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iNVoLVEMENt

By Mike Kreiger

Julie Rowe has big plans 
for her administration. The 
incoming South Seattle Com-
munity College student govern-
ment president would like to 
add more vegetarian options 
in the cafeteria and expand the 

school’s textbook loan pro-
gram. She’s even working on a 
formal dance for students in the 
spring. But an equally interest-
ing story is how she won the 
election just a few months ago.

Rowe ran against Nathan-
iel McRae back in May as is 
the tradition at SSCC, but the 
election was anything but nor-
mal. First of all, it took place 
online. And after the first 
count McRae had 117 votes to 
Rowe’s 105, so it seemed like 
a done deal. 

But Rowe filed a grievance 
because she says there was “a 
lack of clarity” with the process 
and different interpretations of 
several rules, especially with 
regard to campaigning.

“The whole process could 
have been handled better,” 
Rowe said. “The student body 
deserves access to everything 
in the election as much as pos-
sible.” 

The election committee 
met and determined Rowe 
had a valid complaint. The 
election was contested, and a 
month later there was a run-off 
presidential election with new 
campaign rules in place. Rowe 
beat McRae 104-93 in the sec-
ond election. Rowe is grateful 
for the revised rules that were 
easier to understand. 

“They were much more 
explicit,” Rowe said of the 

new rules. “We had a [public] 
question-and-answer session for 
both candidates. It was a good 
way to handle the situation since 
it made it better and clearer for 
everybody.”

SSCC uses the United 
Student Association (USA) rules 
for its elections, and the rules 

clearly state if 
there is an on-
line election, 
campaigning 
is not allowed 
inside campus 
buildings. 
That was one 
of the “inap-
propriate” 
issues leading 
to the re-elec-
tion.

Also, the 
rules urge candidates to avoid 
anything that could be miscon-
strued by some as violations of 
the rules. Monica Lundberg, 
who serves as the program 
manager for Student Life and, 
thus, overseas the elections, said 
election problems like this can 
be avoided in the future, but it’s 
up to the students to help fix any 
potential problems.

“The committee working on 
the election this year has input 
on the rules and the election pro-
cess,” Lundberg said. “There’s 
always room for improvement.”

One of the biggest poten-
tial problems is how to control 
social networking sites like 
Facebook or Myspace. Because 
the election is online, the ques-
tion begs: is online campaigning 
breaking the rules? That’s a gray 
area.

“It’s tricky,” Lundberg 
admitted. “How do you con-
trol students on Facebook or 
Myspace? The rules say there is 
no campaigning allowed during 
Election Day. But I don’t know 
the benefits of limiting the cam-
paigning.”

Lundberg said the dean 
of Student Leadership wanted 
to limit campaigning on Face-
book and pushed for no online 
campaigning during the online 
election. But as anybody who 
watches TV or listens to radio 
during local elections knows, 

voters can be overwhelmed dur-
ing elections with negative ads 
about the other candidate. That’s 
something SSCC is trying to 
avoid, and so far has been fairly 
successful in the process.

“We should try to encour-
age outreach,” Lundberg said. 
“But these have been the rules 
for years, and the goal is to 
avoid unfair advantages.” 
As for Rowe, she has an open 
door policy, and she’s excited 
to work with students during 
her term as president. Al-
though her office hours aren’t 
nailed down just yet, Rowe 
encourages anybody with a 
good idea to email her (ssc-
cusapresident@sscc.ctc.edu) 
or drop by her office (in JMB 
135). She wants student gov-
ernment to seem and be open 
and available to any student 
who’s interested.

“All of our meetings are 
open to any students or commu-
nity members,” Rowe said. “We 
have a USA bulletin board posted 
in the hallway (in JMB) and any-

Incoming SSCC student president takes the reigns
Rowe predicts positive year despite bumpy start

body is welcome to come.”
With the election contro-

versy behind her, Rowe will 
work at least 15 hours a week as 
president, but she plans to work 
countless more hours to focus 
on accomplishing her goals for 
the upcoming academic year. 
She’s adamant about expand-
ing the vegetarian options in the 
cafeterias and she’s hoping to 
make more books available for 
students to borrow instead of 
paying the hefty price for new 
books. 

Most of all, Rowe wants to 
make SSCC feel welcome for 
all students from a variety of 
backgrounds.

“We want to keep the stu-
dent body informed about their 
money and decisions impacting 
them,” Rowe said. “Our job is to 
interact with campus administra-
tors and protect the best interest 
of our students.”

(Ed. note: Nathaniel McRae 
could not be reached for com-
ment.)

Freelance writer Mike 
Kreiger can be reached at senti-
neleditor@sccd.ctc.edu.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
FAST FACTS

USA salaries are paid by SSCC students 
through S&A fees

Payment: About $9 per hour

Hours: 11-15 hours per week

More info at http://studentlife.southseattle.edu/

Who’s who: USA officers (see front-page photo)

The United Student Association meets at 3:15 p.m. each Wednesday in JMB 
128. The meetings are open to the public. Information: ssccusapresident@sccd.
ctc.edu. Listed below are the officers, their office and their program of study.

