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ON CAMPUS

There are necessities such as 
food, transportation, taxes and 
health costs that cannot be cut. 
So what is left? 

Well, the state is required 
by federal law to provide 
services such a basic educa-
tion, Medicaid, pensions and 
retirement, which leaves other 
budget items to take the brunt 
of the budget cuts, including 
higher education. 

However, one bonus for 
students is lawmakers do 
understand the importance of 
community colleges to provide 
the direct links to employ-
ment. That’s the reason, Kurt 
Buttleman said, the cuts to the 
community college budget are 
around 6 percent. Buttleman is 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege’s vice president of Admin-
istrative Services. 

On the other hand, the 
state’s four-year universities 
must deal with a 13-percent 
budget cut. 

The extent of the budget 
cuts won’t be known for a 
while, as the Washington state 
Legislature and Governor Chris 
Gregoire work to come to an 
agreement in June 2009. 

“At this point the budget is 
set in warm Jello,” Buttleman 
said. “There is a lot of solidify-
ing that needs to happen.”

More information about the 
state budget is at The Washing-
ton State 2008 Proposed Budget 
and Policy Highlighting at 
http://www.ofm.wa.gov/budget/
highlights/

Students at SSCC can expect a hike in tuition this fall. The ever-
deepening state budget deficit is creating a conflict: state revenues vs. 
state expenditures, and higher education is a contender. 

Governor Chris Gregoire has suggested a 6.5 percent budget cut for 
the state’s community colleges, and part of this budget cut will be passed 
on to students. The state budget is directly affected by the national reces-
sion, unemployment and past lending practices and credit policies. 

By Julie Rowe

Just 10 years ago, Seattle 
Community College District 
students paid $1,578 in yearly 
tuition for 45 credits, up to 54 
credits. And students could take 
10 to 18 credits for a flat rate of 
$526. 

For the 2008-09 school 
year, full-time students are 
paying $2,730 per year. That’s 
$910 per quarter for 15 credits, 
or $75.80 per credit hour, a dif-
ference of $23.20 to $46.60 per 
credit hour from 10 years ago. 

In fact, over the past five-
year period, tuition has in-
creased by 50 percent, and now 
the state Legislature is likely 
to authorize another tuition 
increase.

A nearly $6 billion dollar 
shortage in Washington state’s 
budget has meant cuts for higher 
education and resulted in a pro-
posed tuition hike of 5 percent 
to 7 percent over the next two 
years, with the largest increase 
poised to take effect this fall. 

And 7 percent is not a cap; 
tuition rates could go higher. 
Once tuition increases, it rarely 
ever decreases again. So, higher 
rates would most likely be here 
to stay.

Rumors of an unprec-
edented 20 percent slash in the 
school’s operating budget had 
been circulating throughout last 
quarter. At an SSCC budget 
meeting, attended by more than 
60 people, it was announced that 
the college had already made a 
4.3 percent cut in its budget.  

Governor Chris Gregoire 
has asked for a 6.5 percent cut, 
but the actual percentage is still 
undecided until the Legislature 
votes to approve or change 
that figure. Right now, college 
administrators are just trying to 
hold the line at 6.5 percent 

 “The college presidents 
have been discussing [the pro-
posed increase] with the Leg-
islature, saying, ‘We shouldn’t 
keep burdening the students 
with the state’s problem,’ ” said 
Kurt Buttleman, vice president 

of Administrative Services.
For the average student, 

a 5 percent increase in tuition 
means paying $45.50 more for 
those 15 credits, and $136.50 
more per year. 

What would you buy with 
that $136.50 that you might 
need to sacrifice in order to pay 
tuition? Perhaps 65 gallons of 
gas at current prices, or your 
daily cup of coffee every day for 
three months, or 170 chocolate 
bars. With many students al-
ready struggling financially, the 
effects could 
be severe.

 “There’s 
going to be a 
point—and 
we’re prob-
ably right 
about there,” 
Buttleman 
said, “where 
it’s really go-
ing to matter to a lot of people.”

We know where tuition 
money comes from—students—
so where does it go, and what 
does it pay for?

According to its business 
office, SSCC collects about 
$7 million in tuition per year, 
and spends around $11 million 
for instruction salaries alone. 
The Services & Activities fund 
collects $7.60 per credit up to 
18 credits. This pays for things 
such as student printing credits, 
the Fitness Center, Club Center 
and this newspaper. 

Although S&A fees are 
supported by tuition, the state 

budget cuts also affects the 
S&A fee budget because the S 
& A Fee Board has been asked 
to pay for some staff posi-
tions and resources that were 
previously funded through the 
operating budget. 

Currently, enrollment is 
still strong, but higher tuition 
could mean lower enrollment 
rates, which would also nega-
tively impact S & A funds.

