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Airplane parts, automobile 
and truck parts: South’s welding students 

can make stuff out of just 
about anything.South student Jamie 

Thomas  and her story 
Page 3
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CAMPUS NEWS

Many 
high school 
students do 
not continue 
their educa-
tion simply 
because 
they cannot 
afford the 
cost of at-
tending col-
lege. And 
with annual 
tuition now 
approaching 
$2,500, the 
financial 
barrier has 
become 
even great-
er. 

Being aware of this is-
sue, South Seattle Commu-
nity College (SSCC) and the 
college’s foundation have 
established 
the 13th 
Year Promise 
Scholarship. 
It gives each 
2008 gradu-
ating senior 
at Cleveland 
High School 
the chance to 
attend SSCC 
tuition-free 
for one year, 
regardless of 
grade point, 
test scores or 
income level.

“The 13th Year Promise 
Scholarship is an innovative 
way to give more students the 
opportunity to achieve their 
career and educational goals,” 
explained SSCC Foundation 

Making dreams come true

Interim Executive Director 
Elizabeth Pluhta. She said 
research shows that a high 
school diploma and at least 

one year 
of college 
increases a 
student’s abil-
ity to achieve 
life success. 

“Too 
often, students 
don’t enroll 
in college 
because they 
simply can’t 
afford it,” 
she added. 
“The scholar-
ship removes 
the financial 

barrier, so all students have an 
equal chance for life success.” 

SSCC began with Cleve-
land because the school 
reflects the diverse demo-
graphic of the campus. In the 

Aches and pains?

Cleveland High School 2008 graduates proudly wave their scholarship certificates 
during the 13th Year Promise Scholarship award ceremoney May 14. Photo by Wylie 
Steuart      

 

This spring quarter a 
student was mugged in the 
SSCC parking lot. School se-
curity and 911 
were quickly 
dispatched, 
and the stu-
dent received 
the necessary 
attention and 
support. But 
where do those 
students who 
need medi-
cal assistance 
turn to when a 
911 call is too 
drastic a move 
and a plastic 
bandage isn’t 
enough?

“Students 
should have 
somewhere 
to go if they 
are facing a 
health issue,” 
said Damaris 
Valdez, a staff 
member at 
the Women’s 
Center.

 Mark 
Mitsui, vice 
president of 
Student Ser-
vices, said the 
school should 
have a nurse 
on campus, but 
acknowledges 
there aren’t 
enough funds 
to back it up. 

“The 
school’s main 
priority is the students’ 
academic achievements,” he 

said. “With regard to health 
issues, the school provides 
a number of services for 
students in need.” 

Students 
can call 211 to 
get answers to 
health related 
questions or 
referrals, Mitsui 
pointed out. 

The school 
has security 
guards trained 
in first aid, and 
there are three 
full-time coun-
selors working 
to help students 
who feel de-
pressed or just 
need somebody 
to talk to. The 
school also 
provides health 
insurance for 
students enrolled 
in at least 10 
credits.

What about 
the nursing 
students who 
walk our college 
hallways? Can’t 
we get a school 
nurse through the 
nursing program, 
giving those 
nursing students 
valuable experi-
ence and the stu-
dents, in general, 
a greater sense of 
security? 

“We have 
certified nurses 
that can provide 
the basic services 

that are requested,” said 
Malcolm Grothe, director of 
the nursing program. “The 
resources are here.”

Both Mitsui and Grothe 
agree that the school first 
needs to conduct a student 
survey to learn if there is a 
need for a school nurse, and in 
that case, what services are re-
quested. The student govern-
ment has the power to grant 
the funds for such a survey.

Kyle Schaffer, the 
United Student Association 
(USA) president said the sur-
vey is a “great idea” and he 
would bring it up at the next 
executive meeting. “Such a 
survey could be done rather 
quickly,” he added.

Schaffer said he also 
sees the nursing program 
as a possible resource and 
solution to solving the nurse 
situation.  