1   Julie Rowe, president (Computer Network Administration)
2   Eric Owen, vice president of Finance (Computer Engineering)
3   Yifan Chen, Marketing chair (Business)
4   Mark Kai Ma, Academic Success chair (Aviation)
5   Sochetna Chhay, senator (Computer Programming)
6   Jenny Li, Community Services chair (bio-engineering)
7   Beck Tzu-en Lin, senator (Engineering)
8   Jonathan Girmatzion, senator (Business Information Technology)

First Friday
October 2 

AGENdA                                                                                                                  

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.           
Registration/Refreshments     
Foyer outside Art Gallery
                                     
9:30 - 9:50 am               
Welcome, JMB A and B
Vice Presidential Address
Student Leaders Address        

9:50 - 10:05 am             
Door Prizes, Slide Show

10:05 am – 10:50 am    
Student Keynote, JMB A & B
Alumni Student Presentation

11:00 am – 11:50 am    
Break Out Session                  
OLY Hall and UNI Building

Noon– 1:00 pm    
Welcome Back Barbecue
Clubs Faire
Resource Faire

Information: Cessa Heard-John-
son, Dean, Diversity, Retention 
and Student Life, 206-768-6749 
and chjohnson@sccd.ctc.edu

Blood & Bone Marrow Drives

Monday, October 26           10:30 am -4:30 pm 

Bloodmobile Parked in the Clock Tower Plaza

To reserve a time to donate blood, visit the Office of Student Life, JMB 135. 
For additional information, please contact Jenny Li, USA, at (206) 764-5332 or yli297@southseattle.edu

Progressive
Cultural 
Open House

Wednesday, 
September 30

Noon-1:30 
Start at JMB 135, get a map and 
a plate and enjoy your welcome! 

Student Life Operations
Services and Activies Fee Board
The Sentinel
Student Leadership
PTK
United Student Association
Club Center
Women’s Center
Cultural Center
Games Room
Art Gallery
Fitness Center
and finishing up at
the Child Care Center

FREE
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oN CAMPuS

By Mike Kreiger

Students looking for some 
academic guidance have only to 
ask. With South Seattle Commu-
nity College’s bevy of advisers 
and counselors, getting help is 
just a matter of seeking it.

 “My best 
advice for students 
is to just come in 
and have a talk with 
us,” said Stephen 
Coates-White, a 
counselor in the 
Academic Advising 
Center at SSCC. 

“Just meet new 
people, ask ques-
tions, and never 
assume anything,” 
he added. 

The best way to take 
advantage of the help, he said, 
is to meet with and develop a 
relationship with a counselor or 
adviser.

“The key to counseling is 
mentorship,” Coates-White said. 
“We get a chance to tap into 
somebody and get a sense of 
who they are.”

Coates-White was a first-
generation college student and 
comes from a working-class 
background. If he were graduat-
ing from high school today, he 
said he would start at a com-
munity college because he 
loves working with ambitious 
students.

“[Community college] is a 
place where people are moti-
vated to meet their life goals and 
educational goals. I meet with 
students about their goals and 
help.”

Coates-White encour-
ages all students to talk with a 
counselor or adviser, but the first 
week of classes is the busiest 
time so be prepared. 

Students are encouraged 
to prepare for their meeting 
with the counselor by looking 

through the class schedules 
ahead of time to have an idea 
of the classes they might want 
to take. Also, it’s a good idea to 
bring a book to read while you 
wait. 

“Our busiest time is the 
beginning and end of quarters,” 

Coates-White said. 
The weeks 

between the begin-
ning and end of the 
quarter are more 
flexible, he said. “I 
encourage students 
to meet with us 
ongoing to avoid 
last minute prob-
lems. But if there’s 
a crisis we’ll get 
that student in here 
immediately.”

Coates-White is one of 
three fulltime counselors who 
hold master’s degrees in the 
field. SSCC advisers also help 
students reach their educational 
goals.

One of those advisers who 
helps students “create a plan 
even when they have no idea 
what college is about” is Elaine 
Gottschalk.

“I love to see students set 
goals and meet them,” said the 
Student Success specialist who 
has an office in the Advising 
Department. 

“I get the chance to meet 
them at the beginning of their 
journey and achieve it,” she 
said, adding, “Higher education 
is definitely a confusing place 
and I’m here to make it easier 
for the students.”

One of the most confus-
ing parts of community college 
can involve transferring to a 
four-year school. Gottschalk, 
who also serves as the transfer 
coordinator, has some advice for 
anybody considering continuing 
their education after community 
college.

“Plan ahead for your trans-

fer, your job and your degree,” 
she said. 

She urges students to make 
an educational plan. “Start creat-
ing ideas of where you want to 
go and know what the options 
are so you can explore them,” 
she said.

While transferring sounds 
like a terrifying process to some 
students, Gottschalk’s goal is to 
make the process manageable. 
She’s planning a Transfer Fair 
for Nov. 10 on the SSCC cam-
pus. It will be from 9 a.m.-noon 
in the Jerry Brockey Center 
(near the clock tower). Rep-
resentatives from many local 
colleges and universities will be 
on hand to meet with students 
considering a four-year univer-
sity or college.

“Transferring is not scary 
or stressful if you start early,” 
Gottschalk said. “It’s easy if you 
go to the transfer fair and meet 
with an adviser.”

While Gottschalk wears a 
couple of hats in serving student 
needs, Coates-White also steps 
out from behind his desk to pro-
vide more service.  He teaches 
human development curriculum 
at SSCC.

