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Julie 
Rowe 
President

My 
name is Julie 
Rowe.  As 
your Presi-
dent,  I would 
enjoy the 
experience 
of serving 
my fellow 
students, 
who are a 
remarkable 
group of people.  

I want to improve the overall 
experience of students on our campus 
and be a resource for my classmates. 
As students, it is our duty to support 
each other and get involved in making 
advancements and improvements.  

I am concerned with any issue 
that affects South’s students, including:  
textbook access and prices, tutoring, 
policies, transfer preparation, increas-
ing opportunities for university transfer, 
English as a second language, parking, 
adjusting to studying in the US, the 
cafeteria, etc. 

 I hope all students will come to me 
with any concerns they have so that we 
can find a solution. I know that we have 
the power and opportunity to resolve the 
issues we are facing by working together.

South has a wonderful atmosphere 
of community and cooperation. I want 
to continue to foster that in the future.  
I want to explore offering more social 
opportunities, such as a campus dance 
or prom.

Leadership and teamwork are a 
part of my everyday life. My current job 
is to inform and involve students. 

While maintaining a 4.0 GPA, I’ve 
worked as a Reporter for the Sentinel 
newspaper since fall quarter. I also 
tutor on campus. Balancing is a matter 
of priorities. Every week I review my 
responsibilities and then handle them 
according to their deadline and impor-
tance. It is important that I not neglect 
my work in favor of my coursework, and 
vice versa. I will bring these organiza-
tional skills to the presidency. 

Kai Ma 
Academic Success Chair

My name 
is Kai Ma. 
Friends al-
ways call me 
Mark. I am an 
international 
student who 
comes from 
China. I am 
taking AMT, 
and this is my 
third quarter 
in aviation.

I’d like to 
be a member 
of the United 

Student Association because I want to 
help people; I’d like to see their faces 
with smiles after I help them.  By helping 

Tzu-en Lin
Senator

I am 
Tzu-en Lin. 
There are 
several 
reasons that 
why I would 
like to be a 
member of 
the United 
Student 
Associa-
tion. Firstly, 
I would like 
to get involved in student affairs. I like 
to help students with any concern that I 
can. I hope this is a great opportunity for 
me to improve my social skill and public 
relations. I will gain lots of knowledge 
and know numerous people through 
this experience. Secondly, I will stand 
for students’ rights and concerns, and 
help them to find the right way of solving 
problems. Also, I will be a wonder-
ful assistant to help USA chairs and 
committees. I will try my best to do as 
great a job as I can, and will be the best 
representative of students. Thirdly, I 
am interested about student activities, 
student transferring, community service, 
study environment, the issues that most 
relate to our life, and what students 
most care about, etc. Next, I believe I 
am qualified for this position because I 
am an enthusiastic and helpful person. I 
DO care about every student. Moreover, 
I am the vice president of the Chinese 
Student Association. I think I have the 
experience of leadership; therefore, I’m 
capable to take this position. Finally, as 
a student, I will make my study the high-
est priority as always. I am a student, 
and it is my duty to be a good student. 
However, besides the school work, I 
will spend most of my time on this job. I 

Shail Patel
Legislative 
Affairs 
Committee 
Chair

I know 
that student 
government 
is a fun place 
to work and 
I believe 
that there is 
nothing more 
important 
than working 
for your college.  

I want to help my college in 
whatever way I can to make it the best 
community college in the country.    

I want to address three basic 
issues.  The first issue is reducing the 
noise level in the library and making 
sure that the library has at least one 
copy of each of the textbooks that are 
currently being used in classes (they 
only seem to have old editions).   

The second issue I want to 
address is increasing the number of 
tutors in the MAST (Math and Science 
Tutoring center).  I am wondering if there 
are other incentives that will encourage 
more students to volunteer.

The third issue I want to address 
is making sure that bookstore textbooks 

Huaping Wu 
Community Service Chair

I am an 
international 
student in 
South Seattle 
Community 
College. 
The reason I 
would like to 
be a member 
of the United 
Student As-
sociation is 
that I am a 
warm-hearted 
person, and I 

am very willing to help other people. At 
the same time, I would like to experience 
more in my studying life. I would like to 
work in Community Service because 
this is a very good opportunity for me to 
improve my ability to communicate with 
people and my social skills. I can learn 
how to deal with relationships with peo-
ple. If I could be a member of the United 
Student Association, I would make very 
good time management in my school 
work and daily life. I can spend my free 
time as much as possible. I hope I can 
get the chance.

Mary 
Shipley 
Senator

I would 
like to be 
a part of 
the United 
Student 
Association 
at SSCC to 
effectively 
represent 
student 
issues in 
the context 
of student and administrative inter-
face.  Realizing that students here, 
whether academic or technical, are here 
first and foremost to learn; I feel that 
academic success must be my primary 
focus.  This may mean advocating for 
increased tutoring budget, earlier coun-
seling, or organizing study groups. While 
learning comes first, students here at 
SSCC also hold many shared concerns 
as to the price of tuition and books or 
have personal concerns all of which call 
for representation.  

