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INVOLVEMENT

By Yuandong (Jenny) Li

After the vote on May 
13 and 14, 11 students were 
elected to the United Student 
Association for the 2009-10 
school year at South Seattle 
Community College. 

Eric Owen was elected vice 
president; Peter Duncan, issues 
and concerns chair; Shail Patel, 
legislative affairs chair; Yifan 
Chen, marketing chair; Kai Ma, 
academic success chair; Tzu-
en Lin, Jonathan Girmatzion, 
Mary Shipley, Sochetna Chhay, 
John Bartels, senators. I was 
elected to the community ser-
vice chair position.

Leading up to the elec-
tion, on May 11 and 12, the 
candidates gave their speeches 
in the school cafeteria. Some 
of the positions had only one 
candidate. Nonetheless, Monica 
Lundberg, the adviser of stu-
dent government, encouraged 
all candidates to give a speech.

“This activity provides 
an opportunity for our student 

leaders to develop their public 
speaking skills,” Lundberg said. 
“Like most effective organiz-
ing and community building, 
speaking takes a lot of practice. 
It’s also an important way to 
engage with the student body, 
so they know who you are, and 
to hear what you are doing to 
represent them.”

Lin, one of the elected 
senators, gave his first public 
speech at SSCC on May 13. He 
said he was “nervous.” 

“It was a great opportunity 
and experience for me.  
I appreciate this chance to talk 
in front of the students and 
staff. I’m looking forward to 
more chances like this in the 
future.” 

While it wasn’t the first 
time students could vote for 
their student representatives on-
line, it had been a while since 
the last online voting took place 
on campus. 

Julie Rowe, one of the 
presidential candidates, said 
online voting was a good idea 

By Yuandong (Jenny) Li 
 

A week after the election, 
the real work has begun. 

Newly-elected students 
joined the student government 
weekly meeting on May 19 
and observed Zahra Mohamed, 
the current issues and concerns 
chair, facilitate the meeting. 
After the meeting, presidents, 
vice presidents, chairs and 
senators sat with each other and 
had small conferences. They 
reviewed the past year’s work 
and talked about the new team 
building.

In the past academic year, 
student government had been 
working on several student con-
cerns, including textbook prices, 
a microwave in the cafeteria and 

2009 Student 
government election

Student government is a whole new team
parking on 16th Avenue South-
west. 

They came up with a text-
book lending program, which 

will hopefully be implemented 
by the Bookstore this fall. 

The current student govern-
ment has tried to do its best to 
save money due to current eco-
nomic problems. Because of Vice 
President Aida Mambetkarimo-
va’s work, student government 
has saved money, mainly on sala-
ries and retreats. She also made a 
proposal to the student Services 
and Activities Fee Board to cut 

expenses on conferences. 
Mambetkarimova’s recom-

mendation for the next team is 
to be as organized as they can 
and follow up. “When the goal 
is settled, don’t give up due to 
different reasons,” she said. “Be 
persuasive and assertive.”

Current president William 
Kazhaal praised the excellent job 
the candidates did in the cam-
paign and expressed his hope to 
the new team. He recommended 
the incoming student representa-
tives focus on what the students 
want instead of what the student 
government wants. 

“Set your goals early and 
try to focus,” Kazhaal said. 
“Remember you only have nine 
months. You are not able to solve 
everything in a short time.” 

Continued on Page 7

Answers to Crossword Puzzle 
on Page 7.
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Offering additional credentials for: 

“Set your goals 
early and try to focus,”

-William Kazhaal
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In early May, when a wit-
ness to a crime spotted one 
of the offenders, he asked the 
young person to clean up the 
eggs he had thrown at a resi-
dence. Apparently the young 
person did a “less than stellar 
cleanup of the mess” and police 
were called. The homeowner 
was given information about a 
civil anti-harassment order. 

Police were called to 
investigate a man who was on 
his hands and knees in the 7700 
block of Highland Park Way 
Southwest at 10:30 p.m. on 
May 14. The man told police he 
went outside of his residence to 
make sure his truck was locked. 
The next thing he remembers is 
waking up on the ground. The 
man suspects he was walking 
on a nearby retaining wall and 
fell off. The man, who also said 
he had drunk several beers, was 
taken by ambulance to Harbor-
view Medical Center.