“The HDC classes help 
students with everything from 
stress management to selecting 
a college major,” he said. “The 
classes count as electives toward 
an AA, and the students get lots 
of help.”

Before coming to SSCC, 
Gottschalk spent time as a high 
school counselor. She also 
worked in a college admissions 
office in the Midwest. But she 
prefers working at the commu-
nity college level.

“I’ve found students want 
to be here. They understand 
what it means to be here, and 
that makes a big difference,” she 
said. 

“Some students went 
to college at age 18, and it 

Need help? Have a talk with your friendly SSCC counselor

How to make a counseling or 
advising appointment at SSCC

Walk up to the front desk (in the Robert 
Smith Building between Registration and 
Financial Aid) 

Call 206-764-5387

Hours: Monday-thursday 8am-6:30pm, 
Friday 9am-4pm

Stephen Coates-White

wasn’t right for them. Some 
of them come back years later, 
and that’s why we’re here,” 
Gottschalk said.

Going to college is a learn-
ing experience for students, but 
Coates-White said it’s always 
a time to learn a lot about 
yourself.

“College is a challenge 
for my students balancing life 
and setting priorities,” he said. 
“This is a time where there is 
a constant evaluation of their 
priorities, and that can be 
tough.”

Both Coates-White and 
Gottschalk are devoted to 
helping students get the most 
out of their college experience. 
Sometimes, however, students 
fall through the cracks and miss 
their goals. 

“It’s hard when you see po-
tential, and they don’t reach it,” 
Gottschalk said. “I see students 
at different times in their lives, 
and some are ready for college 
while others aren’t. 

She said the college offers a 
helping hand not hand hold-
ing. “We love to help students 
through the roadblocks of 
college. [We] can’t save every 
student because they must want 
it for themselves.”

As a new academic year is 
beginning, Coates-White calls 
it an “exciting time” with lots 
happening on campus. “It’s a 
very busy time, but we wel-
come anybody who wants to sit 
down and chat. It’s not anything 
formal, just a chance to talk and 
help them feel welcome here at 
SSCC.”

DRUM Book Club reads Hummingbird’s Daughter

The South Seattle Com-
munity College DRUM Book 
Club has selected “The Hum-
mingbird’s Daughter” for its fall 
reading series. 

The title character is Teres-
ita, who was born in Mexico in 
the late 19th century to a poor 
teenage Indian girl known as 
The Hummingbird. 

Unknown to her at the 
time, she was the illegitimate 
daughter of a rich ranch owner. 
Raised by an abusive aunt 
and then her father, she was 
educated by the Yaqui sha-

man, Huila, who teaches her 
how plants can be used to heal 
sickness and dreams can be 
controlled. 

Teresita discovers she can 
heal with her hands. 

Her father’s ranch is soon 
overrun by pilgrims coming 
to see Teresita’s miracles, 
drawing attention from the 
government who is suspicious 
of anything that threatens their 
power. 

It’s a time of revolution: 
removal of Indians from their 
ancestral lands, cowboys, and 

warriors and a young woman 
with a message of love and 
healing. 

Author Luis Alberto Urrea 
(“The Devil’s Highway”) uses 
the stories of his great-aunt 
Teresita he heard as a child as a 
basis for his novel.

The first meeting of DRUM 
will take place noon-1 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 8, Room 128 
of the Jerry Brockey Student 
Center. The books, available to 
20 participants, are provided by 
the Department of Diversity and 
Retention.  

First meeting of the fall quarter set for Oct. 8
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The

Views in the 
news

the Sentinel publishes Let-
ters to the Editor and Guest                     

Columns on a space available                       
basis and reserves the right               

to edit. Send to: 
the Sentinel
South Seattle Community College
6000 16th Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA  98106
JMB 119, Student Life 

or email to 
sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu

(206) 764-5333

The
Sentinel

the next Sentinel: Nov. 2, 2009
Ad deadline: Sept. 25, 2009  
sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu

Advisor
Betsy Berger

bberger@sccd.ctc.edu

CAMPuS tALK

staff

Reporter
Monica  
Boatwright

Mission  
stateMent

the Sentinel is 
solely funded by the stu-
dents of South Seattle 
Community College, and 
therefore should func-
tion to first serve the 
students, as well as the 
administration, faculty 
and staff.

 the Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 

their activities and their 
personalities.

the Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintain-
ing the highest stan-
dards in print journal-
ism, paying attention to 
accuracy and fairness 
in reporting.

the Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student 
reporters and write 
articles that reflect the 
broad cultural diversity 
of our campus popula-
tion.

and that are deemed 
to be of interest to the 
students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor 
to inform the reader, 
express opinions, and 
entertain.

the Sentinel is a 
member of the West 
Seattle/White Center 
communities. As such, 
we shall strive to in-
form and include these 
communities of and in 
our newspaper and in-
form the SSCC campus 
of these communities, 

They Said It! What advice do you have for students who are 
new to South Seattle Community College? Photographed and compiled by Julie Rowe

Bashir 
Hussein

esL 
“they must continue 

with their major 
goals, and no matter 
how long it’s going 
to take, they have to 
achieve their goals.”

Ben Wong
CULinaRY aRts 

anD hosPitaLitY 
ManaGeMent

“Join the culture 
and become an 

American. i have lots 
of American friends, 
and they’re teaching 

me the American 
culture.”

Ginger 
Jacobus-Eugley

CULinaRY aRts
“Learn the layout of 

the school.”

