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Hey!
Is there an event or project on 

campus you are planning? 
Need volunteers? 

Your Student Club Center 
is here to help.

Contact Kathie Pham
KPham@sccd.ctc.edu
Student Club Director

Student Life in the Jerry Brockey 
Student Center

Phone: 206.764.5330

Personal essay, fiction or poetry
The Annual SSCC Student Anthology
Contact Holly Gilman at hgilman@sccd.ctc.edu or (206) 
768-6457
Deadline March 20, 2009

Personal essay, fiction, poetry or one-act play
The Annual League for Innovation Literary Competition
$500 first place, $200 second place, $100 third place
Contact Mike Hickey at mhickey@sccd.ctc.edu or (206) 
768-6495
Deadline March 20, 2009

Write well, get paid

By Sanae Ikegaki

Hi everyone! The season 
of rain and darkness is coming. 
Long, rainy winters in Seattle 
make it hard to go outside and 
be active. 

But, it is also fun to stay at 
home and read books with hot 
tea near a fireplace. 

There are many books 
available at the SSCC cam-
pus library. Among them, we 
introduce you to some recom-
mended reads from librar-
ian Shireen Deboo. You can 
find reccomended reads at 
the white shelves next to the 
studying rooms. 

Title: No Contest
Author: Alfie Kohn 
Non Fiction

What if 
we got rid 
of tests? 
What if 
rewards 
were elimi-
nated from 
classrooms?  
Could 
people be 

more productive and happier if 
competition wasn’t a factor in 
life? This book is an argument 
for a world without competi-
tion.  See what you think.

Title: Diet for a New America 
Author: John Robbins 
Non Fiction 

What is 
the rela-
tionship 
between 
what’s on 
my din-
ner table 
and what’s 
happen-
ing on the 
farm?  How 

does the industrialization of 
agriculture affect our health?  
How can a vegetarian diet help 
preserve our land and our en-
vironment? John Robbins in-
vestigates these questions and 
offers a argument for healthier 
people and land.  

Title: White Teeth 
Author: Zadie Smith 
Fiction 

Set in 
1970s North 
London, 
White Teeth 
is the story 
of Archie 
and Iqbal.  
Archie is a 
working-
class Brit.  
Iqbal is a 

Bengali Muslim immigrant.  
The men were soldiers togeth-
er years ago, and now have 
families of their own.  White 
Teeth explores multicultural-
ism, science, politics, and the 
unpredictable nature of family 
and friendship.  

Title: Working 
Author: Studs Terkel 
Non Fiction

Ever 
wanted to 
know what 
a day in the 
life of an 
airline pilot 
is like? Or 
how it feels 
to walk in 
the shoes of 

a waitress?  Can you imagine 
the stress of being an elected 
official? Have you wondered 
what it’s like to be a road con-
struction worker?  In this 20th 
century classic, Studs Terkel 
captures the voices of the 
American worker, in almost 
every possible job.  

Title: Blue Highways, a Journey 
Into America 
Author: William Least Heat-
Moon 
Non Fiction  

When 
William 
Least Heat-
Moon found 
himself in a 
mid-life cri-
sis, he chose 
the classic 
American 
solution: the 

road trip.  Driving around the 
country in an old bus, choosing 
to take only the back roads, he 
discovers hidden communities 
and characters.  

No tests? Really?
Someone even wrote a book about it

Recommended Reads
At the Library
with Shireen Deboo

Bibliographies 
and citations: 
Use your 
NoodleBib

In college-level writing assignments, your instructors 
will frequently require you to provide citations or references 
of the sources you used to write your papers.  There are 
three major reasons that academic writing requires citations:

 1. It shows that you are giving credit to the people who 
you learned the information from. 

 2. It helps your readers find more information on your 
topic.  

3. It demonstrates that you are providing credible infor-
mation in your paper.  

At the library, we can provide a lot of help with writing 
your citations.  We have handouts with examples of APA 
and MLA format.  

We also have a new online tool that formats your refer-
ences for you! It’s called NoodleBib. 

You can find NoodleBib under the library databases 
link. It will make writing citations so much easier.  

Check it out!

Shireen Deboo is a faculty librarian at South. You can 
get in touch with her at (206) 768-6847 or sdeboo@sccd.
ctc.edu.  The library website is http://dept.seattlecolleges.
com/sslib/

Solution to the crossword puzzle on Page 7. 

South Seattle Commu-
nity College is launching a 
certificate program to prepare 
students for entry into logistics 
and related career fields. The 
short-term program is called 
Transportation, Logistics and 
Cargo Security.

According to college 
officials, the Puget Sound 
Regional Council has tar-
geted the logistics and 
international trade industry 
cluster as a priority area. In 
addition to jobs in the logis-
tics, transportation and cargo 
security sector, the new 
program provides a pathway 
for more advanced training 
in business management and 

logistics degree programs. 
SSCC will draw on a 

similar program developed 
by Anne Arundel Community 
College under the Department 
of Labor Community-based 
Job Training Program. SSCC 
is revising the curriculum 
based on local industry input 
and analysis of workforce 
trends.

Classes begin in Winter 
Quarter and will be initially 
offered only at night. It will 
be taught by Steve Balaski. 
Balaski, who has been instru-
mental in developing the cur-
riculum, is an account manager 
from APL, a global container 
transportation company. 

New program prepares students 
for careers in transportation
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By Julie Rowe

Tucked neatly into a cu-
bicle next to Financial Aid in 
RSB’s Registration 
and Admissions area 
is SSCC’s Veterans 
Affairs desk. Here, 
vets receive help in 
taking advantage 
of their educational 
benefits. 

“It feels good to see the 
veterans we help progress 
and transfer to a four-year 
university,” said Dolores Tay-
lor of Veterans Affairs.