A woman who lives on Cal-
ifornia Avenue Southwest called 

police at 3:10 a.m. May 16 to re-
port a rape. Police investigated, 
and the woman told officers she 
no longer wanted to report the 
crime. The woman was arrested, 
however, for outstanding war-
rants, including theft.

On May 21, police arrested 
a young person for stealing 96 
uncirculated quarters valued at 
$1,627.20. The alleged thief said 
he spent the quarters at a coffee 
house on California Avenue 
Southwest. Because Youth 
Service Center would not take 
in the young person, the young 
person’s victim took custody of 
him.

A girl walking along 45th 
Avenue Southwest in the after-
noon during the week of May 
18 noticed someone following 
her. When she walked faster, the 
man walked faster. When the 
girl told her mother, the mother 
yelled at the man and he fled. 
The girl was advised to contact 
police if she sees the man again.

Security incident reports
The following incidents are compiled from reports filed with the Seattle 
Police Department.

 

By Julie Rowe

A chance to taste the new-
est wines as well as award-
winning favorites from the 
Northwest Wine Academy will 
be offered at two wine release 
parties hosted at South Seattle 
Community College.

The academy will debut 
their new 2008 vintage white 
wines, which include Riesling, 
Viognier, a new oak barrel 
Chardonnay, and their new 
white table wine which is a 
blend of Riesling and  
Sauvignon Blanc. 

A wide variety of red and 
white wines will be offered for 
tasting and purchase, includ-
ing: Rosé, Barbera, Syrah, 
and a limited quantity of 2008 
black muscat Rosé. Gift bas-
kets will also be available for 
sale.

Wines will be accompa-
nied by light appetizers select-
ed to complement them. “We 
are going to have some tasty 
treats to go with the wine,” 
said Regina Daigneault, fac-
ulty coordinator and instructor 
of wine technology. The aim 
is to provide some examples 
of ideal pairings between wine 
and food and to enhance the 
experience of the tasting.

The wine program at 
SSCC recently picked up two 
medals in a blind tasting at this 
year’s Seattle Wine Awards. 
They won the Grand Award 
of Excellence gold medal for 
their 2006 Cabernet Franc and 
a Grand Award of Excellence 
bronze medal for their 2007 

oak aged Chardonnay. Their 
2006 Cabernet Sauvignon was 
named “outstanding” by the 
panel of sommeliers.

The wine tastings will take 
place at the Northwest Wine 
Academy, in the Wine and 
Welding building on the South 
Seattle Community College 
campus on Friday, June 12 
from 3-7 p.m. and Saturday, 
June 13 from 12-4 p.m. Both 
events are open to the public.

Student Felipe “Phil” Ramos is capping bottles of Riesling wine 
before they are labeled and sold. Photo by Wylie Steuart

Acclaimed wine program offers taste of success



When 
I last left 
off with my 
column, I 
described 
the first 
day of 
traveling 
to Yakima 
and the first sessions at the 
Students of Color Confer-
ence. 

Our previous adviser 
mentioned there would be 
a controversial speaker 
at the conference and she 
wasn’t kidding! It was one of 
Hawaii’s best-known Na-
tive leaders and scholars, 
Huanani-Kay Trask. 

In her speech, Trask said 
she is in favor of pro-activ-
ism and cultural diversity. At 
the same time, she said no 
one outside the continental 
United States likes the United 
States and she didn’t want 
any tourism on her homeland. 
With tourism, you’re interact-
ing with other cultures. This 
is what diversity is all about, 
right? It was truly a culture 
shock to me. 

Trask talked about or-
ganization being the key to 
successful communication. 
I wonder how many people 
heard her.  Following her 
speech was a question-and-
answers period. It started out 
civil, but with each passing 
question disrespect from the 
audience grew.  There was 
variety in the people who 
asked the questions, but lack 
of respect for some of their 
opinions. 

Four minor problems 
arose from this lack of re-
spect and organization. First, 
people weren’t waiting their 
turn to speak. Second, Trask 

didn’t fully answer a 
question about African-
American culture to 
the satisfaction of the 
person who asked it. 

Third, one woman 
left because she was of-
fended when Trask told 
her that her land was 
not a region, only a city 
or similar. When they 
moved the Q & A ses-
sion from the expansive 
ballroom to a cramped 
conference room one 
student tried to stand 
up against the speaker’s 
strong rhetoric. That 
person was told to sit 
down out of respect for 
the speaker.