I feel I can use my skills in com-
munication to effectively hear and 
present what is on your mind.  I want 
to get to know you and you concerns 
as well as what you like and don’t want 
to see taken away.  I have practice 
keeping schedules and balancing work 
with school and know that I can fulfill 
the duties of senator.  I work well under 
stress and am a strong member of the 
team.  Vote for me and you find you 
have a competent spokesperson for you 
as a student.

Eric Owen
Vice President of Finance

Given 
the current 
state of our 
economy, 
money has 
become as 
high a priority 
as ever.  Be-
tween books, 
tuition, and 
parking, 
it can be 
difficult to 
balance our 

own personal 
budgets between classes.  I feel that 
money should play no role in the nurtur-
ing of a sound community between 
students, faculty, and staff--and that 
there are things we can do to help.

During high school I served as a 
standing member of the Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America, a society 
aimed at teaching successful organiza-
tion skills to students in business-orient-
ed studies.  The sense of responsibility 
it gave me provided a springboard in 
developing my passion for business 
and finance.  Along with the sense of 
duty it provided me, the experience 
solidified in me the idea that the best 
way to go about accomplishing a goal 
is through teamwork and dedication.  I 
now serve the Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society here at South, while performing 
as the front desk for the Academics and 
Transitional Studies office in the evening 
(a position involving daily interaction 
with both faculty and students where I 
provide up-to-date information regarding 
classes, books, and scheduling among 
other things).

I feel that skills and experiences I 
have acquired from these various posi-
tions have given me a straightforward 
idea as to how I would conduct myself: 
through the students’ voice.  Objectively 

Jon 
Bartels
Senator

My 
name is Jon 
Bartels and I 
would like to 
be a member 
of the USA. 
Some of the 
duties I want 
to perform 
would be 
helping the 
student body 
and bringing forth many new creative 
changes to South Seattle Community 
College. Being elected as a student 
senator would open new doors for my 
academic and future career opportuni-
ties. Promoting an artistic environment 
and encouraging students to think outside 
of the box is a goal of mine. Student 
issues change all the time that is why I 
believe a new system should be invented 
to aid students in voicing their concern 
on what is happen around the campus. 
An online forum or voting system could 
be implemented to help with this. While I 
have never had a leadership position in 
the monetary field, I have volunteered my 
time and leadership to different events 
thrown in the Pacific North West that 
require a steady and positive mind set. I 
take my academic career very seriously, 
but balancing my academic work, play 
time, and home life is never a difficult task 
for me. Hopefully I will be elected so I can 
bring forth new and exciting changes forth 
to the SSCC campus.
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INVOLVEMENT

Nathaniel 
J. McRae
President

Thank 
you very 
much for tak-
ing a moment 
to learn more 
about me and 
the direc-
tion I would 
like to take 
the United 
Students 
Association 
(USA).

We, as students in a diverse envi-
ronment, are representative of and play 
a clear leadership role in our culturally 
diversifying world. 

As President of USA, my team and 
I will be probing the students at large 
to vocalize their concerns. Examples 
of current issues and projects are: Text 
book pricing and rental, budget cuts 
and class cancellations, information 
technologies, student representation in 
board of trustees, among many others. 
The most crucial element in addressing 
these types of issues is organizing. This 
is why I have developed a leadership 
team eager to empower their student 
body, and not just their transcript. 

I have considerable organizing ex-
perience, as well as the leadership skill 
needed to take on the President’s posi-
tion. I have learned from many mistakes 
I’ve made while organizing the Freedom 
Mic Movement, a group I founded simi-
lar to the Club of Uncommon Knowledge 
(C_U_K) here on campus. On the other 
hand, in creating the Club of Uncom-
mon Knowledge, I found that I can be 
successful in organizing by working hard 
and motivating others to lead with me. 
Through the leadership experience I 
have now and the opportunities that lay 
ahead, I feel confident and ready for the 
President’s position.

Student government elections for 2009-10 are May 13 & 14
speaking, I seek to find ways to alleviate 
the stress that our financial drains can 
produce.  

With this in mind, I cannot promise 
anything but dedication to the cause:  if 
there are ways we can accomplish a 
better sense of community and financial 
well-being amongst the students, they 
will be sought out. 

If security continues to be an issue 
with regards to break-ins and theft, 
something will be done.  That is some-
thing I can promise.

I believe that no administration can 
function without input from its support-
ers, be it positive or negative, and that 
such a role cannot persist through au-
tonomy alone.  With your support, I plan 
on taking every opportunity to improve 
the dialogue between students and 
faculty.  I plan on listening to students’ 
concerns and suggestions, and develop-
ing my administration around them.  I 
plan on providing, and doing everything 
I can to serve the students, and look 
forward to the responsibilities that come 
along with the position of VP.  Thank 
you for your interest in the candidacy.

are as inexpensive as possible.
 I am concerned with all types of 

student issues and I want to help each 
student to the best of my ability.   

I believe I am qualified for this posi-
tion because I founded two clubs in my 
college in India.  These clubs were very 
popular in a short period of time and I 
helped the students make their miser-
able lives fun.

I have balanced my time so that I 
can do my best in my studies and extra-
curricular activities. 

student issues: academic, financial, and 
even personal issues. If I were selected 
to be an issues and concerns committee 
chairperson, the first thing that I would 
like to accomplish is to make the book 
price in our bookstore as low as pos-
sible. I would also like to solve issues 
concerning cafeteria services, transfer 
program, and international students’ 
services in the future.