Two-thirds of community 
college funding comes from 
the state of Washington, which 
subsidizes all resident tuition. 
Most of those funding dollars 
come from retail sales tax, a 
revenue source that is de-
creased in a weak economy. 

Based on the business 
office’s figures, the actual cost 
of educating a student for a 
45-credit year in the Seattle 
Community College District 
is estimated at approximately 
$6,833, $4,103 more than the 
$2,730 than a resident student 
pays.

Tuition paid by interna-
tional students —$7,944 per 
45 credit year — is a boon to 
the college in times like these. 
In fact, administration has 
increased the money flowing 
into the college coffers from 
international student tuition 
by $200,000 this year, from 
$750,000 to $950,000, to help 
offset the budget deficit. Inter-
national students pay signifi-
cantly more in tuition because, 
unlike residents, they are not 
subsidized by tax dollars. 

The state of money at South Seattle Community College

Pay more, get less: How Washington’s 
budget could affect your own budget

Besides the tuition increase, students will be able to see the effects of 
the budget cuts on campus. 

Students, however, are not without a voice. They can make sugges-
tions to the campus administration telling their ideas of how the college 
could save money. 

 – Morgan Mentzer 

By Morgan Mentzer

Let’s say you looked in 
your pocket and found you 
were missing $5.6 billion. 
That’s what, figuratively any-
way, has happened with the 
state of Washington. 

You would probably try 
to figure out if you maybe put 
that money in your other pair 
of pants or if you lost it.  For-
tunately or unfortunately, 
Washington knows why it’s 
missing $5.6 billion.

According to the 
Washington State Depart-
ment of Financial Manage-
ment, 65 percent of state 
revenue comes from sales 
and property taxes. These 
revenues are directly af-
fected by various public and 
private industries, including 
banking and loan agencies, 
real estate, unemployment, 
retail sales, and other tax 
revenues. 

In part, the credit and real 
estate practices of the past 
have led to more restrictive 
lender policies. 

The lack of revenue 
coupled with increasing cost 
of public services such as, 
the public education and the 
climbing prison populations, 
resulting in tax revenue that 
cannot cover state expendi-
tures.  

So once you were re-
signed to the fact that your 
$5.6 billion was gone, what 
expenses could you cut? 

So where did all the 
money go? And how 
will we get it back?

Kurt Buttleman

By Monica Boatwright

On a positive note, the 
budget reduction won’t have an 
effect on things like textbook 
prices at the bookstore or finan-
cial aid grants.

 However, we are likely 
to see an increase in tuition 
anywhere from 5 percent to 

7 percent over the next three 
years. This would leave students 
paying upwards of $23 more per 
credit. 

Lack of funds has already 
forced the school to keep posi-
tions like IT supervisor vacant 
and cutbacks have been made 
to the advisory staff. This could 
potentially mean longer lines 

during registration. 
More cancelations of 

classes that aren’t close to full 
should be expected; meaning 
larger class sizes and a drop in 
class selections will follow. 

However, a drop in class 
options and spike in tuition fees 
won’t be enough to put South 
Seattle Community College 

back in the black. Ideas such as 
canceling the summer quarter or 
going to a four day work week 
have been floating around on 
SouthSeattle.edu, but nothing so 
far is set in stone. 

The only thing that’s known 
for sure is that this budget reduc-

But wait – it’s not all doom and gloom

Continued on Page 6 
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CAMPUS FEATURE

Lose
something? e

By Julie Rowe

At 4 p.m. on a Tuesday, 
Bernie’s pastry shop is softly 
humming with activity. Stu-
dents are taking advantage of 
the afternoon, relaxing on the 
cozy sofas or sitting at the tables 
studying together.  It’s been that 
way ever since Bernie’s moved 
to its new location in Cascade 
Court. 

“I like the new pastry 
shop because there’s 
more space for people 
to stay and chat,” said 
Yunwei Wang, who also 
sees the new hours as 
a boon to night students 
who were previously 
restricted to vending ma-
chines for food options, due 
to the limited hours of the Food 
Court and restaurants. “Night 
class students might want to go 
get something, but the cafeteria 
is closed,” she said. “Now, they 
can get some snacks.”

Bernie’s new location and 
hours – 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and 
6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday – give 
students a place to meet and 
congregate when most areas on 
campus have closed.

In addition to its usual cof-
fee and pastries, Bernie’s now 
sells salads, sandwiches, hot 
dogs, soups, nachos and other 
fare. Some of their best sell-
ers are cookies, which range in 
price from 50 cents to 95 cents. 
Brownies, croissants and hot 
dogs are also very popular. Pizza 
and sushi are being considered 
as menu additions. And Bernie’s 
has Wi-Fi.

Some things haven’t 
changed. A beautiful array of 

confections in the pastry cases 
still greets hungry patrons.  