I saw this whole Hua-
nani-Kay Trask thing as 
blatant stereotyping, a biased 
and disorganized so-called 
debate between her and the 
audience. Some individu-
als were verbally put down, 
and we received no apology 
from conference organizers. 
People are entitled to their 
own opinion and no one has 
the same perspectives, or at 
least we hope not.

Afterwards, it was good 
to have a movie and dance. It 
erased everyone’s cynicism 
towards others and burned  
off tensions. The fact that 
some people can’t show 
respect to someone’s opinion 
is beyond me.

My favorite session was 
“The A.B.C.’s of ‘We’ ” that 
focused on diversity through 
community:  Affirm identity, 
Build community and Culti-
vate leadership. Some of the 
activities included character 
miming. In this activity we 
would stand back to back and 
mimic a Star Wars character, 

then turn around and guess 
what the other had mimed. 
We also did a dance version 
of Follow the Leader. After-
wards, one of the presenters, 
Michael Vindiola of West-
ern Washington University, 
explained to us the impor-
tance of recognizing that 
even though we don’t like the 
same things, it doesn’t mean 
we can’t work together.  At 
the same time, the conference 
could have had more of the 
A.B.C.’s.

Inviting Trask to the con-
ference made people think 
and see how fellow students 
from colleges throughout 
Washington thought. If Trask 
hadn’t sparked these views, 
we couldn’t have experienced 
true division in our concepts, 
cultures or opinions. For 
that reason, I thank Trask for 
taking a chance to give her 
views, no matter how harsh. 

There was a session 
group discussion on racism. 
I made a counter-point that if 
only one small section of race 
is covered in textbooks it can 
be considered racism because 

they’re suppressing info out-
side of the box. When a cul-
ture is either misinterpreted 
or underrepresented, we lose 
that fragment of diversity in 
our community.

Our last reflection meet-
ing was about how the whole 
event went down. Though 
we were exhausted, Vanessa 
Reed, adviser of Diversity 
and Retention, told us an up-
lifting quote: “Be exhausted, 
be exhilarated.” Through 
great hurdles, be refreshed, 
knowing you gained knowl-
edge you can share with the 
world from SOCC. Cara Pier-
son, Women’s Center adviser, 
commented on the energy of 
everyone.

The vans had to pull 
over for a second on our 
way back to Seattle and 
when we pulled back out, it 
was choreographed per-
fectly, so that it “looked 
like a parade,” fellow SSCC 
student, Sochetna Chhay 
exclaimed comically. Each 
van was a different shade:  
a sand one, blue, red, and a 
few white ones with marble 
interior. Talk about being 
diverse.  This was  a meta-
phor itself; if people can 
respect diversity it adds to 
the culture for everyone.

From my experience at 
the conference, I learned to 
keep my mind more open and 
I’m starting to be more car-
ing to other cultures, sharing 
their traditions. I’m able to 
understand our differences 
more. The conference was a 
privilege. I invite you to go 
to the next Students of Color 
Conference. With an open 
mind, expect to learn a lot, 
like I did.
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miSSion  
Statement

The Sentinel is 
solely funded by the stu-
dents of South Seattle 
Community College, and 
therefore should func-
tion to first serve the 
students, as well as the 
administration, faculty, 
and staff.

 The Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 

their activities and their 
personalities.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintain-
ing the highest stan-
dards in print journal-
ism, paying attention to 
accuracy and fairness 
in reporting.

The Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student 
reporters and write 
articles that reflect the 
broad cultural diversity 
of our campus popula-
tion.

and that are deemed 
to be of interest to the 
students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor 
to inform the reader, 
express opinions, and 
entertain.

The Sentinel is a 
member of the West 
Seattle/White Center 
communities. As such, 
we shall strive to in-
form and include these 
communities of and in 
our newspaper and in-
form the SSCC campus 
of these communities, 

Editorial Assistant
Raha Idris
 

Student Sochetna Chhay, and adviser of Diversity and 
Retention, Vanessa Reed, look over the upcoming agenda for 
SOCC in the ballroom. Photo by Wylie Steuart
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Two students from South 
Seattle Community College won 
first place at the local level of the 
League for Innovation literary 
competition. 

Stephanie Lafferty won the 
coveted spot in the poetry  
category for “Mi Amoré,” the 
story of a man enamored with a 
self-destructive woman. 

Adam Winans’ short story, 
“Funny Business,” received top 
honors for fiction. “Funny Busi-
ness” follows the deterioration of 
the relationship between a father 
and son after the son quits law 
school to join the circus. 