I am confident to say that I am 
qualified for this position because I know 
I can make changes in our school. From 
my previous leadership experience as a 
member of SSCC Scholars Leadership 
Board and a representative of an advisory 
class of Cleveland high school, I also 
know that I am a leader and students can 
always rely on me. As an active student, 
school, home and work responsibilities 
are always challenging, so in order to be 
successful, I have greatly balanced those 
tasks using my time management skills. 
I separate each task from each other 
and I always perform the prioritized 
ones first. I have managed my time 
wisely by scheduling when to study, 
work, and when to have fun.

I am an experienced leader. I 
am capable of making changes in our 
school and I will represent students.

Sochetna Chhay
Senator

I would 
like to be a 
member of the 
USA because 
I want to get 
involved, learn 
new things, 
and take part 
in a leadership 
role, more 
importantly, 
represent stu-
dents. I have 
heard students 
having prob-
lems and complaining about things that 
have been happening on our campus a 
lot of times and they do not know what 
to do or who can help them. So being a 
member of the USA, I know that I can 
represent students, solve problems, and 
make our college a better environment 
for each and every one of us. 

I am concerned with all types of 

can spend extra time and weekends on 
working for student government. I will do 
my best to handle this position and do 
the perfect job for all students.



Peter Duncan
Student Issues and Concerns 
Chair 

I desire 
to be a mem-
ber of the 
USA because 
I care about 
the way 
students 
approach the 
issues facing 
them in pur-
suit of their 
education 
and careers.

As 
senator I 

would promote a deliberative process 
by which we could accurately represent, 
and comprehensively resolve, the most 
important issues of the student body.

I am concerned with those issues 
which will form a barrier to the students’ 
educational and career pursuits; at the 
other end, I am an advocate for those 
things which will best aid students to 
reach their educational and career 
goals.  An example of the former would 
be campus wide computer viruses.  
An example of the latter might be the 
proposed book rental program.

I tirelessly worked to bring to 
prominence the campus computer 
virus challenge last quarter.  My initia-
tive in securing enough signatures to 
demonstrate student solidarity on this 
issue was instrumental in bringing about 
the positive resolution we all now enjoy 
when we log onto campus computers.

I currently prioritize to balance 
school, work and home duties.  All activi-
ties have a common theme: career.

Yifan Chen 
Marketing Chair

I want 
to apply  for 
student 
government to 
improve lead-
ership ability 
and commu-
nication skills 
and to earn 
working 
experience, 
which is not 
only good 
for upgrad-
ing myself, 

but also good for transferring to a top 
university. 

If I could be selected to be a com-
mittee chair, I would like to stand for stu-
dents’ profit and do my best to enhance 
the quality of campus life.

I am concerned with the study envi-
ronment, community service and the price 
of food in cafeteria. Because all those 
things are very important for students’ 
daily life and study, also they probably 
affect students’ feeling about school.

I have been keeping a good GPA 
during this year, and I have had leader-
ship experience in high school since 
I have been monitor for almost three 
years. So I think I can do very good job 
in this position that I am applying for now 
and obviously I don’t want to lose this 
opportunity.

As a good student, I always put 
study the first important thing that I have 
to finish in the ahead of time, and then 
use the rest of time to do my work as hard 
as I can. Of course I will make a plan to 
avoid messing up my study and work.

Yuandong Li
Community Service Chair

I’m an 
international 
student from 
China. I’m 
studying 
bioengineer-
ing at SSCC. 
My dream is 
to become 
a genetic 
scientist and I 
picture myself 
working in the 
lab with great 
scientists and 
trying to find a 
solution to cancer.

I’ve been in SSCC for one year. I 
want to transfer to UC Berkeley to finish 
my bachelor’s degree. I understand 
the high quality and strict admission 
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ON CAMPUS

Continued on Page 7

Jonathan 
Girmatzion
Senator

Campaign 
statement 
not available 
at press time.

By Julie Rowe

What if a modern soccer 
facility were located on the 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege campus? It might behind 
Olympic Hall; or maybe in the 
grassy field next to the north 
parking lot.

This could be a reality if a 
proposed agreement between 
the college and an outside com-
pany can be reached. 

The planned soccer center 
would give students, staff and 
faculty at SSCC access to 
a new sports and recreation 
resource.  “What has been in-
cluded in the informal proposal 
is a certain number of free hours 
in the facility for our students 
and staff,” said Mark Mitsui, 
vice president of Student Ser-
vices at SSCC. 

“Students wouldn’t have to 
pay, and they could go into the 
facility and hold 5-a-side soccer 
leagues,” Mitsui added. Use of 
those hours could include the 
faculty, too. 

United Kingdom-based 
Goals Soccer Centers Inc. is 
considering SSCC as a potential 
site for a Seattle location. Goals 
currently owns and operates 31 
centers throughout the United 
Kingdom. Presently, there are 
no Goals Soccer Centers in the 
United States. 