“It’s more entertaining 
now,” said Yoseph Asefa, who 
is in his third quarter at South. 
“You don’t feel like you’re in 
school. 

“And there are all the pas-
tries,” he added.  “It makes you 
happy, seeing all the sugar.” 

Benefits of the 
move 

are “more 
tables and places to sit, and 
more cakes to choose from,” ac-
cording to Phuong Nguyen. But 
student Kata Satoshi knows of 
at least one thing that Bernie’s 
could improve on. “There are no 
restrooms [inside],” he pointed 
out.

John Dennison, who was 
visiting Bernie’s while on 
campus to look at Running 
Start with his son, Carter, said 
his previous visits to the eats 
on campus have all been good. 
“When I’m here, it’s always 
fun to come to the restaurant 
or pastry shop,” he said of the 
Alhadeff Grill and Bernie’s.

“It’s a little hidden,” he 
added. “They could have put it 
in a more open spot.”

Bernie’s offers daily 
specials on espresso, and with 
16-ounce lattes at $3, most cus-
tomers find their coffee prices 
to be competitive, at the least. 
“Pastries are average price, 
and there’s a good selection,” 

Dennison said, adding, “Cof-
fee prices are on the lower end. 
They should have discounts for 
students and senior citizens.” 

Student Emiliya Makaryan 
frequents the pastry shop, and 
would like to see more dis-
counts, too. “Prices are a little 
bit too expensive here for like 

cookies and stuff. It’s 
a little bit overpriced 
for students, and most 
of the people here are 
students,” Makaryan 
said. 

Prices have 
changed on some 
menu items, due to 
fluctuations in food 

and gas prices.
Most students said they 

would now choose to frequent 
Bernie’s rather than an off-
campus establishment, but Netsi 
Abdul disagrees. 

“They don’t have that many 
foods other than pastry,” said 
Abdul, who would like to see 
more whole grain options. 

Oanh Tran, 20, who is pur-
suing a degree in hospitality, has 
worked at both Bernie’s loca-
tions, and says it has been really 
helpful to her.  “Working here, 
I can know more people, like 
faculty, get a friendship with 
them. I can meet many people 
and practice my English and 
communication.” Her favorite 
menu items are the fruit flan and 
Napoleon bar.

Tran especially enjoys 
the new shop. “Now, I can see 
people here every minute. We 
have a bigger place. We have to 
serve fast, but with good quality, 
and be friendly and smile.”  

Co-worker Caitlyn Sullivan 
agrees. “Time goes by faster. I 
like it because it’s busier,” Sul-
livan said.

The shop’s namesake, Ber-
nie Brotman, was the son of Ro-
manian emigrants, and went on 
to become an owner of Bernie’s 
Men’s Wear retail stores and 
Seattle Knitting Mills. Brotman 
and his second wife, Sally, often 
patronized SSCC’s pastry shop. 
After Bernie Brotman’s death 
in 1996, Sally made a contribu-
tion to the college in exchange 
for the shop being named in 
Bernie’s honor, and she also 
donated artwork for Bernie’s.

Culinary Arts and Pas-
try & Special Baking courses 
are supported by the revenue 
from product sales, which 
goes directly to funding those 

Happiness is . . . all that sugar
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programs. According to Michael 
Ryan, dean of Hospitality and 
Service Occupations, Bernie’s 
has more than doubled its sales 
since relocating. 

Ryan also said the reno-
vation was financed with 
money raised by the cosmetol-
ogy program, and many of the 
furnishings were reused items, 
including tables that came from 
the Culinary Arts program. Most 
utensils and containers used at 
Bernie’s are compostable and 
sustainable.

 “The other one was nice, 
but this is way better,” said 
Eaden Andu, “because there are 

tables and chairs, and we can 
actually have our coffee here.  
With the other one, we had to 
pick up the coffee and leave be-
cause there was no space to sit.” 

No decisions have been 
made about what will take 
over the space Bernie’s for-
merly occupied, but various 
suggestions have been made, 
including an ESL testing cen-
ter, boardroom, office space 
for the Culinary Arts depart-
ment and an arcade. 

A new Bernie’s website is 
in the works which will help 
customers find out which items 
are available that week.

On Bernie’s Pastry shop grand opening, students, Vernice and 
Venessa Leiataua bought hotdogs that the cashier rings them up in 
the new location.  The pastry shop was originally in the little shop 
adjacent to the Wine Department office. Quite a crowd was brought 
in on Jan. 8. Photo by Wylie Steuart

Oanh Tran, a student employee of Bernie’s Pastry Shop, proudly 
displays chocolate boxes filled with treats.  Since the remodel of 
the new pastry shop, students can now use the place to eat and 
study as it is open until 8 p.m. weekdays. Photo by Wylie Steuart

Lost & Found
JMB 135
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They Said It! What do you like to do on a rainy weekend?
Compiled and photographed by Wylie Steuart
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DAYIB NOUR
NuRSINg

“I like reading; I like 
studying, so I stay 
at home and read.”