“It was about,” Winans said, 
“if I were to say it in three words: 
clowns, violence and profan-
ity – the three keys to literary 

success.”
Winans began developing his 

story in Hickey’s creative writing 
class. “He told me it would be 
helpful if I wrote 10 or so more 
pages,” he said. “I sat down to 
write the first line of the next 
10 pages, and after writing it, I 
couldn’t stop laughing.” Winans 
decided to make that the last line 
of the story.

“From the boost I’ve gotten 
from this, I’m going to try to get 
published,” Winans said.

SSCC also boasts two students 
who received honorable mention:  
Khanh-Dung “Katie” Le for her 
personal essay, “Homeroom and 
the Hole,” about her experiences 
attending junior high in Vietnam; 
and Madeleine Anderson  for the 
poem “Blood,” written from the 

perspective of a daughter whose 
mother dies during a tour of duty 
in Iraq. 

“We are not obliged to give 
an honorable mention, but we’ll 
give one or even two per catego-
ry if the work warrants it,” said 
Mike Hickey, English instruc-
tor and Poet Populist of Seattle, 
who served as the SSCC contest 
coordinator.

The League for Innovation in 
the Community College, founded 
in 1968, sponsors the annual 
writing contest at both local and 
national levels. 

District-level winners in each 
discipline will advance to the 
national level of the competi-
tion which is hosted this year 
by Anne Arundel Community 
College in Arnold, Maryland.  

Each district’s winners will then 
compete for national prizes. All 
winners and honorable mentions 
from the national level competi-
tion will be featured in a literary 
journal published by the host 
college.

The national first place winner 
in each category will receive a 
cash prize of $500, second place 
$200 and third place $100. The 
finalists in the national competi-
tion will be announced later this 
summer.

The winners of the one-act 
play and personal essay genres 
both came from North Seattle 
Community College. 

Christina Connell’s winning 
essay, “Advice,” took a satirical 
look at the counsel received from 
reading modern magazines. Matt 

Harrison’s one-act-play “Liz 
Estrada” was an innuendo-laced 
political farce. An honorable 
mention went to Katherine M. 
Seidemann for her essay entitled, 
“Things My Mother Sent Me.”

An awards luncheon to honor 
the district winners and those 
granted honorable mention will 
take place on June 11 at NSCC. 
The Seattle Community College 
District Board of Trustees will 
also attend the luncheon.

The poetry portion of the com-
petition received the highest vol-
ume of entries from SSCC. Some 
50-60 poems were submitted by 
students. The district competition 
consisted of North Seattle, South 
Seattle and Seattle Central com-
munity colleges and was open to 
students of those institutions.  

South students win Innovation literary contest

Ambiguity fills Art Gallery
SUMMER ON CAMPUS

By Julie Rowe

A colorful arrangement of 
individual paintings on heavy-
duty file folders makes up “Al-
phabet,” perhaps the most  
visually striking piece of art in 
the Ambiguities exhibit, on dis-
play at South Seattle Community 
College’s Art Gallery through 
June 19.  In one of the paintings, 
a jet flies out of a horse’s ear 
while a human eye watches from 
the sun overhead.

Through the various exhibits 
in the show, artist John Feodo-
rov approaches the subject of 
modern spirituality. “I see them 
as artifacts of contemporary 
desperation,” Feodorov said of 
his artwork.

In the artist’s statement 
which accompanies the exhibit, 
Feodorov writes that the show 
“reflects my interest in the relent-
less human search for meaning 
and identity … [and] explores the 
elusive nature of meaning.” 

Feodorov uses an eclectic 
collection of mediums to create 
the artworks featured in Ambigu-
ities. Three of the four exhibits in 
the show are mixed media works, 
two of which feature video. 

In another piece, Feodorov 
has removed the stuffing from 
several teddy bears and molded 
it into a single large bear. The 
flattened teddy bears lie scat-
tered, empty and discarded on 
the floor beneath it. He chose not 
to title the piece in order to leave 
its interpretation open to the 
observer’s imagination. 

“I decided to leave it untitled 
because I didn’t want to define 
it,” Feodorov said.

“Souls Awaiting a Future” 
incorporates video, clay figures 
and metal fabrication into a 
thought-provoking installation 
which is the largest piece in the 
exhibit. 