The office acts as a liaison 
between veterans and the fed-
eral Veterans Administration, 
helping roughly 100 veterans 
start school at SSCC every 
quarter. 

Nathan Patterson, an 
Air Force veteran, who was 
stationed in Arizona; New 
Jersey; and a Royal Air Force 
base in Mildenhall, England; 
works at Veterans Affairs. 
Patterson started working 
at the VA desk because one 
of the previous employees 
noticed that he always turned 
his paperwork in on time. 
“I had good grades. I guess 
the dean’s list doesn’t hurt, 
either,” Patterson added.

He chose Mark Limon 
to work there for the same 
reasons. Limon, a veteran of 
the Army’s 101st Airborne 
Division at Fort Campbell, 
Ky, also works with Patterson 

at the Veterans Affairs office. 
He is pursuing an A.A.S. in 
electrical engineering, Pat-
terson an A.A.S. in geology. 
Both plan to transfer to the 
University of Washington.

Things can get compli-
cated in terms of funding. “If 
you’ve taken classes years 
ago, before the military, 
any credits you accrued still 
count,” Patterson said. “If 

you, like me, took classes just 
to take classes, it can work 
against you.” If a requirement 
is already filled, you won’t 
receive any funding for that 
category. 

Vets applying to use 
their VA educational benefits 
should bring with them a 
copy of DD Form 214. “That 
is the one piece of paper 
that says that you joined the 
military and got an honor-
able discharge,” Patterson 
said. Vets can obtain a lim-
ited number of free copies 
through the national archives 
at: http://vetrecs.archives.gov.

Patterson urges vets not 
to be afraid to come to his 
office and ask any questions.  
“I try to give everybody as 
much help as possible,” he 
said. “I have no problem 
with giving out free cash for 
school.”

In most cases, vets are 
eligible for financial aid in 
addition to their VA educa-
tional benefits.

Patterson and Limon 

share a reason for enlisting. 
“[My motivation for] joining 
the military was no money 
for school. I had $25 and 
the shirt on my back when I 
joined. I had nothing else to 
my name,” Patterson said. 

“For money and educa-
tion. I wouldn’t actually join 
the military for the educa-
tion,” Limon explained.

“You would if you had 25 
bucks!” Patterson interjected.

Limon’s grandfather 
was a World War II vet-
eran, and an uncle also 
served in the Army. Pat-
terson’s Irish-American 
family tree includes sev-
eral veterans. His father 
and uncle were in the Air 
Force, and both his grand-
fathers served in the Army 
Air Corps. “It was either 
that or you worked on the 
railroad, one of the two.” 

The Air Force was de-
manding for Patterson.“A lot 
of devotion,” he remembers, 
calling it “12-16 hours a day 
of devotion.” 

He learned that he can 
handle almost anything. 
“Anything outside of the mil-
itary is a piece of cake now,” 
Patterson said. “There’s no 
such thing as stress, really.”  

Patterson said he appreci-
ates the community that is 
military life. “At least for my 
part, the Air Force  was very 
much a community, a family, 
as dysfunctional as it might 

be.” He has kept in touch 
with some of his buddies. “A 
little bit, here and there. That 
whole My Space and e-mail 
thing seems to work best.  
One of my best friends is a 
guy from Kentucky.  He’s still 
in England now. We keep in 
touch pretty regularly, about 
once a month. We’re a couple 
of car guys.”

Limon had a different 
experience. “No, because you 
get deployed a lot. Some of 
them got out; some of them 
are still in. But they always 
get deployed to Iraq or Af-
ghanistan.”

 Limon, who is of Filipino 
heritage, says the military 
taught him responsibility. “It 
teaches you a lot of discipline. 
It separates you from civil-
ians.” 

Patterson gave an ex-
ample: “You’ll actually do 
your homework. I never did 
my homework before the 
military.”

Limon said circumstances 
dictate whether or not he 
would choose to do it over 
again. “I would go to war, 
but… Iraq and Afghanistan 
right now, I consider that a 
conflict. There’s a big dif-
ference between war and 
conflict. In war you only see 
top people, but in conflict you 
see all kinds of people. But 

Vets get academic help at South Seattle Community College
I would go to war, I’d stand 
up for my country. Somebody 
has to do it. It’s a part of be-
ing a citizen of this country. 
War is the worst thing about 
the military.” 

According to reports by 
CBS News, veterans have 
a suicide rate that is double 
that of the civilian popula-
tion  “That’s bad leadership,”  
Limon said. 

Patterson agreed. “I would 
say it is, on one hand, bad 
supervision. You should know 
your troops—I knew my 
troops.” Patterson knew some 
vets personally who commit-
ted suicide, and admits some 
never let on. “One weekend 
you’re having a beer with a 
guy, and the next weekend 
you’re at his funeral.”

 Limon said marital and 
financial issues may contrib-
ute to this high suicide rate 
among veterans. 

 “When you’re off in 
the sandbox or anywhere in 
the world really, the world 
doesn’t stop and wait for you 
to pay your bills. They will 
take your car; they will take 
your house. I’ve had problems 
when I’ve been gone for two 
months at a time. I was lucky 
because I was able to pay it,” 
Patterson said.

Patterson feels that wheth-
er or not someone should 
enlist depends on their per-
sonality, adding, “I’d rather 
have volunteers than [have the 
government] draft people.”                                                         

To get started, visit 
DeVryCompletion.com/SSCC 
or call 866.215.3848

Program availability varies by location. 

3600 S. 344th Way
Federal Way, WA 
98001

 Apply all of  
 your qualifying 
 Associate Degree 
 credits to a 
 Bachelor’s Degree.

It’s called the can’t-miss 
event of the year. Fifteen of 
the Seattle area’s top chefs will 
prepare multi-course feasts for 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege’s annual Gifts from the 
Earth gala.  