Maryan 
Hassan

DiaGnostiC  
ULtRasoUnD
“Ask a lot of 

questions and be 
aware. Read the 

student handbook.”

Matthew 
Karugarama

eConoMiCs
“Generally, all students 

must discover what 
they want to be as 

early as possible, then 
allocate their time to 

becoming that.”

Nhien Huynh
aa in BUsiness
“Meet up with the 

adviser or counselor to 
find out what classes 
they should be taking 
to make sure they are 
on the right track for 
their degree.  Plan 
everything: what 

classes they will take, 
when they are going 
to finish their degree. 

Balance one hard class 
with one medium and 
one easy class. don’t 
do all the hard classes 
in the same quarter.”

Nichole Mura
aa in BUsiness 
infoRMation 
teChnoLoGY

“Plan—plan your 
schedule; plan your 
courses. Planning 

is what has kept me 
going. Knowing what 
i’m going to be doing 

and how long it’s 
going to take.”

Rain Ming
Bas in hoteL 
ManaGeMent

“For international 
students:  get used to 
the weather in Seattle, 
because most of the 

international students 
here are from Asia. 
the weather is hot 

and different there.”

GUest CoLUMn / NAME NAMEstaff CoLUMn /MoNNii BoAtWRiGHt 

On the CUSP
When I first heard about the conference that took place early 

this September, I thought it would be nothing more than just a 
bunch of college students getting together for a few days to do not 
much at all. But that was far from the truth. 

The Council for Unions and Student Programs (CUSP) con-
ference, which is held annually (in September) at the Wenatchee 
Conference Center, was more useful than what I initially thought it 
would be. 

I was most skeptical of the five hours of so-called Educational 
Sessions because I thought they were based on the standard “ethi-
cal, leadership and lets all work together!” theme that most of these 
trainings actually are.

I wasn’t necessarily wrong. But the sessions weren’t nearly as 
cliché as I had suspected. And that out-of-the-boxness (sorry for 
the cliché) made them effective.

The focus points for all the classes were on what it means 
to be a student leader. Each of the sessions was interactive in 
some way to help get the students engaged.  And although 75 
minutes was only enough time to briefly touch the surface of 

Continued on next page
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GUest CoLUMn / NAME NAMEGUest CoLUMn /JuLiE RoWE 

And now a word from 
your other president

Recycle 
this paper. 
We thank you, and Al 

Gore thanks you.

This September we cel-
ebrate the 40th anniversary 
of South Seattle Community 
College.  

In 1969 we had no campus 
yet, so classes began in bor-
rowed facilities at West Seattle 
High School and other locations, 
including a building in George-
town.  Construction was under 
way to create our main campus 
on 16th Avenue Southwest, and 
we held a “launch” event there 
for the community in January 
1970. We welcomed students to 
the new campus in September 
1970.

Coincidentally, 2009 also is 
the year that South undergoes an 
accreditation review – a formal 
process that examines how well 
we are accomplishing our mis-
sion of helping students meet 
their goals for life and work.  

For the last two years more 
than 150 faculty, staff and 
students have prepared for the 
culmination of the process: the 
Oct. 19-21 campus visit by a 
team of accreditation review-
ers from peer institutions in the 
Northwest.  The 12-member 
team will cover the campus to 
inspect, question and observe, 
all to confirm that our college is 
meeting its goals.

Students are an important 
part of the accreditation process.  
In addition to the student par-
ticipation on several accredita-
tion committees, the on-campus 
team plans to meet with student 
groups.  Students might even 
be contacted informally by a 
review team member exploring 
the campus.

The accreditation reviewers 
want to find out what students 
think about the quality of the 
education they have received 
at SSCC.  They want to know 
about student satisfaction with 
the quality of courses and the 
teaching of courses at South. 
And the evaluators will ask 

students’ opinions of the admis-
sions and registration processes 
and whether or not there are suf-
ficient opportunities for co-cur-
ricular activities and governance 
involvement.  

Accreditation is important 
to students and the rest of us 
at South because it is an af-
firmation of our performance, 
integrity and quality.  Being ac-
credited is a stamp of approval. 
It says our college merits the 
confidence of the educational 
community and the public. 

Being accredited makes our 
college eligible for federal funds 
to support a number of programs 
and services to students.  It liter-
ally allows hundreds of students 
to attend college.

In order for students to re-
ceive financial aid, for example, 
a college must be accredited. 
Without accreditation, access to 
financial aid would be severely 
restricted. Also, accreditation 
allows credits earned at South 
to transfer to other colleges and 
universities in the United States.

Federal funds support our 
English literacy programs, 
which are among the largest in 
Washington state. Each year ap-
proximately 2,000 students take 
adult basic education and ESL 
(English as a second language) 
classes at South, which help 
them transition into transfer or 
professional/technical programs 
on our campus.   

In addition, South is one of 
the few colleges in the North-
west to receive all three TRIO 
grants from the U.S. Department 
of Education, which provide 
critical support services for first-
generation college students, as 
well as support for students in 
all programs.  

Nursing, worker retraining 
and the State Tuition Assistance 
programs all receive federal or 
state funding.  Without ac-
creditation, South would not be 

eligible for funds that support 
any and all of these crucial 
programs.