USA looking into on-campus medical care

“They should 
have a 
school 

nurse that 
can answer 

health 
related 

questions, 
give referrals 

and take 
care of basic 
necessities 

such as 
fixing 

cuts and 
bruises from 

accidents 
that happen 
on school 
premises.”  

Damaris Valdez 

future, the program will be 
expanded to include all area 
high schools.   

Pluhta said the college 
has received about 55 applica-
tions this year out of an entire 
graduating class of fewer than 
100.  “This is especially sig-
nificant given that in the past, 
only about 10 students from 
Cleveland High School had 
attended South each year.” 

The 13th Year Promise 
Scholarship awards celebra-
tion took place May 14 in  
the Alhadeff Grill. Attendees 
included scholarship recipients 
and their families, Cleveland 
High School representatives, 
members of SSCC Foundation 
and campus community. 

Unfortunately, of the 55 
applications, only 38 received 
the scholarships, said SSCC 
director of Student Outreach 

By 
Nhien 
Huynh By Kristoffer Holthe

By Rick Morris

At the end of spring quar-
ter, it’s goodbye to the soft-
ware engineering program. 

Administration officials 
cite a drop in demand coupled 
with the country’s economic 
conditions as the reasons be-
hind the move.

It’s not exactly goodbye, 
though; sort of an extended 
farewell. The program has 
been placed on what’s called 
inactive status, meaning it 
will be temporarily closed for 
about two years until a final 
decision is made as to whether 
the course will be completely 
removed.

“It gives the school a 

Software engineering program on its way out

chance . . .  for quick restart if 
necessary before permanently 
terminating it,” said Malcolm 
Grothe, the executive dean of 
technical education.

The program’s enrollment 
of students has dropped to 
eight students.  The school 
staff will continue work-
ing with current students to 
ensure they complete their 
program of study.

The software engineering 
instructor is teaching part-
time on campus through the 
end of spring quarter.

 “I cannot put into words 
how much of a loss it truly 
is that he is leaving,” Grothe 
said.

South is in the process 

of exploring new programs 
recommended by an industry 
panel charged with finding a 
replacement program. Pro-
grams being reviewed are 
Global Project Management 
in IT, Software Testing Spe-
cialist and Security Specialist 
in IT.

While these programs are 
not intended to train students 
in software engineering 
specifically, they do touch on 
related areas. The programs 
were recommended by the 
Program Viability Commit-
tee and are still only being 
considered as possibilities.

“There should be a 
number of different job pos-
sibilities [available through] 

these program,” Grothe said. 
“We’re not sure yet because 
we’re still doing research, but 
it’s looking good,” he added.

The replacement pro-
grams will most likely be 
taught by members of the 
current faculty, rather than 
the college going through an 
extensive hiring process. If 
there are not qualified indi-
viduals already on staff, most 
likely someone will be rec-
ommended by current faculty.

It is still unknown how 
much of classroom time 
will be required of the new 
programs or whether or not 
any of them will lead to ap-
plied science or bachelor’s 
degrees.

Inactive status will be in effect for two years

“It’s a 
wonderful 

program that 
helps me to 
continue my 

study.” 
Halimo Elmi

PROMISE, continued on Page 3

Write for The Sentinel 
sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu



By Erica McAdams

Clanging metal, scorching 
blue flames and flying sparks. 
Every week, these sights and 
sounds consume Jamie Thom-
as. It’s welding.

“I’m probably one of the 
only girls who asks for heavy 
machinery as a gift,” she said . 
“Last year it was a tablesaw.”

Thomas, a student at South 
Seattle Community College 
(SSCC), has been welding 
art for about five years. She 
started out in New York mak-
ing jewelry as a hobby.

While shaping metals in 
jewelry classes, she began to 
dream of bigger projects, ones 
that required more heavy-duty 
equipment.

She came to realize that 
soldering jewelry metals is 
similar to welding. In each 
process, a torch heats metal 
and binds pieces together. So, 
Thomas searched online for 
welding and found a class of-
fered at SSCC. 

At that time, she lived 
nearby. But, things have 
changed. She and her husband 
have since moved north. These 
days, she plans her trips care-
fully to conserve gasoline. 