“My intent is to sacralize the 
profane and profane the sacred, 

or even better, to complicate the 
relationship between the two,” 
Feodorov said. 

Feodorov, originally from 
Los Angeles, is an assistant 
professor of art at Fairhaven 
College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies at Western Washington 
University in Bellingham. He 
is also a songwriter who plays 
guitar and violin. 

The artist enjoys show-
ing his work at less traditional 
venues such as SSCC’s gallery. 
“It has a different audience, and 
that’s important to me. I’d pre-
fer that a non-art audience have 
access to it as well,” Feodorov 
said.

To find out more about Am-
biguities and upcoming exhibits 
at the art gallery, visit the SSCC 
Art Gallery group on Facebook.

“Ambiguities” runs through 
June 19 in the Art Gallery at 
South Seattle Community College.

By Monica Boatwright

I had heard of the ridicu-
lously impossible love that knew 
no bounds, so I just had to check 
it out for myself. The book that 
took teenage girls around the 
world by storm, “Twilight” by 
Stephanie Myers, was indeed one 
of the better romantic fantasy 
tales I’ve read in awhile.

What girl my age wouldn’t 
want to read a daring tale about 
a homely girl winning over the 
heart of a hotter-than-life vam-
pire boy? Swept away from her 
dreary life of reality and into the 
depths of the imaginary—a place 
some of us would like to hide in 
from time to time.

Bella, the female protagonist 
of the series, was a smart, strong 
character in the beginning, but 
it all started to fade away as her 
love and dependence on Edward, 
her vampire boyfriend, grew.  
By the end of the second of four 
books, Bella came to accept that 
she was nothing without her Ed-
ward and that she would gladly 
give her life if it meant he would 
have his happiness.

I was thrilled that it took 
place in this state in a small town 
that I have been to. It was a great 
story, especially for a first time 
author. But it was just that: a 
story. And surely teen girls would 
understand that.  The modern 
teen girl wouldn’t take this saga 

as a new gospel that said, “THIS 
is how your life should be.”

Or was I wrong to think 
that? Was I wrong to think that 
there was only a fraction of a 
fraction of women out there who 
believe that their lives centered 
on having a man?

Yes, apparently I was.
As part of my Sociology 101 

class with Michael McCrath, I 
originally decided to see what 
effect the book “Twilight” had 
on teen girls. More specifically, 
how good of a role model Bella’s 
character was to teen girls. I’ll 
admit that I already had it in my 
mind that ‘she’ did have some ef-
fect on teen girls; I just wanted to 
see the breadth of ‘her’ influence.

I first went out on chat 
forums, where teen girls com-
muned globally to talk about 
the latest gossip, and asked my 
questions there. I was expecting 
a brief, non-descript yes, no or 
IDK to my simple questions.

Instead, I received para-
graphs from young women 
deeply convinced one way or the 
other. A lot of them felt that Bella 
was the ideal woman to emulate 
because she won her man and, 
thus, had the perfect life.

My long-time friend  
being one of the girls I originally 
interviewed explained it to me 
this way: “It’s the life we all 
dream about, right? Every girl 
wants – needs – to feel wanted. 

Bella didn’t make us girls start to 
think that; she just reaffirmed our 
belief.” 

To me, that was just plain 
crazy. Wasn’t the whole feminist 
movement about eradicating that 
need to have a man? It was one 
thing to be in a relationship with 
a person and be your significant 
other’s equal. But it is totally  
another thing to be in a relation-
ship with someone just because 
you want to have a boyfriend 
who you feel is better than you in 
every way.

After I talked to my friend 
about this, I started to focus on 
only the feedback that I received 

Continued on next page

by Shireen Deboo

Summer reading
With spring quarter nearly 

at a close, it’s a good time to be 
thinking about summer relax-
ation.  

Summer is a great time to 
expand your reading beyond the 
requirements of the classroom.  
Take the opportunity to read about something that interests or 
entertains you!  

Our library has a number of graphic novels (comics), 
Harry Potter books and classics by English and American mas-
ters like Steinbeck and Austen. Our paperback racks have spy 
series, romance and adventure picks.  

Anyone at the reference desk would be happy to make 
additional suggestions for titles.  Patricia and Jeff are other 
library staff who also have a long list of favorites.     
   

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 
in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/

@ the Library

Twilight: romance or reality?

By Julie Rowe
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help Wanted

Develop an effective 
resume through a one-on-
one appointment with a 
WorkSource – Career Center 
Partner. 