These all-star celebrity 
chefs, 30 Washington state 
wineries, local companies and 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege students will join together 
to celebrate the hospitality 
industry and raise money for 
college programs and student 
scholarships.  

The festivities take place 
Jan. 24, 2009, at SSCC.  
The event will have hors 
d’oeuvres, wine tasting, a 
silent auction, a dinner and a 
live auction of fine wine and 
dining packages.

Each dinner course will be 
paired with wine from one of 
30 Washington wineries, and 
SSCC’s Wine Academy stu-
dents will serve as sommeliers.

Celebrity chefs include 
Peter Birk of Ray’s Boathouse, 

Dalis Chea of Herban Feast 
Catering, Craig Hethering-
ton of TASTE, David Hoyle 
of Westin Bellevue, Jeremy 
McLachlan of Salty’s on Alki, 
Will McNamara of Washington 
Athletic Club, John Neumark 
of Serafina, Marc Powers of 
Sip, Lenny Rede and Ste-
phen Sparks of South Seattle 
Community College and Dan 
Thiessen of O/8 Seafood Grill.

Wineries scheduled to 
participate to date include 
Avery Lane, Brian Carter Cel-
lars, Cadence Winery, Ca-
terina, Chandler Reach, Desert 
Hills, Domaine Ste. Michelle, 
Gamache Vintners, Hood-
sport, MaryHill, Northstar, 
Northwest Wine Academy, 
Nota Bene, OS Winery, Pleas-
ant Hill, Tsillan Cellars, Two 
Mountain Winery, Willis Hall 
and Zerba Cellars.

In addition to being a 
fundraising event, Gifts from 
the Earth provides invaluable, 
hands-on learning and profes-
sional networking opportuni-

ties for SSCC students.  In 
addition to the students in the 
Wine Technology program 
pouring wine with the wine-
makers, Hospitality Man-
agement bachelor’s degree 
program students will manage 
guest relations and Culinary 
Arts students will prepare 
meals alongside the celebrity 
chefs.

The event is sponsored 
by Food Services of America 
(FSA), Boeing, Union Bank 
of California and Interbay 
Foods.  

Tickets are $175 per per-
son. Corporate and table spon-
sorships ranging from $1,750 
to $10,000 are also available. 

More information on ticket 
purchase and sponsorship op-
portunities may be obtained by 
contacting the South Seattle 
Community College Founda-
tion at (206) 764-5809, email 
to ssccfoundation@sccd.ctc.
edu or on the Web at www.
southseattle.edu/foundation/
giftsfromtheearth/index.html.

South’s auction lets culinary, wine, 
hospitality students in on the action

Mark Limon of 
Veterans Affairs
Photo by Wylie Steuart
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CAMPUS TALK

MISSIOn  
STaTEMEnT

The Sentinel is solely 
funded by the students 
of South Seattle Commu-
nity College, and there-

fore should function to 
first serve the students, 
as well as the administra-
tion, faculty, and staff.

The Sentinel is 
committed to providing 
articles that are directly 
related to SSCC campus 
and that are deemed 

to be of interest to the 
students of this institu-
tion.  We shall endeavor to 
inform the reader, express 
opinions, and entertain.

The Sentinel seeks 
to achieve integrity and 
credibility by maintaining 
the highest standards in 

print journalism, paying 
attention to accuracy and 
fairness in reporting.

The Sentinel shall 
actively recruit student re-
porters and write articles 
that reflect the broad 
cultural diversity of our 
campus population.

They Said It! What does the term “green” mean?

Abdi
Idan 

ELEcTRIcaL EngInEERIng
“Green means 

money.”

Photographed and compiled by 
Wylie Steuart

Abdi
Karim 

ELEcTRIcaL EngInEERIng
“Blue and yellow.”

Kenney
Oberloh 

MuSIc
“Green is me, green is 
Kenney. Green makes 
the world go round.”

Riane
Young

RunnIng STaRT
“It means conserving 

energy.”

Jenny
Li 

fInancE
“Green for me is nature; 
it makes me think of the 
fir[trees]. I love green, 

I’d like to paint my walls 
green. I think green 

is also good for your 
eyesight. ”

Nhien
Huynh

BuSInESS aDMInISTRaTIOn anD ManagEMEnT
“Something fresh and something new. It 

doesn’t only mean about trees [plants], but 
also about something new that you learned, 

from the community or whatever.  . . . I learned 
a lot of skills [in a leadership conference] that 
I can use for school so I can make something 

really green for not only the USA student 
government but also for the community.”

Kimiko
Foz

cOMMunIcaTIOnS
“Using fewer 

resources and saving 
energy when possible, 
while making sure the 
impact on the planet 

is as little as possible. 
We’re seeing issues 
right now like global 

warming that are 
definitely affected by 

what mankind is doing 
to our planet. Being 
green is being aware 
of these issues and 
trying to reverse the 

process.”

Idalia 
Green 
fInancE

“My new married last 
name. ”

Michal
Marek 

InTERnaTIOnaL STuDEnT
BuSInESS ManagEMEnT

“Green is good for the 
environment.”

nOv. 3 cORREcTIOn  
In the November 2008 issue of the Sentinel, 
there was as mistake on one photo credit. 
The after photo of South’s fitness center story 
should have read ‘Photo by Michael Spann.’
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CAMPUS ACTION
guEST cOLuMn / IDALIA VALDEZ

At my 
father’s 
funeral, 
my mother 
said to 
me, “Your 
father’s 
spirit lives 
in you.”  It 
has taken 
me four years to understand 
this simple but complex sen-
tence.  

I came to understand this 
as I was setting up my ofrenda 
at our Dia de los Muertos 
event last month in the Jerry 
Brockey Student Center. Put-
ting together my father’s of-
renda was not as easy as I first 
assumed.  I figured the easiest 
thing to do was to generate a 
list of the items needed to cre-
ate a presentable ofrenda.