Approximately 10 mini out-
door fields, measuring 33 x 22 
yards each, would be assembled 
on a 3-plus acre site. The fields 
are constructed of all-weather 
synthetic rubber crumb, which 
is replaced every seven years. 
Synthetic grass lies on top of 
that, and fields are enclosed 
with nets to prevent balls travel-
ing outside the fields.

“The ball always runs true 
on them, rain or shine,” said Les 
Allan, U.S. president of Goals 
Soccer Centers in the United 
States. 

SSCC owns the land that 
the center would stand on, 
but the facility itself would be 
owned by Goals Soccer Cen-
ters. Goals would lease the land 
and pay for the construction 
and maintenance of the facility. 
“Part of the beauty of this is that 
Goals pays for construction, the 
college doesn’t,” Mitsui said. 

The lease agreement be-
tween SSCC and Goals would 
give students, faculty and staff 
access to the fields and facilities 
at no cost during the center’s off-
peak hours. “I’m not sure what 
those would be until it opens up. 
Probably after 3 p.m.,” Mitsui 
said. “Then during the peak busi-
ness times for Goals, they would 
have that time for their customers 
who are paying. That way they 

could pay off their construction 
and operating costs.” 

The amount of the lease 
revenue is still being negotiated. 
“We need to identify the fair 
market value of the property and 
also look at appreciation over 
time,” Mitsui said, adding that 
Washington state’s accounting 
office is involved with the finan-
cial aspects of the deal.

“Having this facility will be 
great, not only for the students, 
but for other clubs and teams 
in the neighborhood, as well,” 
said David Griffiths, a physical 
education instructor who teaches 
soccer at SSCC. “And it’s going 
to create revenue for the col-
lege.” 

How the revenue the college 
receives would be used is also 
being worked out. Mitsui said it 

could be used for a campus well-
ness center or gym. 

Griffiths said that idea 
“would be fantastic. I mean, if 
you look around the campus, 
there are many new buildings for 
your history classes, your sci-
ence classes. The one thing that 
we’ve kind of fallen behind on, I 
believe, is the sporting aspect.” 

The center could improve 
the soccer experience at SSCC. 
“The fields that they construct 
are state-of-the-art. If you’ve 
been out on the fields right now, 
they’re not really in playing 
shape. So, if they’re willing to 
come in and create a really nice 
field, that is attractive,” Mitsui 
said. 

The soccer center would 
likely be constructed on the 
southwest corner of the campus 
behind Olympic Hall, south of 
the tennis courts. An alternate 
site, on the front lawn closer to 
16th Avenue Southwest, had 
been discussed but is unlikely 
to be developed. That site ap-
pealed to Goals because it would 
be easy to drop off and pick up 
players. Construction is expected 
to take 14-16 weeks.

Goals Soccer Centers use 
five (player)-a-side soccer fields 
as opposed to 11-a-side regula-
tion soccer fields. “Anyone that 
plays 11-a-side loves 5-a-side,” 
Allan said. 

In five-a-side soccer, each 
team consists of four outfield 
players and a goalkeeper. Five-
a-side also features a smaller 
pitch, goals and shorter game 
times. Balls may not go higher 
than the players’ heads or a 
penalty is incurred. 

Fields are considerably 
smaller. “They don’t have as 
much running around, so old 
guys like me could actually 
play,” Mitsui said. “It’s also 
great for smaller kids.” 

“I think in this situation, 
five-a-side would be better,” 
Griffiths said. “Because you get 
more touches to the ball, get 
more play for the money that 
you paid.  If you just put in one 
field, it would be kind of restric-
tive to the amount of people 
that could play, whereas if you 
have five-a-side, you’d get more 

Soccer fields, right here on campus
These things may become one of SSCC’s goals

“Having this  
facility will 

be great, not 
only for the 
students, 

but for other 
clubs and 

teams in the  
neighbor-
hood, as 

well.” 
DaviD Griffiths

people, I can also improve my English 
and make more friends. One more 
reason is improving my skills for having 
good communication with teachers and 
students which is important for my study 
in the future.  

I’m concerned with any kind of stu-
dent who needs my help in our school, 
especially the international student. 

I’d like to unite with the interna-
tional student who can not understand 
their teacher’s class very well; we can 
talk and find out a method which can 
help their understanding.

If I get this position, I won’t let it 
affect my study. I will organize my life 
more clearly, and improve my study and 
work efficiency. Such as having class 
in the morning, work in afternoon, and 
review and preview at night. I’m still 
planning to join some volunteer activities 
on weekends. I believe I can take care 
of both my school and work well. 

To be honest, I don’t have much 
leadership experience. But I have a 
hunger for learning. I’d like to try some 
new things and try my best to accom-
plish it well. I hope USA can give me this 
opportunity.

VOTE ONLINE
http://www.southseattle.edu/sge

May 13 & 14

standard of UC Berkeley, so I’ve been 
working very hard since the first quarter 
to keep my GPA higher than 3.5.

Besides studying, I also took part 
in all kinds of student activities. I am 
the International Club president. I’ve 
successful helped organizing several in-
ternational students activities in the past 
three quarters, including Water Taxi ride, 
Mount Rainier trip, and Chinese Lunar 
New Year celebration. I volunteered in 
USA for two quarters, serving on two 
committees. I’m now an employee of 
The Sentinel newspaper.