SSCC is accredited by the 
Northwest Commission on Col-
leges and Universities (NWC-
CU).  This independent, non-
profit organization is recognized 
by the education department as 
the regional authority on educa-
tional quality and institutional 
effectiveness.  

South has been accredited 
since our initial review in 1975. 
The usual full accreditation 
review cycle is every 10 years, 
with a smaller, interim review 
at five years.  South’s last full 
review was in October 2000, 
and our interim review was in 
October 2005.  

Our full review comes one 
year earlier this round because 
of South’s Bachelor of Applied 
Science in Hospitality Manage-
ment program, which completed 
its second year of operation 
and graduated its first class this 
June.  Because South now has 
the bachelor’s program, it makes 
us a four-year-degree institution 
in the view of the NWCCU, and 
called for an earlier review.  

As part of the accreditation 
review process, and to prepare 
for the on-campus visit, South 
conducted a self-study, a rigor-
ous college review based on 
nine areas of standards set by 
the NWCCU.  The self-study 
becomes a book that is reviewed 
by the entire campus, and read 
by the review committee prior to 
its visit.  You can find a link to 
South’s self study on the college 
website, www.southseattle.edu.

If you want more informa-
tion you can contact me at (206) 
764-5311, or Larry Reid, who 
has guided us through prepara-
tion for accreditation, at (206) 
768-6787.

Gary Oertli is interim presi-
dent of South Seattle Community 
College.

GUest CoLUMn / NAME NAMEGUest CoLUMn /GARY oERtLi 

Accreditation – reaffirming 40 
years of supporting students 

GUest CoLUMn / NAME NAME

My name is Julie Rowe, 
and it is my great honor to 
serve as the president of the 
United Student Association 
(USA) this year. The USA is 
the official student govern-
ment of South Seattle Com-
munity College. As elected 
student repre-
sentatives and 
advocates, 
we are the 
voice of the 
students on 
issues affect-
ing campus 
life.

This 
year’s team is 
comprised of 
eight students 
from both aca-
demic and technical programs, 
half of which are international 
students.

One example of how 
student government performs 
its advocacy role is to inform 
the student body of the ways 
in which student money is be-
ing spent and decisions which 
directly affect them. We want 
to involve the students in these 
decisions.

 For example, I would 
like to alert you to an ex-
pensive new late fee that has 
been instated, and can cost a 
full-time student (15 credits) 
$150 or more. A $10 per credit 
late fee will apply to students 
who register after the 10th day 
of the quarter, or do not have 
their tuition paid in full by the 
10th day.

The USA team invites ev-
eryone to attend Student Life’s 
Progressive Open House on 
Sept. 30 from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
in the JMB building. Students 
will be able to visit and learn 
about all of the departments, 
including USA, as well as enjoy 
refreshments. I also hope to see 
you at the First Friday Convo-

cation event on Oct. 2. 
I encourage you to par-

ticipate in the many exciting 
activities offered on campus 
this fall, such as the Cultural 
Center’s Indigenous People’s 
day on Oct. 12 and the annual 
pumpkin carving contest on 

Oct. 29.
At SSCC, 

the students, 
faculty, staff 
and adminis-
trators em-
phasize the 
community 
atmosphere in 
the college’s 
name. When 
I think of the 
word com-
munity, I think 

of a group of people who care 
about one another and cooperate 
to create success. I hope to see 
this spirit increase in the year 
ahead. 

USA is currently planning 
its projects for the year, includ-
ing enhanced campus social 
events and access to more con-
veniences which make campus 
life easier.

USA members are eager to 
support students and to contrib-
ute to their positive experience 
at SSCC.  Just as we support the 
student body, I hope to see the 
student body support the work 
we will do this year on their 
behalf.

Our door is open to stu-
dents. We welcome suggestions 
and comments from our fellow 
students and are available to an-
swer questions. USA meetings 
are held weekly and are open 
to the public. Please check our 
bulletin board in JMB or email 
ssccusapresident@sccd.ctc.edu 
for details.

Julie Rowe is president of 
the United Student Association 
at South Seattle Community 
College.

the topics, it was more than 
enough time to get us all 
thinking. 

One theme we touched on 
was the matter of multicultur-
alism. This is a principle idea 
when pointing out the success 
of South Seattle Community 
College as it works to expand 
our knowledge of diversity. 

We worked on inter-
personal communication 
– talking with another – and 

effective leadership skills – 
working with another, learn-
ing how to understanding the 
individual roles we each have 
on campus. 

And the concepts of ethics 
and professionalism were intro-
duced. 

The roundtable sessions, 
which were set up like a forum, 
were something else that was 
useful.  Students from differ-
ent schools got together to talk 

about subjects that affected 
students the most. Topics like 
clubs, budget, promotions, 
multiculturalism and legisla-
tive affairs to name a few. The 
roundtables made it easy to 
exchange ideas with the differ-
ent colleges.

Over all, the conference 
itself did an all right job teach-
ing us about leadership.  But 
the real benefit for the students 
came from things that weren’t 

planned or manufactured by the 
staff 

The real benefit came from 
what happened as a result of that 
teaching.  

Whether it came from min-
gling with students in the halls 
to find out how they ran things 
back at their schools or from 
the strengthening of our own 
student community, the lessons 
learned will carry over to this 
academic year. 

i would like to 
alert you to 

an expensive 
new late fee 

that has been        
instated . . . 