It was important for me 
to share a part of my Mexican 
culture. I had forgotten that 
Dia de los Muertos is meant to 
represent the human spirit and 
how it lives on beyond death. 

Since death comes to all 
humans, rich or poor, and to all 
ethnicities, figurines repre-
sent all walks of life: doctors, 
mothers, prostitutes, farmers, 
artists, hairstylists and oth-
ers. Skeletal images are often 
happy and humorous, very 
life like, unlike the frightening 
images of Halloween that com-
mercialism has created.

The human spirit lives on through Dia de los Muertos 

This is indicated by generally 
referring to Nov. 1 mainly as 
Día de los Inocentes (Day of 
the Innocents) or as Día de los 
Angelitos (Day of the Little 
Angels) and Nov. 2 as Día 
de los Muertos or Día de los 
Difuntos (Day of the Dead).

Favorite toys are used 

as offerings dedicated to the 
children who have died. Usu-
ally the parent of the deceased 
child will make toys with 
humor (often satirical), affec-
tion, charm and much glitter 
and tinsel. Most are ephemeral, 

KHMER STUDENT ASSOCIATION
President: Kimsan Mao
Email: kimsan_d_mao@yahoo.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Sy Ear, Sear@sccd.ctc.edu, 
(206)768-6747
Meeting TBA
The purpose of this organization is to 
coordinate campus and community 
activities put on by members of the 
organization to bring students of all 
ethnicities together to learn about each 
other’s background. 

BROTHERHOOD OF GAMES
Officer: Bob Preston
E-mail: mightybob3000@gmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Meeting TBA
The purpose of the group is to play video 
games, socialize, build friendships and 
get to know other students. Video games 
encourage one to develop ideas and 
nurture creativity.

CHRISTIAN CLUB
President: Stephanie Tussing
Email: stephanaynay06@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Della Beebe, DBeebe@sccd.ctc.
edu, 206.764.5332
Meeting every Wednesday (fall) @ 12-1 
p.m., JMB 128
The purpose of this organization is to 
provide an opportunity where in students 
can meet and enjoy fellowship with one 
another in a Christian environment.

MUSICIANS CLUB
President: Kenney Oberloh
Email: kurryXar@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Meeting TBA
To facilitate fellowship across SSCC’s variety 
of musical cohorts and cultures and unite 
them to learn, perform, teach and appreciate 
music.

CHINESE CLUB
President: Joyce Hu
Email: Huxiao_sz@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Jian Zou, JZou@sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 
768.6869
Meeting TBA
The purpose of this organization is to 
coordinate campus and community activities 
put on by members of the organization, to 
bring all students and others together to help 
each other, to learn our culture, and to have 
all kinds of activities. 

VIETNAMESE STUDENT ASSOCIATION
President: Lynde Bui
Email: LBui@sccd.ctc.edu 
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Tram Dang, Tdang@sccd.ctc.edu, 
(206) 764.5363; Colby Keene, CKeene@
sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 768-6670   
Meeting TBA
The purpose of the Vietnamese Student 
Association at South Seattle Community 
College is to build a sense of community and 
to assist Vietnamese Students in furthering 
their educational goals.

Join the club
ENGINEERING ASSOCIATION
Co-Presidents: Liz Merden, Aaron Noble & Joe 
Noble
Email: SSCCEngineeringClub@hotmail.com 
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Mike Steffancin, msteffancin@sccd.ctc.
edu, (206) 768-6486; Heidi Lyman, hlyman@
sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 768-6641
Meeting TBA
Our mission is to provide students a place 
to come together and help each other work 
towards a common goal. We will provide our 
members with the tools needed to further 
their academic pursuits through study groups, 
transfer assistance, field trips and various 
activities. We will provide you with a chance to 
network outside of your classes and help create 
lasting friendships. We realize that SSCC is 
not the final destination for many of you. The 
main intent of this club is to help you succeed 
academically, professionally and personally.

LATINO  CLUB
President: Gregg Alvarado & Maria Vallejo
E-mail: SSCCLatinoClub@yahoo.com
Contact 206 764 5330
Advisor: Jo Anderson, JAnderson@sccd.ctc.
edu, (206) 768-6455
Meeting TBA
The purpose of Latino Club is to create 
connections, provide resources and leadership 
opportunities for Latino students. The Latino 
Club also seeks to share culture with all South 
Seattle students and the greater community.

SOCCER CLUB
President: Gonzalo Yepes
Email: Chaloyepes@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Meeting TBA
The purpose of the Soccer Club is to 
assemble and enrich campus life by sharing 
our love for soccer with fellow students.

PHI THETA KAPPA (PTK)/HONORS CLUB
Co-Presidents: Nancy Liu & Norma Luo
Email: SSCCPTK@sccd.ctc.edu
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Monica Lundberg, MLundberg@
sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 768-6750
Meeting TBA
The purpose of PTK is to recognize and 
encourage scholarship among two-
year college students. To achieve this 
purpose, PTK shall provide opportunity for 
development of leadership and service, for 
an intellectual climate for exchange of ideas 
and ideals, for lively fellowship for scholars, 
and for stimulation of interest in continuing 
academic excellence.

BASEBALL CLUB
President: Chris Chang
Email: WCLeader08@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Paul Safstrom, Psafstro@sccd.ctc.
edu, (206) 768-6781
Meeting TBA
The purpose of the Baseball Club is to 
popularize baseball culture and make a 
baseball team for South Seattle Community 
College students. This club can make 
any dreams come true for anybody that is 
interested in becoming a baseball player.

MULTI-CULTURAL UNITY CLUB
President: Gary Gagh
Email: G.Gagh@yahoo.com 
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Mindy Ursin, Mursino@sccd.
ctc.edu, (206) 768-6600
Meeting TBA
The purpose of the Multi-Cultural Unity 
Club is to unify all the diverse cultures 
of our world and to build strong bonds 
with the members. 