Through all these experience in 
different student departments, I feel 
like being an official member of student 
government will further improve my 
leadership and communication skills. 
So I would like to apply for Community 
Service Chair position.

The reason why I choose this 
committee is that community service is 
a very important part of a student. We 
should not only receive benefits from the 
society, but also make our contribution 
to the community in return. 

If I could have the honor to be the 
chairperson, I will do my best job. I’ll bring 
a great deal of information about com-
munity service experience to the campus. 
I’ll encourage students to take part in 
volunteer opportunity and also join the 
volunteers myself to help the needed.

According to my experience in 
USA as a volunteer, I have a clear 
knowledge about the structure and 
procedure of student government. I 
have confidence that I am competent for 
the position. I’ll also keep my good GPA 
while working for student government.

Thank you for taking your time.
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CAMPUS TALK
staff Column / Wylie Steuart

Culture fever

mission  
statement

The Sentinel is 
solely funded by the stu-
dents of South Seattle 
Community College, and 
therefore should func-
tion to first serve the 
students, as well as the 
administration, faculty, 
and staff.

 The Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 

their activities and their 
personalities.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintain-
ing the highest stan-
dards in print journal-
ism, paying attention to 
accuracy and fairness 
in reporting.

The Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student 
reporters and write 
articles that reflect the 
broad cultural diversity 
of our campus popula-
tion.

staff

Editorial Assistant
Nardos Asfaw
 

Photo Editor
Wylie Steuart

Editor
Julie Rowe

Reporter
Monica  
Boatwright

Editorial Assistant
Emma Yin

and that are deemed 
to be of interest to the 
students of this institu-
tion. We shall endeavor 
to inform the reader, 
express opinions, and 
entertain.

The Sentinel is a 
member of the West 
Seattle/White Center 
communities. As such, 
we shall strive to in-
form and include these 
communities of and in 
our newspaper and in-
form the SSCC campus 
of these communities, 

Editorial Assistant
Raha Idris
 

Just 
think: 600 
students 
from 
all over 
Wash-
ington 
descend 
on Eastern 
Washington for three days, 
and then -- in as long as it 
takes for you to buy pops from 
those mechanical-arm soda 
machines -- all gone, returning 
Yakima back to a city of more 
than 70.

Yakima hosts the Students 
of Color Conference (SOCC) 
each year, celebrating diversi-
ty and cultures through group 
sessions, social networking, 
dialogue and recreation. Let 
me start from the beginning, 
which started Thursday, April 
16.

 I’m Wylie Steuart, photo 
editor for the SSCC newspa-
per; this is my first column. 
The conference was my 
second leadership retreat. I 
had signed up to be a driver, 
and we had to pick up the 
vans at 7:30 a.m. What do you 
know, each van was a differ-
ent shade: a sand one, blue, 
red and a few white ones, with 
marble interior. Talk about 
diverse. 

Vanessa Reed, Diversity 
and Retention adviser, treated 
the six drivers to coffee before 
the long trip to Yakima -- 22 
students attended. At 9 a.m. 
we packed into the vans for 
the two-hour drive through 
Snoqualmie Pass. Kimiko Foz, 
my navigator, said the scen-
ery looked like a movie, and 
I agreed: snowy mountains, 
rolling hills, cows, horse and 
nothing but road, a sight not to 
be forgotten. 

Finally, we arrived at 

the Red Lion Hotel and the 
convention. The convention 
kicked-off with drum music 
and dance from Wenatchee 
Valley College Native 
American dancers. 

Dave Edler, mayor of 
Yakima, gave us insight on 
milestones of diversity, one 
of his lines being, “Jackie 
Robinson broke the color 
barrier 62 
years ago,” 
in reference 
to baseball 
in 1945. 
Everyone 
clapped in 
unison. 

I felt 
the atmo-
sphere 
get more 
positive 
with each 
speaker. 
Later the 
crowd was 
invited to 
rally for 
their individual college. One 
college even held up a chair 
while making noise for the 
smaller populated ones. That 
goes to show you how posi-
tive and diverse the conven-
tion really was, which is 
SOCC’s goal--cultural unity 
through representation.  

I was so entranced by 
what we we were learning 
about other points of view 
and the activities that the 
time just flew by. 

Dolores Huerta, the 
opening speaker, made 
a point -- “United States 
doesn’t own our natural 
resources, companies do…
Other countries own their re-
sources” -- that many people 
may not know (and would 
make good research for 

SSCC’s new club of Uncom-
mon Knowledge). 

That evening, each 
adviser sat down with their 
college’s students to reflect on 
the past events and what the 
students were thinking about 
for the next few days. The 
best part of the meeting was 
when Chris Frank said, “It’s 
like a human ethnic salad.”

For the first 
session Sochet-
na Chhay, who 
was my room-
mate, and I went 
to the Pacific 
Island Ameri-
cans session. 
Presenter Eddie 
Maiava guided 
us in personal 
identity and 
poster-making 
activities, 
where we 
learned about 
other’s cultures 
and how they 
identify their 

personality/culture. 
The first open-mic speak-

er was Badriyya  Mahmood, 
one of the students from 
SSCC, who read an inspir-
ing poem promoting student 
equality and success. The 
following performances went 
into the “karaoke-American 
Idol theme.” The supportive 
aura for each student on stage 
was just as evident as it was 
at lunchtime. Events like the 
open-mic and dance were 
something that’s been missing 
at other retreats I’ve been to. 