DINA OUCH
OffIcE OccupaTIONS

“If I have homework, 
I would do that first 

because procrastination 
is the foe and I do not 

like procrastinating. It’s 
very bad.”

LOC
CHIENG

ESL
“Play videogames, 
watch anime and 

movies.”

MARIA
VALLEJO

NuRSINg 
“I listen to music in 
my room and text 

friends.”

SOCHETNA
CHHAY

cOmpuTER pROgRammINg
“Usually, I just stay home, 
because I don’t want to go 

out, it’s wet. Mostly I do 
homework, watch TV, play 

some games and sometimes 
hang out with my friends.”

MYLEE
NGUYEN
pRE-OpTOmETRy

“I bake. Well, I bake whether it is 
raining, snowing, or sunny. You 

can’t really let the rain determine 
your course of activity if you are 
living in Seattle. Otherwise we 

would all be stuck indoors 360 days 
of the year. Also, I like to hang out 

with Matt Louie.”

guEST cOLumN / NAME NAMEguEST cOLumN / NAN LIU

This is the place for students seeking success
It’s very 

important to have 
Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) at South 
Seattle Community 
College because 
it gives student 
members many 
benefits. PTK is 
an international 
honor society for 
two-year colleges. It is also 
SSCC’s official honor society.

In September 2008, I 
joined PTK. It’s very benefi-
cial for me to get involved 
in this international honor 
society. It encourages me to 
keep an outstanding academic 
record. It’s helpful to share 
academic success strategies 
with its outstanding members, 
too. 

I also love the idea that 

PTK members 
serve the communi-
ty regularly. I value 
the experience of 
meeting students 
who are doing 
great in school 
and having a 
huge passion 
for commu-
nity service 

as well. Furthermore, 
I benefit a lot from the 
information provided 
by national PTK about 
transferring prepara-
tions and scholarship 
opportunities.  

In fact, members 
can gain access to many 
different scholarships. Cur-
rently more than 600 colleg-
es and universities in all 50 
states, the District of Colum-

bia, Canada and Great Britain 
offer more than $36 million in 
transfer scholarships to PTK 
members. 

For example, Boston 

University, Harvard, Colum-
bia and University of Penn-
sylvania (Philadelphia) are all 
on the Phi Theta Kappa schol-
arship listing. In Washington, 

Central Washington University, 
Eastern Washington University, 
Seattle University, the Univer-
sity of Washington (Bothell) 
and several other four-year 

institutions also offer 
scholarships exclusively 
for Society members. 
(A complete list can be 
viewed at http://www.
ptk.org/schol/news-
choldir/list.php or on 
the SSCC PTK bulletin 
board at Student Life 
hallway.) 

In addition, PTK 
encourages members 
to serve communities 
and develop leadership 

skills through service projects. 
Here at SSCC, we have part-
nerships with the West Seattle 

PTK encourages 
members to serve 
communities and 

develop leadership 
skills through service 

projects. 

Continued on next page
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CAMPUS ACTION
guEST cOLumN / NAME NAMEguEST cOLumN /KIMIKO FOZ & TAMI HALEVA 

It’s your money –  
do you know what’s happening with it?

If you are a full-time 
student, you may be 
paying more than $70 a 
quarter in Services and 
Activities (S & A) fees. 
And you have every right 
to know what happens 
to your money after you 
walk away from the 
cashier’s desk. You even 
have a right to say how 
that money is spent.

The S&A fee is a state man-
dated quarterly fee that certain 
students pay as part of their 
tuition. Students subject to the 
S&A fee pay $7.60 per credit 
up to 18 credits. Those exempt 
from the S&A fee include in-
ternational, ABE/ESL, Running 
Start and GED students among 
others.

This pool of money 
is managed and moni-
tored by a committee 
called the S&A Fee 
Board. It is comprised 
of seven students. Two 
represent student clubs, 
two the United Student 
Association (USA), 
and three represent 
the student body as a 
whole. 

A diversified group 
of students from vari-
ous majors, age groups 
involved in different aspects 
of the campus community is 
essential to the success of the 
board. These students allocate 
and then monitor the allocation 
of these funds to departments 
who have expressed a need 
throughout the year. 

These funds are used to 
provide meaningful services 
and activities to the students. 
Our main goal is to make sure 
that student money is directly 
supporting students’ academic 
success, creative expression and 

personal growth and advancing 
diversity on campus.