HOSPITALITY FINANCIAL & 
TECHNICAL PROFESSIONALS 
(HFTP) CLUB
President: Nancy Matthew
Email: n.mathew@comcast.net
Telephone: (206) 764 5330
Advisor: Tom Mayburry, TMayburry@
sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 768-6726
Meeting TBA
HFTP is professional association 
serving members working in 
hospitality. HFTP has been 
dedicated to providing members with 
extraordinary networking opportunities, 
industry-leading certification programs 
and events, and essential resources 
for professional growth.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT CLUB
President: Jenny Li
Email: jennyliwithyou@hotmail.com
Telephone: (206) 764 5330 
Meeting TBA
The purpose of The International Club 
is for the awareness of each individual 
culture. The main goal is to get more 
South Seattle Community College 
students involved in activities around 
campus.

When I was a child, I 
was taught not to fear death 
because, after all, it is inevi-
table. I learned to make sugar 
skulls, to make pan de muerto 
(soul’s bread), and calabaza en 
tacha (candied pumpkin). I re-
member making paper mache 
skeletons and coffins to help 
decorate my ofrendas.

Nov. 1 is the date de-
ceased children and infants are 
honored; whereas deceased 
adults are honored on Nov. 2. 

RIGHT: During Dia 
de los Muertos, 
it is common 
to dress, as 
Glenda Miller 
did, in outfits 
that resemble 
death. Skeletal 
images are 
often happy and 
humorous, very 
life-like, unlike the 
frightening images 
of Halloween that 
commercialism 
has created.

LEFT: For Dia de los Muertos, people display those things that 
help them remember loves ones. Personal items of the spirits 
remembered -- the child’s toys, household saints, photos of those 
honored -- are added to the altar, along with the tools and utensils 
used each day. Photos by Betsy Berger

MUERTOS, continued on Page 7
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The following incident are compiled from reports filed with the Seattle Police Department.

 Compiled by Natalie Wastman

Between 11 p.m. Nov. 4 
and 10 a.m. Nov. 5, a kayak, 
a flag and other items were 
stolen from someone’s yard 
on Fauntleroy Way Southwest.  
There are no suspects.

At 4:26 p.m. Nov. 6, a man 
reported a threat made by two 
people. The man called twice 
before, saying the two were 
illegally dumping on West 
Marginal Place Southwest. The 
police came both times, find-
ing the two sweeping the street. 
They denied making the threat 
and said the metal was legally 
obtained and they stripped it in 
the proper area. The two were 
released from the scene.

At 4:40 p.m. Nov. 5, a 
woman living on 22nd Avenue 
Southwest reported a theft by 
the man she rented her room out 
to. At 9 a.m. Sep. 22, she left for 
the Navy, returning to find items 
missing from the rented room. 

Between 6 p.m. Oct.  20 and 
2 p.m. Nov. 3, a man living on 
8th Avenue Southwest reported 
the theft of his debit card. $2500 
was deposited into his account, 
and several attempts were made 
to withdraw the money, but the 
account had been frozen.

Damage was done on some-
one’s property on Southwest 
Cloverdale Street between 12 
p.m. Nov. 8 and 11 a.m. Nov. 9.  
The estimated cost was $275.

Someone reported a house-
hold burglary on 47th Avenue 
Southwest that occurred between 
9:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Nov. 12. 
The burglar took two laptops, 
two game systems and more than 
$125. The basement windowsill 
was dusted for fingerprints and 

submitted into evidence.

A fight that occurred on 17th 
Avenue Southwest between 8 p.m. 
and 8:30 p.m. Nov.12 was report-
ed by the mother of two teenage 
girls. The girls had gotten into a 
fight over the computer involving 
a stool and shoving. None of the 
girls claimed they were hurt and 
said they would stay away from 
each other that night. 

A car was broken into 
between 9:30 p.m. Nov. 12 and 
10:30 a.m. Nov. 13 on 35th 
Avenue Southwest. The front 
passenger window was shat-
tered, and the cost to repair is 
unknown. A number of items 
were taken.

On 38th Avenue Southwest 
between 6 p.m. Nov. 6 and 7 a.m. 
Nov. 7, two cars were broken 
into. A number of items were 
taken from the minivan, but noth-
ing was missing from the car.

Between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
Nov. 13, a front window of a 
Delridge Way Southwest home 
was shattered by an unknown 
object. The two homeowners 
suspect it was a bullet or a pellet 
fired from the street. There are 
no suspects, and no evidence of 
a shooting has been found.

A flag was stolen from a 
man’s property on Fauntleroy 
Way Southwest between 10:30 
p.m. Nov. 4 and 4:15 a.m. Nov. 
5. The flag was taken from a tall 
pole on the deck.

Between 5 p.m. Oct. 31 and 
3:51 p.m. Nov. 4, a woman died 
in her car that was parked in an 
enclosed garage on Southwest 
Othello Street. Coworkers said 
they were worried after the 

woman did not come to work 
for four days. The cause of 
death is unknown, but medical 
examiners have some evidence 
of carbon monoxide poisoning.

A burglary occurred be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 7 p.m. Nov. 
5 at a woman’s home on 17th 
Avenue Southwest. The front 
door was forced open, and the 
lock was broken. Some electron-
ics and jewelry were taken. 

A man living on 24th 
Avenue Southwest reported his 
neighbor’s house alarm sounded 
at 8:42 p.m. Nov. 5. The man 
said he saw four young men 
in hooded sweatshirts fleeing 
from the back door. They got 
into a car and drove away. The 
daughter of the homeowner was 
contacted by the alarm compa-
ny. Nothing seemed to be taken.