On Friday, we went to 
the  “The Middle East: His-
tory, Religion, Culture and 
Beyond” session, and for the 
most part it was a real treat. It 
gave me a good perspective 
on what some people think 

of when they hear the term 
‘Middle East.’  

We were instructed to put 
a neutral, positive and negative 
value next to the perceptions. 
The two presenters, Ata Karim 
and Faisal Jaswal, discussed 
how these perceptions were 
almost always influenced by 
a third party: be it friends, 
relatives or the media and as a 
diverse group, we could relate. 
They were dynamic.

Other topics discussed 
were what regions were con-
sidered Islamic, how the same 
religions are different in other 
places. Although how they 
differ wasn’t really brought up. 
And I thought about this later. 

Break time came, and we 
all rushed out to stretch, talk or 
relax in our hotel rooms.

Look for the conclusion of 
my experience, complete with 
pictures, in the June issue of 
The Sentinel. I will tell you how 
the dynamic speaker wreaked 
havoc with the conference, and 
in so doing, made the entire af-
fair all the more memorable. 

SSCC 
pres. 
weighs  
in on   
the flu

The World Health Care 
Organization has issued a 
pandemic alert regarding the 
swine flu.  

One excellent source 
of information is the state 
Department of Health, and a 
link to the department’s facts 
about swine flu has been 
placed on the main page of 
our college website:  www.
southseattle.edu  The link is 
in the upper right side of the 
page.

The Seattle Community 
Colleges have an Influenza 
Pandemic Plan and South 
has a strong emergency plan, 
which will be put into action 
if it becomes necessary. 

 In the meantime, we 
will continue to monitor the 
situation.

(Ed. note: The scientific 
name of swine flu is H1N1 
influenza.)

The best part 
of the   

meeting was 
when Chris 
Frank said, 
“It’s like a  

human ethnic 
salad.”
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CAMPUS ACTION

LEFT: Michael Talbert 
unloads the new 
equipment for Campus 
Recreation. Talbert is an 
employee in the Game 
Room, South studying 
aviation. 

Photo By wylie steuart

RIGHT: That new equipment is four new 
LCD screen TVs. Games being played 
onscreen (l-r) are Streetfighter, Starwars 
Podracer, Super Smash Bros. Melee and 
Smash Brawl for the Wii. In addition, all the 
old computers were replaced with new Dell 
ones similar to ones used in the Library.

Devin Smith was one of more than 20 students who donated 
blood to the Puget Sound Blood Center (PSBC) in their mobile 
van March 11. The student government has the Blood Center 
come to South every two months for blood and bone marrow 
donations. Another blood drive will take place Monday, May 11 
at the Clock Tower Plaza. Bone marrow registration will also 
take place in front of the Jerry Brockey Student Center from 
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Information/reservations (not required): 
Nhien Huynh, (206) 764-5332.  Photo By moniCa BoatwriGht

Give blood (& get cookies)

By Monica Boatwright

Two gold medals and one 
sliver; that’s what South Seattle 
Community College culinary 
arts students racked up during 
this year’s Culinary Salon Feb. 
28 and March 1. 

 “It’s very, very rare,” 
said Chef Stephen Sparks, “to 
receive two gold medals.”  This 
is because medals are based on 
a rigorous point system that in-
cludes kitchen skills, teamwork 
and overall presentation.

Although it might be rare 
for one school to win two gold 
medals, it’s not surprising. Both 
the students for the Junior Hot 
Foods team and the students 
who participated in individual 
contemporary competitions 
trained for four months -- some-
times putting in 13-hour days 
to get ready. They were well 
prepared for whatever would 
come their way.

The Junior Hot Foods team 
had to prepare a four-course 
meal that included a classic dish 
from the world-famous French 
chef Escoffier. This requirement 
was not revealed to the competi-
tors until the day of the competi-
tion. 

“On T.V., they only get an 
hour to prepare their meals, but 
they also have six other people,” 
Sparks said. “And they know 
what they’re cooking ahead of 
time. They already have stuff 
prepared; we don’t,” he added, 
stressing just how difficult the 
competition really is. 

The team of five had to 

prepare all the ingredients from 
scratch and then cook them on 
site, all in 90 minutes.

Within the allotted time, 
the team was able to create four 
servings of gold beet salad, rack 
of lamb, black bottom pie and a 
salmon dish called Sole Paupi-
ette a la Trouvillaise, which was 
the mystery dish from Escoffi-
er’s cook book. 

Their hard work was worth 
it, and it paid off. The Junior 
Hot Foods team ended up re-
ceiving the gold for their meal.

Three of SSCC’s culinary 
arts students also participated 
in individual professional level 
competitions. Preparing and 
making everything on site, Me-
gan Pouliot won a gold medal of 
her own with a pear-walnut tart 
complemented with a rosemary 
ice. Lynn-Leigh Hall received 
a silver medal for her berry 
vanilla mousse and Mark Delos 
Reyes received a diploma for his 
stuffed chicken breast with rose-
mary, apples and almonds seeds 
with an apple brandy sauce. 