To be considered for fund-
ing, a departmental representa-
tive requests in writing how 
much is needed and why the 
money is beneficial to students. 
The S&A board then discusses 
and votes on whether or not they 
feel students would benefit from 

the use of these funds.
The S& A fee fund pays for 

many of the salaries of stu-
dent staff members from your 
favorite departments, activities 
and services such as the Art Gal-
lery, Fitness Center, Childcare 
Center, The Sentinel, Student 
Life, Women’s Center, Cultural 
Center, The Sentinel, the Game 
Room, student anthology, tutor-
ing, student orientation, Student 
Life, student leadership, United 
Student Association and the 
Club Center.  

So you might be won-
dering what else we have 
funded so far this year. 
Apart from the student 
salaries, the S&A fee has 
also funded student print-
ing, a part of the Tutor-
ing Center, Game Room 
improvements, and part of 
the First Friday festivities, 
the new-student convoca-
tion, which took place the 

beginning of the school year.
We hope that now that 

you are aware of where part 
of your tuition goes, you will 
become interested and in-
volved in how that money is 
ultimately spent.  

We want to hear from you 
because your voices are the 

ones that truly matter.  If 
you see a specific need 
on campus that you think 
should to be addressed, 
you have the power to 
bring that to the attention 
of a faculty member or 
staff about your concern.  

You can also come to 
one of our public hear-
ings, which will be held 
during spring quarter and 
get in touch with one 
of the board members 
to talk about your ideas 
or concerns. If you are 

especially impassioned about 
this process, we are also looking 
for new board members for next 
school year.  

Remember that these are 
your funds and they should be 
used to improve your educa-
tional experience here at South 
Seattle. We want to know what 
is important to you.

To contact us, e-mail the 
S&A Fee Board chair member 
Tami Haleva at thaleva@sccd.
ctc.edu or call our office tele-
phone at (206) 768-6751.

Kimiko Foz Tami Haleva

These are your funds, 

and they should be 

used to improve your 

educational experience 

here at South Seattle. 

Food Bank, Habitat for Human-
ity, tutoring services and many 
others. 

What’s more, PTK members 
can enjoy identification as an 
honors student on their official 
college transcript and diploma. 
They get the privilege of wear-
ing the gold graduation stole and 
tassel at commencement. 

Phi Theta Kappa is very 
helpful for individual growth, 
and it’s inspiring that PTK 
membership is available to 
SSCC students. The member-
ship requirements for PTK 
are having completed 12 
college-level credits, earned a 
3.5 cumulative GPA or higher, 
completed an SSCC applica-
tion, pay $50 membership fee 

(membership fee waivers are 
available) and participate in 
one community service project 
per quarter. 

In the meantime, Phi 
Theta Kappa is coordinating 
a non-profit fair on campus in 
April. The goal of this fair is 
to educate our students about 
non-profits by telling them 
about both employment and 
volunteer opportunities. 

Some faculty and students 
have already gotten involved 
in the preparation. We hope 
that more students will join 
us and find it helpful to their 
career path. 

Nan Liu is president of 
the South Seattle Community 
College chapter of Phi Theta 

@ the Library
by Shireen Deboo

ASK US! New 
ways to get help 
24 hours a day

Not sure how to use the 
library catalog? 

Need help finding informa-
tion for your research assign-
ment? 

Want to know where to find a video or how to write your 
bibliography? 

The library can help with all this and more.  And we can 
help ANYTIME, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

How?  Look for the ASK US! link on our website.  
CHAT:  Chat reference services are available online 24/7.  

Chat online with a real live librarian who is ready to answer 
your questions and help you with your research.

PHONE:   Call us with your questions from home, work or 
on the go, anytime the library is open.

EMAIL: Send us your questions, and we’ll reply no later 
than one day.

AT THE DESK: Come see us on campus at the Informa-
tion desk!

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can get 
in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.ctc.edu.  
The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.com/sslib/.

mISSION  
STaTEmENT

The Sentinel is solely 
funded by the students of 
South Seattle Community 
College, and therefore 
should function to first 
serve the students, as 
well as the administration, 
faculty, and staff.

The Sentinel is com-
mitted to providing ar-
ticles that are directly re-
lated to SSCC campus and 
that are deemed to be of 
interest to the students of 

this institution.  We shall 
endeavor to inform the 
reader, express opinions 
and entertain.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintaining 
the highest standards in 
print journalism, paying 
attention to accuracy and 
fairness in reporting.

The Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student 
reporters and write 
articles that reflect the 
broad cultural diversity 
of our campus popula-
tion.

Kappa. You can reach her at 
(206)764-7939 or ssccptk@
sccd.ctc.edu or in JMB Student 
Center, Room 131. Find out 
more at www.studentlifesouth-
seattle.edu/ptk.html.

Answers to the crossword 
puzzle on Page 7.
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AROUND HERE
Security incident reports

Page 6

The following incidents are compiled from reports filed with South Seattle Community College Campus Security 
and the Seattle Police Department.

