographs 
of the offenders in Mr. Lewis’ 
office is not going to make the 
general population aware of any 
of the offenders’ identities, so 
if anything, that is not public 
enough.” 

Tracy 
Cilona, Art 
Gallery 
coordina-
tor, said, 
“It makes 
me uncom-
fortable 
that [sex 
offenders] 
even exist. 
I don’t feel 
good about it because it’s such a 
heinous crime.

 “Level III offenders are 
repeat offenders. How many 
chances do people get?” she 
added. “People need second 
chances, but in order for sex 
offenders to be monitored ef-
fectively, it should be limited to 
how many we have here.” 

According to Mitsui, there 
is no limit. 

Erica Wolf, instructor of law 
at SSCC, said, “If someone has 
served their time, they can move 
on with their life and part of that 
is going to school, as long as 
they’re no longer a threat to the 
young people on campus.

 “There is a competing 
interest,” she added, “the safety 
of the students and being a so-
ciety of giving people a second 
chance.” 

Damaris Valdez, coordina-
tor of the Women’s Center, said, 
“It concerns me because I have 
my daughter that comes to work 
with me. Part of the process is 
sex offenders aren’t allowed to 
go anywhere where children are, 
and I have to make it a habit to 
go over to the Security office 
to see the pictures of the sex 
offenders.”

Valdez added, “But, part of 
people healing is changing.” 

Jones said he has changed. 
“It doesn’t matter what it is. 
It doesn’t matter if it’s sex, 
drugs or gambling. People can 
change.”

Another student, Gene 
Corbin, said, “They have a right 
to an education, but they can go 
to another campus. Why not set 
up another campus where they 
can learn?”

Rowe also said, “Ide-
ally, everyone should be safe at 
school. At the core of the issue 
is: we are not a closed campus. 
This campus is no different from 
anywhere else in the sense that 
you don’t have total control over 
who you will come into contact 
with.”

It hasn’t been an easy road 
for Jones. “There are rights I 
have but I don’t push them,” he 
said.  

Jones said that the only time 
he thinks about being an of-
fender is when the class goes on 
a field trip and he can’t go. 

“My struggles in school 
have nothing to do with my 
crime,” he added. “I worry 
about stuff like homework and 
tests, just like any other stu-
dent.”

Jones is not the first or last 
sex offender to go to school 
at SSCC. Although there are 
a mixture of feelings as to 
how individuals feel about sex 
offenders going to school, ac-
cording to Lewis, “[They’ve] 
done their crime, done their 
time in prison, they have a right 
to be here.” 

Julie Rowe

Tracy Cilona

South Seattle Community 
College students Robert Wilson 
and Walter Lawrence each won 
a $2,000 technical education 
scholarship and tools for their 
industrial trades. 

Grainger, a local distributor 
of facilities maintenance sup-
plies, awarded the scholarship 
through its Tools for Tomorrow 
program.

Wilson is studying weld-
ing and fabrication technology. 
After he completes his studies, 
he plans to intern at a welding/
fabrication company. Within the 
next 10 years, he would like to 
start his own welding and fabri-
cation business.

Lawrence is in the Automo-
tive Technology program. He 
has a background in public rela-
tions, researching green initia-
tives. 

He is interested in con-
verting cars into electric ve-
hicles. Lawrence would like to 
work with hybrid technology 
to reduce vehicle impact on the 
environment.  

Wilson, Lawrence 
win scholarships

Ricardo Levya-Puebla has 
been hired as the director of Di-
versity and Retention. He started 
his job Dec. 30, 2009. 

Levya-Puebla has 
more than 20 years 
experience working 
in of education and 
cross-cultural commu-
nication. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree 
in Religion and a 
master’s in social sci-
ence from California. 

For almost 16 
years, Levya-Puebla worked in 
Washington, at community and 
four-year colleges. He was presi-

dent of the Multicultural Student 
Services Directors Council. 

His experiences include 
directing TRIO, advis-
ing, and multicultural 
programs aimed at 
first generation, low 
income, multi-ethnic, 
multi-generational, 
students with disability 
and culturally diverse 
students.  

The Diversity and 
Retention office is 
in RSB 158. Levya-

Puebla’s phone number is (206) 
768-6455 and his email is 
rlevya@sccd.ctc.edu.

New Diversity director hired

On Feb. 19, 1942, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt signed 
the order that forced 120,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry 
from their homes. On Feb. 24 in 
the Olympic Hall theater, Day of 
Remembrance will commemo-
rate the signing of Executive 
Order 9066.

Professor Lorraine Bannai, 

and associate director, Fred. T. 
Korematsu Center for Law and 
Equality at Seattle University, 
will speak about the ethical 
choices that framed that deci-
sion. 

Information: Marcia Kato, 
mkato@sccd.ctc.edu or Monica 
Lundberg, mlundberg@sccd.ctc.
edu.

Day of Remembrance event Feb. 24

sites.southseattle.edu/thesentinel

Save the date: 
March 2

The annual Honor Roll Re-
ception will be held on Tuesday 
March 2 from 1:30 p.m.- 3 p.m. 
in JMB A&B.  

The event acknowledges 
the academic achievements of 
nearly 800 students who earned 
president’s and dean’s list status 
during fall quarter 2009.

Contact Monica Lundberg 
for more information: mlund-
berg@sccd.ctc.edu or by tele-
phone at (206)768-6750. 

 

U.S. Census Day is April 1. 

Fill out the Census 
questionnaire. It’s easy.

www.2010census.gov

Ricardo Levya-
Puebla
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ARTS ON CAMPUS

When words mix

Pick up 
your 

student 
handbook 

in 
JMB 135

 
(down the hall from 

the Bookstore)

It’s FREE!

“Jenny” is one of the pieces in the Art and Poetry Exhibition in the Art Gallery that held special 
fascination for the 160 visitor who attended the opening on Jan. 14. The exhibit showcases the 
printed word alongside related works of art highlighting creative collaboration. The art and poetry 
will be on exhibit till Feb. 5. Information: Tracy Cilona, tcilona@sccd.ctc.edu. Photo by Daniel Vu 

Contact Holly Gilman at 
hgilman@sccd.ctc.edu. Extra copies of last 
year’s anthology can be picked up in JMB 135.

See yourself in the student 
   anthology. Phi Theta Kappa

Honors Society
Monday, Feb. 8
7-8:30 pm
West Seattle Food 
Bank

Saturday, Feb. 13
10 am-2 pm
Nature consortium   
in West Seattle

Sunday, March
UNICEF USA silent 
auction

Sign up in Student  
Life, JMB 135

Questions: email 
ssccptk@sccd.ctc.edu  
or call (206) 764-7793

South’s Art Gallery 
calls for entries

Artists are invited to submit 
proposals for the exhibition of 
artwork in all media. The Art 
Gallery at South Seattle Com-
munity College is interested in 
showcasing diverse program-
ming, spanning across many 
mediums and themes. There is 
a particular emphasis on new 
and emerging Pacific Northwest 
Artists. Submission deadline is 
March 1. Artists chosen by the 
SSCC Art Gallery will be noti-
fied by March 31. 

Proposals should be on 

a CD. Images saved as JPEGs 
must be formatted for a PC. 
Maximum size is 10 inches or 
1,024 pixels in the longest di-
mension at 300 dpi. Also include 
an artist statement, artist resume 
(or CV).

Include SASE with suffi-
cient postage if you would like 
materials returned.

Mail the proposals to Tracy 
Cilona, Art Gallery coordina-
tor, South Seattle Community 
College, JMB 135 Student Life, 
6000 16th Ave. S.W., Seattle, 