While working out at the All 
Star Fitness Gym on Southwest 
Andover Street between 7 p.m. 
and 10 p.m. Nov. 5, someone 
broke into a woman’s unlocked 
locker and took her jewelry, a 
comb and two gym towels. The 
stolen diamond bracelet and 
earrings were valued at $4,600. 
The woman said she suspects an 
employee took the items. 

A man called about a house 
on Third Avenue Southwest, 
reporting it had been burgled be-
tween 11 a.m. Nov. 8 and 7 a.m. 
Nov. 9. The alarm failed to go 
off when the burglar broke into 
a backyard door. Fingerprint 
examination proved that the 
burglar used gloves, leaving no 
evidence. The items that were 
taken were all stored while the 
unoccupied house was for sale. 

Between 11:36 p.m. and 
11:37 p.m. Nov. 12, multiple peo-
ple called police about the sound 
of a gun being fired on 20th Av-
enue Southwest.  The left side of 
a woman’s house had been shot 
at three times. The woman does 
not know of any suspects. 

A woman’s car was broken 
into on 39th Avenue Southwest be-
tween 12:30 a.m. and 6 a.m. Nov. 8. 
The trunk release lever was broken, 
and all items were gone totaling up 
to a $3,000 loss of property. 

A man was pulled over on 
California Avenue Southwest 
Nov. 14 at 5:32 a.m. because 
of a broken headlight. His car 
smelt like marijuana, and he was 
taken into custody after admit-
ting to have smoked it earlier. A 
silver canister full of marijuana 
was found in his passenger seat. 
He was booked into jail with 
the charges of possession of an 
illegal drug, an expired proof of 
insurance, a broken headlight 
and another incident involving 
the possession of marijuana.

By Natalie Wastman

When Barack Obama 
became the new president of 
the United States, most South 
Seattle students rejoiced. 
However, as was discovered 
on Nov. 12 at 11:30 a.m., 
someone stated their dis-
agreement by vandalizing a 
large Obama photo from The 
Seattle Times that was pinned 
to the voter bulletin board 
outside the RSB 67 office.

“On a diverse campus 
such as ours, you would hope 
that we could all practice 
inclusiveness and respect 
of our differences in back-
grounds, beliefs and values,” 
said Jo Anderson, the direc-
tor of the Office of Diversity 
and Retention, in an e-mail. 
“Unfortunately, some indi-
viduals feel compelled to act 
on their intolerance of these 
differences.”

The mission of the Office 
of Diversity and Retention 
is to honor and support the 
multicultural values of the 
campus community and to 
support the best educational 
environment for students of 
color at South Seattle Com-
munity College.

This is not the first case 
in which discrimination has 
been evident on campus. 
Over the past five or six 
years, there have repeatedly 
been incidents involving the 
LBGTQ (Lesbian Bisexual 
Gay Transgender and Ques-
tioning) community. 

“Plexiglas cases have 
been installed in high traffic 
areas to post flyers and other 
materials regarding LGBTQ 
issues, but even those have 
been tampered with,” Ander-
son said. 

SSCC directors and 
supervisors are working to 
bring this matter to students’ 
awareness. Already ideas are 
being introduced to respond 
to these problems, including a 
glass case for displays, more 
education and a committee to 
create a formal institutional 
process to address bias inci-
dents on campus. 

“We have a Diversity & 
Retention department that 
includes a Cultural Center 
and Women’s Center as well 
as the President’s Committee 
on Diversity & Retention,” 
Anderson said. “ We provide 
multicultural education and 
student success strategies for 
our diverse student bo dy,” 
Anderson added.

The Cultural Center’s 

mission is to educate the 
campus community about 
the diversity present among 
students. It offers an inclusive 
and reflective space, multicul-
tural programming and sup-
port services that encourage 
positive interaction, academic 
persistence and growth among 
students, faculty and staff.

Likewise, the Women’s 
Center focuses on supporting 
women in their academics, 
dedicated to providing for suc-
cess for women in a number of 
ways. It deals with issues such 
as housing, healthcare, child-
care, scholarships, domestic 
violence survivors’ support 
and more.

There is another program 
that is being considered to 
respond to this incident. It’s 
called the Bias Incident Re-
sponse Team.

“BIRT,” Anderson said, 
“has yet to be officially imple-
mented, but it is a response 
to incidents of bias on our 
campus where there is no 
known offender – such as this 
incident.” The BIRT has not 
been established yet, but al-
ready plans and ideas are being 
considered.

“A team of trained campus 
members would document 
these incidents and work with 
those who are affected through 
personal advising and educa-
tional programs,” Anderson 
said, explaining the kind of 
work that would be involved 
within this team.

Many people believe 
that since the world’s cul-
tures are becoming increas-
ingly meshed, it is time to 
become aware of problems 
like these and find ways to 
stop them.

 “Having a safe and inclu-
sive campus environment is an 
important part of the educa-
tional experience,” Anderson 
said. “Acts of hate or bias can 
affect someone’s ability to 
learn and feel secure.”

Students are being asked 
to participate and help in the 
making of a campus that is a 
safer place to study without 
bias discrimination.

“Students - as well as 
faculty and staff - should be 
aware of their surroundings 
and report any property dam-
age to safety and security,” 
Anderson said. 

Anderson said her office is 
open to those who feel an inci-
dent they witness is “motivated 
by bias of someone’s ethnicity, 
religion, sexual orientation, 
etc.”  She can be reached by 
email at janderson@sccd.ctc.
edu.  Her office is at RS 156.

Vandalism prompts 
administration action
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December 1, 2008 The Sentinel                                                                                                   Page 7

CAMPUS NEWS

SSCC Christian 
Student Club

Wednesdays 
1 – 2 p.m.

Music Dept. RS 82

All Students Welcome!

INFO: 
Stephanie at 
     stephanaynay06@hotmail.com
Della Beebe, Staff Advisor at  
     dbeebe@sccd.ctc.edu

Viet&121
Winter

Emphasis will 
be on basic 
grammar; phonetic 
spelling, everyday 
expressions, 
vocabulary, 
traditions, and 
customs.