 “First word: tiring. Second 
word: rewarding,” H. Jones 
said of the competition. Andrea 
Oprel agreed. 

“It’s life changing. [It] gives 
you a sense of urgency,” Oprel 
said. “It changes your perspec-
tive; you learn how to work 
cleaner. You become more self-
disciplined and organized.”

Now the SSCC Culinary 
Arts students look forward to 
their next event in July, working 
just as hard and toward the same 
outcome.

Talk about fast food
In 90 minutes, culinary students 
win two golds and a silver

By Monica Boatwright

More than 30 people at-
tended the first meeting of the 
newly re-formed Black Student 
Union on April 16 to show their 
support and interest in this club.

 “Empowering -- just to 
have the turnout that we did, 
I thought was a success,” said 
Raymond Alford Jr., acting 
president.

“It started in the student 
center with just three of us,” Al-
ford said. He was only expecting 
about five to turn up for the first 
meeting, but it quickly grew, 
and before he knew it, they were 
taking their meeting outside to 
the Clock Tower Plaza. That’s 
where they believe they’ll be 
holding the rest of their meet-
ings for the remainder of the 

school year.
Alford was disheartened by 

the seeming lack of community 
at South Seattle Community 
College for African American 
students. 

“Just looking at the clubs 
that the campus offered, none 
pertained to the black students,” 
Alford said. So he joined up 
with Jonathan Habeeb-Ullah, 
Sergeant at Arms for the the Af-
rica American Student Union to 
talk about regenerating the BSU.

Alford is hoping that the 
large numbers they drew will 
be a prelude to what’s to come 
for this group, seeing that the 
BSU first attempted three years 
ago didn’t turn out exactly as 
planned. “They were focused 
on getting an African American 

curriculum. [We’re] just focused 
on keeping the students here. 
That’s where we’re going to 
start.”

Alford expressed that the 
BSU’s main objectives this 
time around is to maintain a 
high level of success for the 
black students here at the South 
campus and to provide service 
to the surrounding West Seattle 
community. “Things are differ-
ent from before -- the perspec-
tives are different now.”

The BSU’s plan is to spend 
a lot of time and focus on com-
munity service.  Plans are under 
way for organizing students 
together to help out with the Ka-
boom Project, which will help 
re-build Delridge playground 
during the summer.  Also in 
May the BSU will host a picnic 
on campus for students, staff 
and faculty. 

BSU emerges
This time, things will be different

VOTE
see

pages
2 & 3

JMB’s
got
game

CORRECTION

In the March edition of The Sen-
tinel, Nhien Huynh was pictured in the 
second photo on Page 9. We apologize 
for the error and any confusion it may 
have caused.

Solution for the puzzle on Page 11.Recycle 
this paper. We 
thank you, and Al Gore 

thanks you.
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Back in March, around 11:30p.m., in Arbor Heights, a mini-van 
crashed into a Route 21 Metro bus, which was carrying no 
passengers. Witnesses saw the van drive over the yellow line 
into the bus and bounce back. Ambulance and paramedics 
transported the van driver to the hospital. The bus driver 
sustained only a minor scratch on his leg.
   

Photo By wylie steuart

A big hit on 35th

Spring Walk  
in the  

Arboretum

Join Van Bobbitt on a 
guided tour of the  

5-acre campus arboretum.

Monday, May 4th

12 noon to 1pm

Meet at the entrance to 
the SSCC Arboretum, at 
the north end of the north 
parking lot.

By Rose Egge

Store owner of a second-
hand shop on Delridge Way 
have plead guilty to multiple 
business regulation charges 
following a history of com-
plaints from the local com-
munity

The shop is located at 
5214 Delridge Way S.W and 
referred to by neighbors as a 
pawn shop.

Members of the local 
community have frequently 
complained that the used-
goods store sells stolen goods, 
including lawn mowers and 
patio furniture removed from 
outside residents’ homes. 
Lieutenant Steve Paulsen says 

the store has caused problems 
in the community since he ar-
rived at the precinct in 2005

After years of local scru-
tiny, owners Stoyan and Nancy 
Tanev plead guilty recently to 
engaging in business without a 
used-goods license and failure 
to retain property for 30 days, 
which such shops are supposed 
to do before selling.

The maximum sentence for 
such a charge is 180 days in 
jail and a $500 fine. However, 
the Tanevs’ have received a de-
ferred sentence so that as long 
as they do not commit and 
criminal activities and comply 
with business regulations for 
the next two years, they will 
not serve any time in jail.

Delridge second-hand shop owner 
pleads guilty to stolen-goods charges

Beth Gappert, assistant 
city attorney for Seattle, be-
lieves that the Tanevs are now 
aware that more eyes from law 
enforcement will be watching 
their business activities. 

“I’m going to be keeping a 
much closer eye on what’s going 
to be happening at this business 
and working with the police 
department,” said Gappert.

She added that residents 
who find their stolen property 
at the shop should report it to 
the police.

Updates on this story can be 
found at the West Seattle Herald 
Website at westseattleherald.
com.

Reprinted with permission 
of the West Seattle Herald.