Reserve your slot through 
the WorkSource front desk at 
(206) 764-5304. Or come to 
RSB 79. Check in at the front 
desk 5 - 10 minutes before 
your scheduled appointment.

Make your 
Resume

Get 
the 
Job
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Lost 
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(206) 764-5304

Puzzle made by Nardos Asfaw

the Writing 
Center is for 

you!
South Seattle’s Writing Center is free!
The Writing Center is on the 
second floor of the library 

(LIB205).
 

Visit our website for more 
information   http://dept.

seattlecolleges.com/ssccwrite/ 

Crossword Puzzle
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Across 
3 Summertime drink: Iced___
4 Verb for a summer wedding
7 Summer love (male)
9 SPF 40
11 Summer shoes
12 Summer in French

Down 
1 Seattle’s traditional summer 
festival
2 Zodiac sign
5 Summer of 1967
6 Music, dance, performance, etc.
8 Outdoor events in summer
10 Summer spot: shore of the sea

to accommodate students who 
were not on campus while the 
polling booths were open. 

She also pointed out some 
inadequacies in the online vot-
ing. The voters weren’t able to 
change their selections if they 
clicked on a candidate in error. 

Further, the design of the 
Web site made one candidate 
visible on the top of the page 
and the other visible only if the 
voter scrolled down. 

“In the future, I think it 
would be best to have both an 
online option and a polling 

table,” Rowe said.
Some candidates enjoyed 

the campaign.
“I didn’t have anybody to 

campaign against,” Lin said, 
“but I still made flyers and 
passed them out. I found it so 
interesting, and I made some 
friends when doing so.”

Rowe said she most enjoyed 
the spirit of teamwork. “So 
many friends and even people 
I’d only recently met came 
forward to volunteer their help 
with my campaign,” she said. 
“I was overwhelmed with their 

support.”
The new representatives will 

attend several training sessions in 
preparation for their transition into 
the next academic school year. 
 

from girls who were pro Bella.  
And that’s when it hit me. 
There was no way Myers could 
have single-handedly influ-
enced all the girls I talked to 
about this with one small series 
of books. No, her books were 
just a reflection of what already 
was.

This was an eye opener for 
me, and it should be for all other 
women out there. Whoever said 
that women now have the equal-
ity that they were looking for 
was wrong. Though women still 
face lower pay rates and social 
stigmas, our biggest oppres-
sor now just may very well be 
ourselves. 

My research and subsequent 

“findings” (for lack of better 
words) are in no way science. 
I really only talked to about 40 
girls out of millions who have 
read the books. But if 49% of 
the girls I talked to believe that 
their existence is only impor-
tant if they have a boyfriend, 
then how many worldwide 
believe that? 

If girls are only focus-
ing on gaining and retaining 
a boyfriend, then how much 
energy are they using to gain 
and obtain an education? How 
much time are they devoting 
to exploring new options and 
bettering themselves?   

Or maybe I’m just over-
thinking things.  

The answers are on Page 5 . 

Become a  
school principal!

Education Administrator Program 
Information Session
Thursday, June 4
5:30-7 p.m. DROP IN!
University Center, Room 200

Judy Jennings        –        (206) 764-5371

C l a s s e s  b e g i n  i n  S e p t e m b e r

D i e s e l  a n d  h e a v y 
E q u i p m e n t  C l u b

We are a conglomeration of 
students who come together to 
help get our program known in the 
industry so that we can get jobs.

We meet regularly
We participate in community service
We are on the north side of the 
school

President James Miller
E-mail: millertime_496@yahoo.com

TWILIGhT, Continued from Page 6 ELECTION, Continued from Page 2

Ed. Note:  A grievance was 
filed because of non-compli-
ance with campaign rules. 
Following an inquiry into the 
election, the results for the 
office of president were found 
to be invalid. Thus, another 
election for that position is 
tentatively scheduled for mid-
June.
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It’s a good thing.

















































We support
breastfeeding
Private breastfeeding area

available in JMB 135

Brought to SSCC by the Women’s Center and the 
Department of Diversity & Retention in cooperation 

with Student Life Operations.

earn your bachelor’s on 
SSCC’s campus!
www.ewu.edu/sscc
425.564.5100

Eastern Washington University and 
South Seattle Community College 
have teamed up to o�er a Bachelor 
of Science degree in technology. 