For more information, 
please contact the 
instructor at tdang@
sccd.ctc.edu.

c l a s s i f i e d   a d s 
ADVERTISING RATE: 10 WORDS, $10; 15 CENTS FOR EACH ADDITIONAL WORD. STUDENT ADS ARE FREE!
E-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or drop it off in the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

The answers are sideways on Page 2.

Help Wanted Education Clubs Clubs

Lost 

& 

Found

JMB 

135

Lost/Found

Salt to the Rescue

Going Somewhere? 
French is the official language of 30 countries
French is one of the official languages of the 
United Nations and the Olympics

FRENCH 121,  
ELEMENTARY FRENCH
ITEM #0098   FRCH 12

TuTh at 6 p.m.

Instructor, Ginger Wilkinson at gwilkinson@sccd.ctc.edu  

Learn French and pack your bags 
for anywhere!

Puzzle made by Nardi Asfaw, Emma Yin & Sanae Ikegaki

Help Wanted

ACROSS
5) The process for getting salt from seawater
6) Salt with no iodine or any other additives  ___salt
7) The largest commercial distributor of salt 

DOWN
1) The location (country) of the Wieliczka Salt 
Mine, one of the world’s longest operating salt 
mines
2) SALT is the acronym for _______ for Applied 
Learning Technology
3) The Russian officer who became the first lover 
of Catherine the Great after her arrival in Russia
4) Another name for the Iran salt mummies, 
which have proven to be scientific treasure troves
5) In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “Salt 
of the ________.”
6) The Spanish word for salt

preferred. Professional 
references and excellent 
communicat ion ski l ls 
required. Must be enrolled 
in at least 5 credits. Send 
resume and letter of 
interest to bberger@sccd.
ctc.edu. Information: (206) 
768-6477.

D I R E C T O R  O F 
DEVELOPMENT. $56,500 
to $82,831 per year DOE, 
fulltime, exempt. Provide 
leadership and direction 
for South’s fundraising 
activities, build strong 
and renewable base of 
financial support. Evidence 
of successful fundraising 
required. Apply at www.
southseattle.edu (campus 
information).

WELDING INSTRUCTOR. 
$49,027  to  $52 ,345 
per year. A high school 
diploma, five years of 
successful experience 
as a welder fabricator; 
Washington Association of 
Building Officials Welding 
certification, or equivalent; 
and experience teaching 
and working with diverse 
student populations are 
required. Apply at www.
southseattle.edu (campus 
information).

I N S T R U C T O R , 
LICENSED PRACTICAL 
NURSE.  $52,345 to 
$54,834 per  year.  A 
current ,  unrestr ic ted 
license to practice as a 
registered nurse in the 
State of Washington, a 
bachelor of science degree 
in Nursing and two years 
of recent work experience 
in acute or long-term care 
are required. Apply at 
www.southseattle.edu 
(campus information).

I N S T R U C T O R S , 
REGISTERED NURSE 
(2 OPENINGS). $52,345 
to $54,834 per year. A 
current ,  unrestr ic ted 
license to practice as a 
registered nurse in the 
state of Washington, a 
master’s degree in nursing 
or current enrollment in a 
graduate nursing program, 
and two years of recent 
work experience in acute 
or long-term care are 
required. This is a job at 
South Seattle Community 
College. Apply at www.
southseattle.edu (campus 
information).

A R T  G A L L E R Y 
ATTENDANT. Applicant 
must have Work Study 
award. 5-10 hours per 
week.  Beg in  Win te r 
Quarter. Strong interest 
in learning about the 
arts required. Job duties 
inc lude greet ing Ar t 
Gallery visitors, help put 
up art shows, plan arts-
related events. Send 
email to Renee Rhodes at 
rrhodes@sccd.ctc.edu.

C O L U M N I S T.  T h e 
Sentinel. $10 per column. 
Must be enrolled in at 
least 5 credits. Journalism 
experience and familiarity 
with AP Style preferred. 
S e n d  i n q u i r i e s  t o 
bberger@sccd.ctc.edu. 
Information: (206) 768-
6477.

REPORTER. The Sentinel. 
5-10 hours per week. 
$8.73 per hour. Write 
stories and other items for 
the campus newspaper 
as directed. Journalism 
exper ience  des i red . 
Creative thinking skills 
required. Send resume 
and letter of interest to 
Betsy Berger, Sentinel 
Advisor, at bberger@sccd.
ctc.edu. Information: (206) 
768-6477.

B U S I N E S S /
A D V E R T I S I N G 
MANAGER. The Sentinel. 
5-10 hours per week, 
flexible. $9.31 per hour. 
Contact advertisers, write 
advertising contracts, 
m a i n t a i n  c l a s s i f i e d 
ads. Experience with 
Excel and journalism 
profession and practices 

PACIFIC ISLANDER STUDENT 
COMMISSIONER, Cultural Center. $9 per hour. 
Minimum 10 hours per week. Responsibilities 
include organizing programs and events, serving 
as liaison to ethnic-specific student clubs 
and organizations, facilitating monthly ethnic-
specific student community support meetings, 
participating in Cultural Center programs and 
activities (study groups, leadership workshops, 
retreats) and campus events (new student 
orientation, high school tours). Skills required 
include experience working with diverse 
populations; interest in multicultural issues 
and gender issues; awareness and sensitivity 
regarding issues of sexism, racism, homophobia 
and heterosexism, ageism, sizeism, and ableism; 
and Microsoft Office programs.  Information: 
Juna Alvarez or Jo Anderson, (206) 764-7950.

Learn the basics for developing an 
effective resume through a one-on-one 
appointment with a WorkSource – 
Career Center Partner. 