Now, Thomas welds on 

campus only two or three 
times per week. “It’s all I can 
afford,” she said. Unfortu-
nately, taking the bus is not 

an option when bringing large 
pieces of sheet metal and wire 
to and from school.

Yet, she looks on the 
bright side, “Eventually, I’ll 

buy my own welder. I’ll…
sign up for a full quarter [of 
welding] and just go when 
I need to” to use the larger 

more expensive equipment.
The primary goal of the 

SSCC welding program is to 
help students get jobs in the 
welding or fabrication indus-
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ON CAMPUS

Sparking creativity tries. However, students may 
focus on any specialty they 
wish. 

The college offers several 
welding courses each quarter. 
Welding instructor, Rodger 
Squirrell, has been teaching 
for 30 years. Like Thomas, 
Squirrell makes art using 
welding techniques. Photos of 

his metal sculpture are posted 
online at metalsquirrell.com.  

At SSCC, students pay 
lab fees for use of machinery, 
tools and the metal they use to 

USA looking into on-campus medical care Welding program fosters diverse needs   
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I can do it on my own.

With that degree, 
it’s gonna give me more

opportunity so I ca
n make more money. 

how to deal with people, codes of

the hiring process, paper
work....

is something that you worked for .

I feel more accomplished.
I feel better as a person now.

A job is just a job. A career

conduct, loyalty, ethics,

I’m already working with human resources-

I won’t need anyone’s help.

Michelle Oquendo ‘08
Technical Management

Since 1975, 227,605 undergraduate students 
system-wide graduated from DeVry and 90% of those in 
the active job market were employed in career-related 
positions within 6 months of graduation.

If you have some college, you can complete your 
bachelor’s degree in DeVry University ’s accelerated 
courses. Classes start soon, so discover the education that 
is helping Michelle build a future she can be proud of.

Log on to DeVryCompletion.com/SSCC

DeVry University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central 
Association, www.ncahlc.org. 

Program availability varies by location. 

© 2008 DeVry University.  All rights reserved.  

3600 S. 344th Way
Federal Way, WA 
98001

Admission and Recruitment 
Rosie Rimando.

Scholarship recipient 
Halimo Elmi is planning to 
study either International 
Relationships or Society. “It’s 
a wonderful program that helps 
me to continue my study,” she 
said. 

Joana Bausita is look-
ing forward to the advan-
tages South offers her. “The 
location is very convenient 
for me because it’s near my 
house. I haven’t decided what 
I’m going to study yet.” 

Hean Sang Chhay, who 
graduated from Cleveland 
High School last year, is 
studying Nursing at Seattle 
Central Community College.

“It’s a really great pro-
gram to help students with 
financial aid. I came here this 
evening [to the ceremony] 
to meet the first class of the 
13th Year Promise Scholar-
ship recipients and hear more 
about this exciting new initia-
tive.” 

Vice President for Stu-
dent Services Mark Mitsui 
spoke highly of the scholar-
ship. “It’s a great program to 
help students achieve aca-

practice on and for the weld-
ing compound itself.

Students learn welding 
by first making shapes, like 
cubes, and repeating that 
process many times in order 
to perfect their skills.

Welding can be danger-
ous, but with the right precau-
tions, injuries can be mini-
mized or avoided. 

Thomas has been burned a 
few times by sparks or fall-
ing tools, which are common 
hazards when working with 
hot metal. She said that she is 
always thinking about safety.

“I make sure my mind is 
focused on the task. Basically, 
it’s just being smart and tak-
ing your time. Being patient 
and not taking your fingers for 
granted.”

 Signs in the building state 
that everyone must wear eye 
protection in the work areas.

Students also wear hel-
mets with visors that have 
specially tinted lenses to pro-
tect their eyes from the bright 
torch flames. Thomas custom-
ized her helmet with “horns” 
made of rivets.

It is also important to wear 
long sleeves, heavy, natu-
ral fabrics, sturdy shoes and 
gloves. 