CuSP, continued from Page 4
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CAMPuS AFFAiRS

Campus Events
Friday, oct. 9,  9-11:30 am
8th Annual Automotive Tool Fair
Automotive Main Shop AUT 150
206-764-5379
-------------------

Saturday, oct. 10, 1-3:30 p.m. or
tuesday, october 13, 6-8:30 p.m.
Family Actions for College        
Success
Olympic Hall 120
Free! Families of South students 
are invited to learn about what 
it’s like to be a college student 
at South; get information about 
campus resources to help your 
student; learn how you can help 
your student succeed in college.  

Passings: Lonnie VanCleave

Dear  Lonnie,

You died today at 6:32 
p.m. 

Who said life plays by 
the rules? 

After battling leukemia 
for 15 years, the time came 
for you to move on, to 
whatever comes next. You 
will be missed, my friend. 
A lot. You touched every-
one who ever met you, and 
your light will shine on like 
a lighthouse beacon into 
perpetuity.   

If there is a God and 
a place called Heaven, 
you are sitting in the first 
seat, third row, and every time He asks a question, you are 
waving your hand frantically in the air and saying, “I know, I 
know. Oh, pick me. Please God, pick me!”

In my English classes, you always had a problem with 
run-on sentences. How ironic that your short, sweet life was 
a fragment when it, too, should have been a run-on. But I 
think you knew you had bigger things to do. And while most 
of us question, doubt and debate whether there is an afterlife, 
you seemed to understand death isn’t the end of life - it’s the 
beginning.  

You had the most infectious smile I’ve ever seen. And 
though you were barely 5 feet tall and maybe all of 95 
pounds soaking wet, you had the heart of a behemoth and an 
inexhaustible spirit that those of us who loved you will have 
to channel diligently in order to endure the mourning of your 
loss.

Remember your “gangster stage”? Even though you 
looked so young with your freckles and the cowlick of 
hair, like you should have been riding a bike and delivering 
newspapers after school, for a couple months you dressed 
with multiple gold chains adorning your neck that probably 
weighed more than you did. 

And don’t forget the red baseball cap cocked to the side 
and the jeans that were three sizes too big. I’m not sure what 
street gang in Mayberry would recruit Opie Taylor, but I’m 
sure Sheriff Taylor and Aunt Bea would not have approved! 

Long after you excelled in my classes, you’d call or 
email or just stop by my office and no matter how much pain 
you were in, you always wanted to know how I was, how my 
family was, and now I can’t stop crying as I wonder how you 
are.  

 I can only hope that someday my little son Nathan will 
grow up to be as enthusiastic, wise and full of love as you. I 
invite you to visit me in my dreams. Someday, I hope I’m wor-
thy enough to see you on the other side. I have to keep remind-
ing myself that this isn’t the end; it’s only the beginning. 

 
Your BFF,
Mike Hickey 

Photo courtesy of Career Link

South gets $4 million federal grant
Money geared toward support for green jobs training

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Gary Locke has announced 
award of a $4 million Economic 
Development Administration 
(EDA) grant to South Seattle 
Community College. 

Funds will be used to help 
design and build a $5.2 million 
Leadership in Environment 
and Energy Design (LEED)-
certified building addition at the 
college’s Puget Sound Indus-
trial Excellence Center (PSIEC) 
on the Georgetown Campus.

Coupled with a $1 million 
appropriation from the Wash-
ington State Legislature and 
$200,000 from the Norcliffe 
Foundation, the proposed $5.2 
million expansion will support 
new green jobs training pro-
grams and other high-demand 
occupational training, said Joe 
Hauth, PSIEC director.  It will 
also help attract new partners 
to promote business develop-
ment and entrepreneurship 
training. 

Refreshments will be served.  
Sponsored by the AANAPISI 
grant.
206-764-5202
aanapisi@sccd.ctc.edu
--------------------

Saturday, october 10, 6 p.m.
9th Annual Dinner with Silent     Auc-
tion & Dessert Extravaganza
for the Seattle Vocational Institute
Pre-Apprenticeship Construction 
Training honoring:
Bob Markholt –
A Legacy of Opportunity
Jerry Brockey Center
Dinner sponsorship available
Individual tickets:  $75; Table for 10:  
$750

Send reservations and payment to 
2120 S. Jackson St.
Proceeds benefit the students of 
SVI Pre-Apprenticeship Construc-
tion Training.
------------------

thursday, oct. 22, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; 
5-7:30 p.m.
University Partners Day
Bernie’s Pastry Shop
Learn how to earn a 4-year de-
gree on campus.  Meet reps from 
South’s university partners – Heri-
tage University (BA in Education), 
Eastern Washington University 
(BS in Technology), and CityU (BS 
in Business Administration) – and 
the Bachelor of Applied Science 
(BAS) in Hospitality Management 
program.
-------------------

thursday, oct. 22, 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. 
Nursing Programs Orientation
11 am – NAC
12 pm – LPN
1 pm – LPN to RN
206-768-6680
Saturday, oct. 24, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
2009 Seattle Race Conference
Jerry Brockey Conference Center 
South Seattle Community College 
(West Seattle) 
www.seattleraceconference.org
Registration:$15 preregistration, $25 
day of registration. Lunch provided.  
No one turned away for lack of 
funds. 
**there is no charge for South 
Seattle Community College 
students, faculty and staff who 
pre-register. Student/staff id will 
be requested at the conference. 
To request an accommodation or 
language interpretation contact 
Brenda Anibarro by Oct. 1, (206) 
684-4514. 
(206) 448-9000; info@seattlerace-
conference.org; 
www.seattleraceconference.org 
----------------------

thursday, october 29
CASAS Exam
Required for entry into Nursing 
programs.
Call 206-768-6680 for time and 
location

www.southseattle.edu

Plans include a 9,800 
square-foot expansion to the 
existing Gene J. Colin Educa-
tion Building funded, in part, 
by $1 million from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation. The 
building is named in honor of 
Gene Colin, a long-time mem-
ber of the South Seattle Com-
munity College Foundation 
board of directors.