Please reserve your slot through the 
WorkSource front desk by calling (206) 
764-5304 or coming to RSB #79. You 
will need to check-in at the front desk 
5 - 10 minutes before your scheduled 
appointment time. 

Make your Resume

Get that Job

Pick up 
your copy 

of The 
Sentinel 

in the 
Jerry 

Brockey 
Student 
Center, 

JMB 135.
Winter 2009

P

M Y

O

N

V

Y

such as cloth dolls or small 
wooden cars.  Because toys 
are familiar, death becomes 
familiar.

The Day of the Dead 
(Dia de los Muertos) is a 
uniquely Indo-Hispanic 

custom that demonstrates a 
sense of love and respect for 
ancestors. It celebrates the 
continuance of life, family, 
relationships and community 
solidarity; and even finds 
humor after death.  

This special day has 
become a Mexican holiday 

in which family and friends 
gather and pray to pay tribute 
to the souls of the departed. 
Although it is mainly cel-
ebrated by those of Mexican 
heritage, it has grown in 
popularity and is embraced 
by many cultures.  

Over the past four years, 

I had forgotten my own 
history. Death comes to us 
at any time, day or night. It 
never asks for permission to 
take us or one of our loved 
ones away. 

I did not realize that by 
putting all my memories of 
and emotions about my father 
in a box in the back of my 

closet, I was allowing death 
to have the final word. It was 
taking his spirit as well.  

So, today, I can tell you: 
my father’s spirit lives in me, 
and in everyone that I share 
my stories with.

Idalia Valdez is the South 
Seattle Community College 
Chicano/Latino commissioner.

My father’s spirit lives in me
MUERTOS, 
continued from Page 5
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By Michael Spann

There is a lot of activity 
going on within the West Se-
attle  / White Center commu-
nity that many are not aware 
of.  White Center and its sur-
rounding areas close to SSCC  
have been in a great battle to 
become a part of either Burien 
or Seattle in King County for 
close to 20 years.  

“Seattle and the City of 
Burien,  along with King 
County  have been hav-
ing meetings to determine 
what will become of the 
unincorporated 
King County,” 
said David Daw 
with the White 
Center Commu-
nity Develop-
ment Associa-
tion (CDA).

David Daw used to be at 
SSCC, working in the Student 
Life department in the Jerry M. 
Brockey building. 

There are small non-profit 
companies that are fighting a 
silent battle of helping those 
that will be affected by these 
discussions.

People of color and low 
income people benefit from 
organizations such as CDA 
(Community Development 
Association).  “We meet with 
the officials for answers,” Daw 
said. 

There is government mon-
ey that has been distributed to 
the West Seattle / White Center 
area called Weed and Seed.

Weed and Seed has been 
around for more than 20 years 
in the Seattle area. The pro-
gram was designed by the 
federal government to get rid 
of drug problems that were in 
troubled areas.

Now, as a person who is 
working for CDA in the White 
Center area, Daw goes to 
countless meetings pertaining 
to issues that affect this part of 
West Seattle.

Daw said he loves to give 
back to the community. He 
also said it is “refreshing to 
help with a community that is 

so diverse.” 
For a person who has 

been to college and has 
worked at SSCC, he said 
that “being in a diverse 
community has helped 

him to perform his job bet-
ter for the organization that 
helps so many different types 
of people.”     

Being in a diverse place, 
for instance SSCC, will pre-
pare students for the jobs that 
they seek.

“In most cases, all students 
at some point will interact with 
others that are different,” Daw 
said. 

In moving on to work at a 
community-based non-profit, 
Daw still stays in touch with 
people at SSCC that became 
his friends.

SSCC also has played a 

major role in the development 
of people moving on to work 
for community organizations.

SSCC states: “We have a 
place for you.”   This is true 
for the ones who take what 
they learn here and apply it to 
the community.  Not just the 
school community, but where 
you live.

As the Weed and Seed mon-
ey runs out this year, CDA has 

Former SSCC clubs advisor promotes community development
AROUND  HERE

made other arrangements to keep 
fighting for community issues.

 “With hard work and 
perseverance, a student can 
live out their wishes with a 
degree,” Daw said.  

As Daw said,”A person 
must know what they want and 
go after it.”

Outside of working for 
CDA, Daw is involved in pro-

Group winner: The 
Academic Center, 
left to right, Judy 
Jennings, Heritage 
University; Danisha 
Rawlings, Alice in 
Wonderland; Ana 
Korsmo, Mad Hatter; 
Aimee Goodwin, Queen 
of Hearts; Sandy Long, 
King of Hearts; Greg 
Gillespie, The Knight; 
Karen Whitney, The 
Duchess.

Faculty/staff winner: 
Jason Gruenwald as Peter 
Venkman, Ph.D, member of 
the GhostbustersStudent winner: 

Sulayman Dehlawi as the 
Headless Horseman

Campus costume  
contest winners

Photos 
courtesy 

of The 
Bookstore

Thirty-six people 
entered this 
year’s Bookstore 
Halloween 
costume contest. 
Students were 
asked to vote 
for their favorite 
faculty/staff, 
student and top 
group winner. 

Culinary Arts students were challenged with designing faces 
for a famous holiday icon – the pumpkin.  In just one hour, they 
had to choose and create a timeless look – ugly, scary cute, 
artistic or original – without the use of chainsaws, hatchets, 
axes or machetes. All entries were sold to raise funds for new 
equipment.

Photo and info courtesy of The Update

What 
a 
winner 
looks 
like

To join, contact Monica Lundberg
(206) 768-6750

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
International Honor Society

 

Photo Courtesy of David Daw

viding housing to international 
students.

He remembers how it felt 
to be in another country as an 
exchange student and without 
knowing anybody. So he now 
offers lodging assistance to the 
international student body.

He works closely with 
another organization that pro-
vides him with clients who are 
in need of lodging while in the 
United States.