“Safety is the number one 
thing in these classes,” said 
Ali Collins, another welding 
student studying for a job in 

Jamie Thomas proudly displays her penguin topiary she will donate to the Point Defiance Zoo 
auction. Photo by Wylie Steuart

demic success,” he said.  
Pluhta said the challenge 

now is to continue the pro-
gram. 

“Finding a long-term, 
sustainable funding source for 
this project is a challenge, but 
we think that our community 

of friends and donors will be 
excited about this project and 
will support it.” 

Contributions can be 
made in a one-time gift or 
through recurring gifts. Those 
who wish to do so can donate 
online.

PROMISE, continued from Page 2

WELDING, continued on Page 8
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CAMPUS TALK

Guest Column / Norma Luo and Tianhao Wu

Wipe their tears away with our love

QUAKE, continued on page 9 

The May 12 Wenchuan 
earthquake measured 7.9 
magnitude according to U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS). 
It hit Sichuan, China, at 
14:28:01 Central Standard 
Time (CST). 

The more than 100 major 
aftershocks, ranging in mag-
nitude from 4.4 to 6.0, made 
it hard to rescue people. 

According to Chinese 
state officials, the earthquake 
caused 51,151 deaths. Nearly 
300,000 people are injured 

The
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basis and reserves the right to 
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(and that figure is growing) 
and 29,328 are missing. 

During the earthquake, 
a lot of schools collapsed 
and many students were 
buried underneath. Chil-
dren lost their parents, 
their houses and their 
schools. 

They’re so desperate. 
We’re sad and even fear to 
see their desperate faces. 
They need help! And we 
want to help!

Thanks to all the de-

partments that have helped 
with the South Seattle 
Community College (SSCC) 
fundraising. Student gov-
ernment worked with the 
SSCC Chinese Club which 
supported a donation booth 
in the Clock Tower Plaza, 
near the library, May 22, 23 
and 28.

On May 22, the first day 
of the donation, many South 
students and staff showed 
up and donated money -- 
$1,800! By May 28, SSCC 

had collected $2,633.50.
 Many students came to 

volunteer. Not only Chinese 
international students, but 
also many students from other 
ethnicities were willing to 
donate and help out. 

Though some people 
didn’t have cash with them, 
they expressed their sorrow 
for Chinese people who are 
suffering from the disaster. 

We really want to say 

They Said It! Should we have a nurse on campus? 
Why or why not?

Compiled and photographed by Wylie Steuart

Griffin 
Strecker
A.A. trAnsfer 

lAndsCApe ArChiteCture
“People are getting hurt 

all the time --  who knows 
where the closest hospital 

is? A nurse could give 
massages and, you know, 
nurse stuff. All students 
should have access to 
medical care readily at 

hand.”

Steffany Neuschefer
A.A. trAnsfer lAndsCApe desiGner 

“I think it would really help, actually. It would certainly 
make it more convenient. It’s a lot more health-

conscious, and it would be a nice protection for the 
students.”

Photo by Kristoffer Holthe

Marian Ibrahim
A.A. trAnsfer 

“We have a lot of running 
start students and 

sometimes they don’t 
feel good, so I think it’s a 
good idea to have a nurse 
(because they’re used to 
having it in high school 

and middle school). If you 
get hurt, you can go to 

the nurse’s office and get 
treatment.”

Sabine 
Johnson-

Reiser
A.A. trAnsfer AsiAn 

studies
“If it’s covered by the 
college tuition. We’re 

already paying for classes 
and materials; it should 

be covered by the college. 
However, if you need 
additional services, a 
$5 dollar flat-rate fee 
would be acceptable. 

Another plus would be 
giving nursing students a 
chance to gain practical 

experience through 
watching and helping the 

nurse.”

Quang 
Nguyen

A.A. trAnsfer
Computer sCienCe 

“I think the school should 
have a nurse because 

people get sick.”

stAff Column / Kristoffer Holthe

The flattening of the 
once round and vast globe 
has brought us closer to each 
other. The world is now 
in our backyard. Out our 
windows we see different cul-
tures and customs colliding. 