 Compiled by Morgan Mentzer
GLOOM, Continued from Page 2

On-Campus

Slasher
On Dec. 1, 2008, a student’s 

tires were slashed while his car 
was parked in the SSCC North 
Parking Lot. The reason for the 
vandalism was not known, nor 
were there any suspects. 

Student Life bandit
On Dec. 12, 2008, a stu-

dent’s wallet was stolen out of 
her purse while it was left unat-
tended in the Student Life Office. 

Stop it
A rowdy student refused to 

leave the campus library on Dec. 
2, 2008, when asked by library 
personnel. A campus security 
guard reiterated the request, and 
the student left. 

Purloined sirloin
The day before the Thanks-

giving break, Nov. 26, 2008, 
a student was caught trying to 
steal four to five pounds of meat 
from the Culinary Arts Program. 
Taking food out of the cafeteria 
for personal use is theft of state 
property. The student was told 
to meet with the dean before 
returning to class. 

Shocker
On Dec. 15, 2008, a woman 

was approached by two men 
who asked to use her cell phone. 
The woman let them use her 
phone and then walked away. 
When she returned she found 
that both the men and her cell 

phone were missing. 

Wielding welder
In the welding department 

locker room, on either Dec. 3 
or 4, 2008, a student’s locker 
was broken into and thousands 
of dollars of welding equip-
ment was stolen. There was no 
evidence of forced entry into 
the locker, and it is unknown 
how the locker was broken into, 
or who was responsible for the 
theft. 

Leery louse
On Jan. 15 around noon, 

a person hovering near the RS 
Building peeking around a cor-
ner into the courtyard/plaza area 
caught the attention of campus 
Security. When he knew he was 
being watched, the man turned 
to walk away, yet  continued 
watching the plaza. The man 
eventually left the area and 
climbed into his truck that had 
markings indicating it belonged 
to a governmental agency. 

Off-Campus

Fail lights
At 4 a.m. Jan. 8 an officer 

on 15th Avenue Southwest 
stopped a  vehicle that lacked 
taillights. The driver had a war-
rant and was arrested. His car 
was left legally parked, without 
taillights. 

Wal-fraud
On Jan. 9, a woman who 

resides on 45th Avenue South-

west noticed that someone had 
stolen her debit card information 
and created a fake debit card. 
The thief made two purchases at 
Wal-Mart totaling $4,100. 

Threats
On Jan. 11, a woman kicked 

her boyfriend out of her resi-
dence   near 35th Avenue South-
west because they had been up 
drinking for the past few days, 
and she was tired of the bender. 
Her boyfriend then returned to 
the house and kicked the front 
door, injuring his foot. He then 
called the woman to say he was 
going to kill himself because his 
wife was going to kick him out 
of the house. The woman called 
the police, and they could not 
locate the man.

Restaur-warrant
A man was smoking inside 

a restaurant on Delridge Way 
Southwest and spitting on the 
floor and refusing to leave so 
an employee called police. The 
responding officer computer-
checked the man and learned 
he had  $12,000 in outstanding 
warrants. The man was arrested. 

tion will soon be felt by all mem-
bers of the community college. 

It’s important to note 
however that students do have 
people at the college who are 
lobbying to make sure that the 
cutbacks don’t burden the stu-
dents too much. 

But it’s just as important 
to note that students can take 
action to help, too.  Students can 

visit http://www.southseattle.
edu/budgetactions.htm to get a 
better understanding of the situ-
ation at hand.  

Students with suggestions 
to save the school money may 
send them to either Jo Ander-
son of the College Council or 
Irina Minasova, director of 
Operations. Students can further 
express their ideas, comments or 
solutions to the state Legislature 
via email or U.S. mail.

Student, Jillian Jenkins, is reading “Show and Tell,” a poem 
by her instructor, Michael G. Hickey, during the Art Gallery 
opening, Jan. 13. South Seattle Community College’s Art 
Gallery was packed with more than 60 people looking at 120 
pieces of poems and art. 
The Art & Poetry exhibit part of the 2008-09 poetry/art 
collaboration project opening reception, showing off the work 
of  Mary Lantz’s art students, Jan Koutsky’s digital art students 
and Randy Nelson’s photography students. The show will be 
up through Feb. 6. 