To learn more contact Greg 
Dempsey Jr. at 425.564.5103 or 
email greg.dempsey@ewu.ewu

AROUND hERE
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Starting this September, 
schools in West Seattle could 
see their start and end times 
changed by anywhere from five 
to 55 minutes.

The Seattle School Board 
will vote June 3 on schedule 
changes introduced May 20 that 
it says will make the school 
transportation system more 
efficient.

Under the proposal, most 
West Seattle schools would 
start 20 to 25 minutes later. 
But, West Seattle High School 

would start 10 minutes earlier. 
And, in the biggest proposed 
change, Pathfinder K-8 would 
start 55 minutes earlier and 
dismiss 45 minutes earlier.

According to Seattle Public 
Schools, the proposed schedule 
changes come after input from 
families, principals and staff 
and will allow students to be 
picked up and dropped off while 
there is still adequate daylight.

The proposed changes are 
part of new school transporta-
tion standards adopted by the 

School start times could change in September

By Rose Egge

On May 18, Seattle Public 
Schools announced a reduction 
in force (RIF), or layoffs, that 
could take 20 different instruc-
tors from West Seattle schools. 

West Seattle High School’s 
staff was hit hardest in the 
district, with nine staff members 
cut. The school lost five lan-
guage arts instructors including 
the newspaper advisor, yearbook 
advisor and a reading specialist. 
Other positions cut included a 
bilengual specialist and a physi-
cal education instructor. 

“I was in shock, that [the 
cuts] went so deep,” said West 
Seattle High School principal 
Bruce Bivins. “My first inten-
tions were ‘how do I get them 
back?’ I did not want to lose 
these teachers that have devel-
oped curriculum in their depart-
ment and are integral to our 
school.” 

Madison Middle School’s 
staff lost a counselor, two social 
studies instructors and one  
instructor who taught history 
and language arts. 

Three instructors from 
Chief Sealth High School were 
cut, including language arts and 
physical education teachers.

An upper-level classroom 
teacher from Schmitz Park  
Elementary and a counselor 
from West Seattle Elementary 
were also cut.

Cooper Elementary School 
staff, which will be redistributed 
to other local schools next year, 

also lost two classroom instruc-
tors.

The Seattle Public School 
District announced May 15 that 
172 teachers and staff members, 
or 5 percent of the district’s total 
certificated workforce, will be 
laid off in response to significant 
cuts in state funding. 

Superintendent Maria 
Goodloe-Johnson explained that 
the cuts were made in response 
to an estimated $34 million bud-
get shortfall for the upcoming 
school year.

The school district ex-
plained that teachers have been 
laid off based on district senior-
ity within their department. 

“This is a very painful deci-
sion to have to make,” Goodloe-
Johnson said, “We worked for 
many months to keep budget 
cuts away from the classroom. It 
is extremely difficult to lay off 
teachers and school-based staff, 
people who make a difference in 
students’ lives every day.” 

Cut staff members have 
been informed directly. Seattle 
Public Schools is planning a se-
ries of counseling and resource 
supports for staff who receive 
layoff notices. 

The district has already 
implemented a number of bud-
get-cutting strategies, includ-
ing a reduction in central office 
staff, hiring freezes, increased 
efficiencies in operations such 
as transportation and nutri-
tion services, closing schools, 
a responsible use of reserves, 
and freezing cost-of-living 

adjustments. 
Goodloe-Johnson added 

that she was optimistic that 
retirements and resignations 
would allow the district to recall 
a number of the individuals who 
are being laid off. 

“We deeply regret that we 

At least 20 teachers cut from West Seattle schools
must implement a reduction in 
force,” Goodloe-Johnson said. 
“My staff and I have worked 
hard to keep cuts as far away 
from the classroom as pos-
sible, and we will continue to 
develop strategies to support 
our students, classrooms and 

schools.” 
Across the state, at least 

2,300 public school teachers 
have received layoff notices, 
according to the Washington 
Education Association.

Reprinted with permission 
of the West Seattle Herald.

School Board in March.
The new transportation stan-

dards will save $2.2. million and 
allow the Seattle School District 
to transport the same number of 
students using 49 fewer buses, 
according to the district.

The June 3 meeting will be 
held at the John Stanford Center, 
2445 3rd Ave. S., from 6 to 9 
p.m. It is also broadcast on cable 
Channel 26.

Reprinted with permission 
of the West Seattle Herald, www.
westseattleherald.com.