Spring Transfer Fair
Thursday, May 14
Jerry Brockey Center
10am-1pm
UW-BOTHELL, UW-SEATTLE, WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSI-
TY, EASTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, DEVRY UNIVERSITY, 
CITY UNIVERSITY, ART INSTITUTE OF SEATTLE, FASHION 
INSTITUTE OF DESIGN AND MERCHANDISING, HERITAGE 
UNIVERSITY, SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY
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It’s a good thing.
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STUDENTS: 
Email your letters 

and other comments 

about anything on 

campus -- even about 

this newspaper -- to 

sentineleditor@sccd.

ctc.edu.

GOALS, Continued from Page X

NEWS

participation,” Griffiths said.
No memberships are re-

quired at Goals Centers, which 
are pay-as-you-play facilities 
open to all ages. You can reserve 
and pay for field time on their 
website. 

Another advantage, accord-
ing to Allan, is that it would 
create jobs for students and 
members of the community. A 
Goals center typically employs 
10 full-time staff members and 
roughly 30 part-time coaches 
and referees, as well as restau-
rant employees.  

The soccer center would use 
the campus parking facilities. “I 
think the college is very, very 
concerned to make sure that 
there is adequate parking,” Allan 
said. “I can assure you that there 
is going to be adequate parking 
for all facilities.” 

Soccer players are expected 
to use the parking lot in the late 
afternoon and evening, which is 
likely to have a minimal impact 
on student parking. “We would 
want to work out an arrange-
ment where the peak parking 
demand for students, and the 
peak demand for soccer players 
do not clash,” Mitsui said. 

The value of the soccer 
facility is estimated at $4.5 mil-
lion. In addition to fields, the 
center would include a themed 
pavilion, locker rooms, shower 
facilities, a retail store, and 
a restaurant and lounge with 
plasma TVs and Wi-Fi.

The restaurant could fea-
ture fare from SSCC’s Culinary 
Arts Department. “They were 
very open to meeting and talk-
ing with the culinary depart-
ment. The representative of 

Goals said that he would even 
be interested in discussing the 
possibility of the department 
running it if they wanted to,” 
Mitsui said. 

Soccer, already a phe-
nomenon in Europe and South 
America, has been gaining 
popularity in the United States 
and Canada. A recent Seattle 
Sounders game drew 35,000 
fans. 

“Seattle itself is a hotbed 
of soccer at a grassroots level,” 
Allan said. “There is tremen-
dous participation —   an 
enthusiastic and high number of 
people who play the game.” 

Right now, there are no 
plans to revive SSCC’s short-
lived intercollegiate soccer 
team. “It’s hard to scare up 
enough bodies sometimes for 
a league, but when you only 
have five players per side, it’s 
easier,” Mitsui said. 

Five-a-side allows more 
people to play on a health, 
wellness and intramural basis. 

Goals is pursuing expan-

sion to the United States and 
South Africa, planning an 
additional 14 soccer centers 
over the next 18 months.  “We 

believe soccer is a sport for ev-
eryone,” Allan said. “We want 
everyone to play and to feel 
good about it.” 
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earn your bachelor’s on 
SSCC’s campus!
www.ewu.edu/sscc
425.564.5100

Eastern Washington University and 
South Seattle Community College 
have teamed up to o�er a Bachelor 
of Science degree in technology. 

To learn more contact Greg 
Dempsey Jr. at 425.564.5103 or 
email greg.dempsey@ewu.ewuFILL

Proposed soccer complex means jobs for students, shared parking lot

A preliminary sketch 
shows two possible 
locations for the proposed 
Goals Soccer facility on 
the SSCC Campus. The 
proposed location is in 
the grassy field, behind 
the tennis courts and 
next to Olympic Hall’s 
south parking lot. The 
alternate location is 
on the field next to the 
outside walkway near the 
Automotive building next 
to north parking lot
on one side and 16th 
Avenue on the other.

Tech Ed

ALTERNATE 
SITE

Library
RSB

South 
parking lot

Olympic Hall

<-- 16th Ave

PROPOSED
SITE

North
parking lot



















































Page 10
  The Sentinel                May 2009             

AROUND HERE
Page 8

by Shireen Deboo

What happens 
at a free library 
workshop?

Every quarter, we offer one-
hour walk-in instruction sessions 
for anyone who’s looking for 
more information about research 
help, library resources, or reference skills.  We focus on one 
topic area, like using the library catalog, or finding resources 
for research papers, and give you time to practice and ask 
questions during the hour.  

Take a look at the offerings this month and come on in!

Wednesday, May 6, 11 a.m.  
Discover the interactive web with Shireen Deboo

Thurs, May 7, 2 p.m.  
Writing APA citations with Esther Sunde

Thursday, May 21, 1 p.m.  
Simply Map with Randy Nelson
      
Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 

in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/

@ the Library

We support
breastfeeding
Private breastfeeding area

available in JMB 135

Brought to SSCC by the Women’s Center and the 
Department of diversity & Retention in cooperation 

with Student Life Operations.

Arboretum 
Work Parties

Saturdays  9 a.m. - 2 pm

May 9 and June 13

Arboretum North Lot

arboretum@sccd.ctc.edu