Photo by Wylie Steuart

BUDGET CONTACT INFORMATION
On Campus

Irina Minasova 
iminasova@sccd.ctc.edu

Off Campus

The Committee of Higher Education   
http://www.leg.wa.gov/house/Committees/he
Tel: (360)786-7132
Fax: (360)786-7018
Toll Free Legislature Hotline: 1-800-562-6000

Rep. Bob Hasegawa (D) 
11th Legislative District
Vice Chair of the Finance Committee and member of the Committee of Higher 
Education 
Olympia Office:
425 John L. O’Brien Building
PO Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7862
To e-mail Rep. Hasegawa, visit : http://www.leg.wa.gov/HOUSE/hasegawa

Jo Anderson
janderson@sccd.ctc.edu

John L. O’Brian Building
Room JLOB 238-A
P.O Box 40600
Olympia WA, 98504-0600 



Everyone is welcome to 
our Va lent ine  Par ty. 
It’ll be noon-2 p.m.     
Feb. 13 in Jerry Brockey 
Room B. Hot chocolate 
and cookies! Please bring a 
canned food item to donate.
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SSCC Christian Student Club
Thursdays noon-1 p.m. - Music Dept. RS 82

INFO: 

c l a s s i f i e d   a d s 
ADVERTISING RATE: 10 WORDS, $10; 15 CENTS FOR EACH ADDITIONAL WORD. STUDENT ADS ARE FREE!
E-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or drop it off in the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Education Education Education EducationHelp Wanted

C O L U M N I S T.  T h e 
Sentinel. $10 per column. 
Must be enrolled in at 
least 5 credits. Journalism 
experience and familiarity 
with AP Style preferred. 
Send inquiries to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu. Information: 
(206) 768-6477.

Learn the basics for 
developing an effective 
resume through a one-on-
one appointment with a 
WorkSource – Career Center 
Partner. 

Please reserve your slot 
through the WorkSource front 
desk by calling (206) 764-
5304 or coming to RSB #79. 
You will need to check  in at 
the front desk 5 - 10 minutes 
before your scheduled 
appointment time. 

Make your 
Resume

Get 
the 
Job

Clubs Clubs

Electric Vehicle 
non-credit

Electric Vehicle Conversion Workshop    $899
By the end of the workshop, the group will have 
completed one running electric car conversion 
capable of highway speeds, with a 30-60 mile 
range on one charge.
8 am – 5 pm M T W Th F Sa  3/30-4/4 

Electric Vehicle Technology
Best practices in electric vehicle technology, see 
tooling used in electric car conversions.
6:30 – 8:30 pm T 2/3 $29

Electric Vehicle Safety Systems
How a DC system works, what parts go into it, and 
why you should have these parts.  
6:30 – 8:30 pm T 2/17   $29 

Electric Vehicles – Introduction 
Street vehicles, electric racing, electric boats, 
electric assisted bicycles and scooters.  
6 – 9 pm  W 3/4 $49 

Electric Vehicles – Batteries 
General overview of popular suitable batteries
6 – 9 pm     W 3/11  $49

Register online at www.LearnAtSouth.org, or 
call (260) 764-5339 for more information.

Italy: cuLTuRE & cuISINE

Tu & Th
March 3-19

Alhadeff Grill Dining Room

$150 + $150 materials fee

www.learnatsouth.org

w

ACROSS
3. A unit used as a measure of the energy 
released by food as it is digested.
6.  A substance found in carrots. 
8.  This kind of oil is good for reducing 
heart disease. 
9.  For most adults, about _ hours a night 
is the right amount of sleep.

DOWN
1. The most popular fruit in Japan to lose 
weight.
2. A disease one may have when the 
blood sugar level is too high.
4. One in five Americans have it for 
breakfast every day.
5. Doctors recommend at least two 
servings of _ daily.

The answers are on Page 5. 

AROUND  HERE

By Chris Mongillo
University of Washington
Olympia Legislative Reporting 
Internship Program

As Washington’s unem-
ployment rate swells past 6.4 
percent, community college offi-
cials fear they will have to start 
turning away applicants.

Over the past year, the un-
employment rate in Washington 
has climbed from 4.6 percent to 
6.4 percent, according to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.  During 
times of high unemployment, a 
synergy forms between unem-
ployment and enrollment in 
community and technical colleg-
es, said Chris Reykdal, deputy 
director of finance for commu-
nity and technical colleges.  As 
the state’s unemployment rate 
increases, displaced workers use 
the down-turn as an opportunity 
to re-educate themselves. 

“Whenever the economy 
turns, there’s usually a growth 
in community colleges,” said 
Skip Priest (R-Federal Way), the 
ranking minority member of the 
House Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on Education.  This is 

because workers use this time to 
retrain and expand their abilities 
and expertise, Priest said.  

Community colleges are 
faced with the daunting task of 
accommodating more students 
during a time when the state fac-
es a record deficit.  According to 
Reykdal, as the unemployment 
rate climbs to 5 percent, com-
munity colleges are already at 
3.5 percent demand for enroll-
ment above what they budgeted 
for.  As unemployment breaks 6 
percent, demand for enrollment 
takes its toll on the system.  At 
7 percent unemployment, there 
will be 7,000 to 10,000 students 
beyond current capacity. 