LEED-certified buildings 
are energy efficient and use 
fewer natural resources. 

TRIO-SSS  is ready to help you
Are you… 
•    Motivated to complete a 2-year degree at SSCC?
•    The first generation in your family to attend college, low-
income or disabled?
•    In need of academic support to be a more successful 
student?
•    A U.S. citizen or permanent resident?

then tRio-Student Success            
Services (SSS) might be right for you.

tRio-SSS provides intensive academic support services including tutor-
ing, academic advising, help with financial aid, referrals to campus and 
community resources, and access to peer mentors.   When you qualify for 
the tRio-SSS program and are enrolled, all services are free.  

Students who participate in tRio-SSS stay in school, graduate and 
transfer at significantly higher rates than non-participants.  

For more information, please visit our webpage: http://trio.southseattle.edu/
Stop by our office in RS 67 or phone 206-764-5326.

FREE
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Help Wanted

Develop an effective 
resume through a one-on-
one appointment with a 
WorkSource – Career Center 
Partner. 

Reserve your slot through 
the WorkSource front desk at 
(206) 764-5304. Or come to 
RSB 79. Check in at the front 
desk 5 - 10 minutes before 
your scheduled appointment.

Make your 
Resume

Get 
the 
Job

c l a s s i f i e d   a d s 
AdVERtiSiNG RAtE: 10 WoRdS, $10; 15 CENtS FoR EACH AdditioNAL WoRd. StudENt AdS ARE FREE!

E-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or bring it to the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Scholarships Scholarships Education ClubsLost & Found Clubs Clubs

Lost 

& 

Found

JMB 135

co
m
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.e

du
/lo

st
an

df
ou

nd
/

(206) 764-5304

http://sites.google.

The Crossword Puzzle by Monnii Boatwright

Getting to know your Student Handbook The answers are in your 
Student Handbook and will be 
published in the Nov. 2 Sentinel. 

THE  
ALL-WASHINGTON 
ACADEMIC  TEAM 

SCHOLARSHIP

$750
Two SSCC students will be awarded 
$750 AND potential Washington State 
university tuition discounts. PicK up an 
application in Student Life, JMB Student 
Center 135 or the Financial Aid Office.  

For more information, contact Monica 
Lundberg.  Email: mlundberg@sccd.ctc.
edu Tel: (206)768-6750
 

dEAdLiNE:  
Friday, November 6

PTK* Activities 
(*Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society)

Meeting:  Thursday, October 8, 1pm-2pm JB 128

West Seattle Food Bank Work Party:  Monday, October 12, 7 pm,    
Sign up in Student Life in the Jerry Brockey Student Center

Meeting:  Wednesday, November 4     1 pm – 2pm JB 128
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For more information about PTK, contact David Tran, PTK president, at                  
ssccptk@sccd.ctc.edu or visit the Club Center in the Jerry Brockey Student Center.

the Black Student union
You are cordially invited . . . 
All of these events are open --  and we welcome everybody 

to come and attend.

october 2
First Friday New Student Convocation
SSCC Clock tower
Starting around 11:00am

october 15
BSu Members meeting
Location and time: tBd

october 19
BSu Forum “sociopolitication”
Speaker: Raymond E. Alford Jr., BSu President
Location and time: tBd

october 26
BSu Forum “Bridging the Gap”
A special guest speaker
Location and time: tBd

November 10
BSu Forum “Black Artists in America”
Location and time: tBd

November 23
BSu Forum “Black Women in America”
A special guest speaker
Location and time: tBd

december 3
Health Awareness workshop 
Speakers: William Castillo and the King County Health department
Location and time: tBd

All times and dates are subject to change.

For more information or to receive updated information, contact Nicole     
Williams, Secretary, Black Student union, at sscc.bsu.secretary@gmail.com

Talk Sporty with       
Jen Mueller 

Wednesday, Oct. 14,  
6 – 8 pm        Cost - $20

Alhadeff Dining Room
FSN Northwest television 
sports reporter Jen Muel 
ler will teach you how to 
improve communication 
and business relation-
ships by talking sports!  

206-764-5339
LearnatSouth.org

Clubs Clubs Clubs

the 
Writing 
Center

LIB 205

Work on 
Campus

 
Cultural Center
Native American Commis-
sioner
Community Outreach Com-
missioner
Academic Resource Com-
missioner
Must have a Work Study 
award.
Applications available in 
JMB 135

the Women’s 
Center is currently 
looking for new student 
staff members. Applicants 
will be considered 
for the Resource, 
Publications and Activities 
commissioners. Both 
Work-Study and non 
Work- Study students can 
apply. Applications are 
available in the Women’s 
Center, JMB 148. 
For more information, 
please contact Damaris, 
Women’s Center 
Coordinator, at (206) 
768-6831

Student Life front 
office. Work study. Pick  
up applications at JMB 135.