Denise Graham, operat-
ing budget director for the state 
board of community and techni-
cal colleges said in the coming 
months there will be an “in-
crease in minimum class size.”  
Graham said students will likely 
see larger class sizes and a 5 
percent hike in tuition -- $125 
more per year for the average 
full-time student.     

Reykdal said Washington’s 
unemployment rate is projected 
to peak at 8 percent in 2009.  

This will mean that community 
colleges will not be able to meet 
the demand for enrollment.

“This will get, in higher ed 
terms, catastrophic in a hurry,” 
Reykdal said. 

Because state tax collections 
are also down because of the 
downturn in the economy, cuts in 
state funding of higher educa-
tion are also likely. Gov. Chris 
Gregoire’s budget proposal cuts 
community college spending 6.5 
percent, according to Graham.

“We’re talking about sig-
nificant cuts to faculty and to 
instruction,” Reykdal said. “By 
that time, you will see our col-
leges making very honest state-
ments about no longer serving 
students.” 

 In addition to community 
colleges being unable to meet 
demand for enrollment, the state 
budget cutbacks will eliminate 
certain programs and some 
faculty members.  This would, 
in turn, increase the weight upon 
the shoulders of already strained 
teachers.

“We’ve got faculty who will 
take the burden of this demand 
because they will have much 

higher class sizes. Their COLAs 
[cost of living adjustment] are 
getting frozen in the governor’s 
budget and there isn’t a whole 
lot of hope in the near term for 
salary increases,” Reykdal said.

In an explanation of the 
state’s budget process, Rep. 
Deb Wallace (D-Vancouver), 
who chairs the House Higher 
Education Committee, said the 
governor’s budget is unlikely to 
be passed as is. 

The state budget is a nego-
tiation process. Legislators came 
into session last month and are 
taking testimony on all aspects 
of the budget. This year, the 
senate will propose its budget 
first, followed by the House’s 
response to their budget.  

“We’ll basically have three 
renditions, and what will happen 
is we will then negotiate be-
tween the House and the Senate 
and the governor’s office to get 
a budget that we all feel we can 
pass,” Wallace said.  

This will likely mean 
students at community colleges 
will not experience cuts or tu-
ition hikes in the same amounts 
as proposed by the governor 

in her budget, Wallace said.  
However, she added, “there will 
be cuts.”  

Wallace said after the final 
budget has been agreed upon 
that students can expect higher 
tuition if they are not classified 
as low-income. They will also 
see the elimination of certain 
programs, but which programs 
will be eliminated will be left 
to the discretion of individual 
colleges, she said.

Wallace said lawmakers 
recognize the importance of 
community colleges. They un-
derstand that programs that are 
offered at community colleges 
are very relevant to getting jobs 
after graduation.

 “Community college is the 
most relevant place to get an ed-
ucation,” Wallace said, because 
many programs directly lead 
to employment, for instance 
in nursing or auto mechanics. 
Because of that direct tie to em-
ployment, community colleges 
appear to be better situated than 
the state’s four-year colleges 
and universities as lawmakers 
look for places to cut higher 
education spending.

Unemployment putting the squeeze on community colleges

Stephanie at 
     stephanaynay06@hotmail.com
Della Beebe, Staff Advisor at  
     dbeebe@sccd.ctc.edu

(206) 764-5304

Extra copies of 

The Sentinel are in 

the Library.

Puzzle made by Nardos Asfaw & Emma Yin
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Undergraduate Transfer 
Admissions Sessions
Wednesday evenings, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 
on campus in UW1-103
Talk with an Admissions Advisor about: transferring credits, degree 
programs, prerequisite requirements, financing your education, 
the application process, possible career paths, and the UW Bothell 
experience. 

To learn more and to register for an information session, please visit 
the Advising Web site: 
transfer.uwb.edu/visit

A D V E R T I S E
in The Sentinel

sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu

Vinson Doan and Hao Tong took the stage to sing 
a duet as part of the Lunar New Year celebration 

in the Jerry Brockey Student Center Jan. 28.

To make the musical chairs game 
more challenging, participants 
were blindfolded and the chairs 
were placed in random spots in the 
room. 

Raising the red lantern:  
celebrating Lunar New Year 2009

In traditional Chinese dresses, Jenny Li, president 
of International Club and Nan Lui, president of PTK 
club, joined in the fashion show.

Photos by Wylie Steuart
earn your bachelor’s on 
SSCC’s campus!
www.ewu.edu/sscc
425.564.5100

Eastern Washington University and 
South Seattle Community College 
have teamed up to o�er a Bachelor 
of Science degree in technology. 

To learn more contact Greg 
Dempsey Jr. at 425.564.5103 or 
email greg.dempsey@ewu.ewu