ACRoSS
1  The college placement test (pg 133)
5  In JMB 109, next to the Bookstore (pg 156)
8  This card can get you movie discounts at 
Pacific Place Theater (pg 138)
11  Soccer, softball, basketball and volleyball 
(pg  156)
13  Find jobs on and off campus in RSB 79 (pg 
164)
15  Scholarships, work study, loans and grants 
are ____ -based aids. (pg 128)
16  Free writing assistance on the second floor 
of the library (pg 148)
17  Making a TO DO list (pg 173)
18  October 2, 2009 (pg 165)

doWN
2   Students can enjoy a free cup of coffee here 
(pg 156)
3   The Student Tuition Automatic Payment Plan 
(pg 136)
4   _________ fees are paid by every student 
taking 4 or more credits per quarter (pg 157)
5  Call 211 when you need _____________  (pg 
150)
6   Student government (pg 151)
7   Check out CDs, DVDs, videos and  
audiotapes (pg 150)
9   Borrow a textbook (page 159)
10 A great view of the Seattle skyline (pg 160)
12 The Security office is in ______  (pg 163)
14 A method used to take notes (pg 168)
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We 
support

breastfeeding

Private 
breastfeeding 

area in JMB 135

Brought to SSCC by the Women’s 
Center and the Department of Di-
versity & Retention in cooperation 

with Student Life Operations.

By Rose Egge

Volunteers from around the 
community worked together 
with the non-profit organization 
KaBOOM! to build a new play-
ground for the Delridge Com-
munity Center on July 17.

In just one day the site 
transformed from holes and 
gravel to a completed play area. 
Throughout the day volunteers 
moved 165 cubic yards of 
mulch and mixed 14,000 pounds 
of concrete as well as build-
ing the actual play structures, 
landscaping and installing art 
projects by children in the com-
munity. 

The project kicked off at 
8 a.m. with words from Mayor 
Greg Nickels and Seattle Parks 
Superintendent Tim Gallagher 
and the rallying of nearly an 
estimated 270 volunteers. 

“Thank you for coming 
out,” Nickels said to the many 
volunteers. “It’s going to be a 
great day, and it’s going to make 
a difference for the children 
here today and the children to 
come.”

At 11 a.m. the volunteers 
had made significant progress 
and KaBOOM! project manager 
Justin Fitzgerald said the project 
was progressing well. 

“We’re probably ahead of 
schedule thanks to the great 

energy of the Delridge com-
munity,” said Fitzgerald. “We’re 
having a blast.” 

The project was finished a 
half hour before KaBOOM! had 
initially estimated, at about 1:45 
p.m. 

Delridge residents Chris 
and Andy Southam were moti-
vated to help with the project so 
that their 3-year-old daughter 
Isabella would have a place to 
play. They explained that the 
old playground was unsafe and 
inappropriate for children as 
young as theirs. 

“The playground that was 
here before didn’t work,” Andy 
said. “But this is amazing.”

Betsey Hoffmeister, 
co-vice chair of the North 
Delridge Neighborhood 
Council, explained that her 
organization had been try-
ing to get a new playground 
built in the park for years, 
but it wasn’t until Ka-
BOOM! called them a few 
months ago that the “dream” 
became a reality. 

“It was amazing,” Hoff-
meister said. “What better way 
to spend the day than to build a 
playground.” 

KaBOOM! is a non-profit 
organization that helps com-
munities to build their own 
playgrounds. After meeting with 
community members on May 

Volunteers build new Delridge playground in one day

the Black Student union at South Seattle Community College was among the volunteers who helped 
build the new playground for the delridge Community Center on July 17. Pictured from left to right 
are tenisha Stewart, Nicole Williams, Kevin Bascom, Kenyatto Amen, Raymond E. Alford Jr., Simion 
Martines and Jonathan Girmatzion. 

12, and even asking children to 
draw their “dream” playground, 
KaBOOM! designed the new 
Delridge Playground according 
to their. 

The Bank of America 
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iN tHE NEiGHBoRHood

Foundation funded the project 
and had a number of volunteers 
on site to help with the build-
ing. It is the fifth KaBOOM! 
playground they have sponsored 
in the United States, including 

one in Seattle’s New Holly com-
munity. 

This story was originally 
published July 23 in the West 
Seattle Herald. It is reprinted 
with permission.

Photo courtesy of Black Student Union

YourName@ SouthSeattle.edu  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon registration, SSCC students are automatically issued 
their own SouthSeattle.edu E‐mail & Web Apps accounts! 

Free and available from anywhere you have  
a computer with Internet access!  

 

 

Activate your account today!  
http://sites.southseattle.edu/commons 

Announcing
  F.A.C.S.!

Family Actions for College Success: 
a workshop for the families of South students

OLYMPIC HALL 120

Refreshments and door prizes!

Two sessions, choose one:

Saturday, october 10 1:00 to 3:30 pm

OR

tuesday, october 13, 6:00 to 8:30 pm

Questions/RSVP: 
aanapisi@sccd.ctc.edu or call (206)764-5202.

Sponsored by the AANAPISI grant.

FREE

U 
Carve a Pumpkin

Oct. 29
JMB Game Room