More than 100 students 
and teachers bore witness to 
this reality through the char-
ismatic and straightforward 
speaker and human-rights 
fighter Haunani-Kay Trask. 

She presented her view on 
the struggles native Hawai-
ians face under what she 
calls the “American occu-
pation” of Hawaii.

Trask is a professional 
public speaker, indigenous 
leader, author and human-
rights organizer in her na-
tive Hawaii. She has been 
traveling the world for the 
past 20 years promoting her 
cause and her people. 

On this April 20, she 
approaches the lectern. The 
crowd shouts and applauds 
frantically. “Aloha,” she 
says greeting them, then 
launches into an intense 
speech attacking the core 
issues her people are facing: 
militarism, imperialism, oc-
cupation and tourism. 

“Most of all I hate the 
tourists,” she says. 

Hawaii is being 

swamped by rich immigrants 
and tourists buying out the 
land, she asserts, destroying 
the agricultural foundation for 
self-preservation and making 
the state more dependent on 
tourism as it squeezes out the 
natives, leaving many people 
homeless and unable to sup-
port themselves. 

Trask wants to take back 
the main rights for her people: 

This land is my land not yours

LAND, continued on page 9 
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October 30, 2007

February 19, 2008

March 28, 2008

April 30, 2008

I got the idea to take a 
time-lapse panorama of the 
Chinese Garden on the first 
day of student life employee 
training. 

While walking through the 
arboretum, the advisor told me, 
“it would be great to document 
the construction of the garden 
to show how it will evolve. It 

will take a lot of diligence,” 
and it did. Halfway through 
winter had to be one of the 
toughest times for taking a 
shot.

I had to wear one glove at 
a time to push the buttons on 
my camera; it was cold enough 
to snow. On the last day of 
winter, it did snow. In fact, one 

of my pictures in this photo-
essay is taken on that Friday.

The main construc-
tion didn’t start until early 
January.  As can see, they’re 
almost done with  it, but there 
is still more building to be 
done, I may have a part two 
to the construction, stay tuned 
in the next issue of Sentinel.

Photo Courtesy of The Seattle Chinese Garden

The Song Mei (Chinese garden) Pavilion before the renovation. Below you can 
see the Pagoda (pictured above) behind green bushes (first picture) along with 
newly planted bambo on the last photo at the bottom of the page.

May 28, 2008

The Chinese Garden: In the making
Photos and story  by Wylie Steuart

June 1, 2008 The Sentinel                         Page 5
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CAMPUS EVENT 

R a i n b o w

(Top) First year students 
made necklaces at Rainbow 
Fest, May 14. (Counter 
clockwise from  middle-left: 
Phuong Thi Tran, Tu Thi 
Doan, Hien Tron Nguyen and 
Truong Xuan Nguyen.)
Photo by Hung Kieu

(Left) May 21, Ada Long and 
Darick Ty in Cambodian Fashion 
Show at Rainbow Fest, May 14. 
Long is majoring in business 
and Ty is majoring in aviation.
Photo by Hung Kieu

May 7, Thu Hoang (right) gets a henna tattoo done by Krysteen 
Lomanaco as part of Lomanaco’s Mehndi Madness, Henna for 
the masses. Mehndi is the Indian word for henna, a natural plant 
product that stains the skin a reddish brown color. When applied 
properly hennas gives the skin a natural and temporary tattoo 
that gradually fades away as the skin regenerates. Information: 
www.mehndimadness.com. Photo by Wylie Steuart

May 7, South Students toss 
up a badminton birdie during 
the first week of Rainbow Fest.  
From left: Sam, Darick Ty, 
Richard Washington and Paul 
(vice president of the paintball 
club.) Photo by Wylie Steuart

(Right) Tianhao Wu on the cello and 
George Gao on the electric guitar at 
the Talent Show, May 28.
Photos by Wylie Steuart

Magical Electric 
Violinist, 
Geoffrey Castle 
was the featured 
performer May 
21.

May 21 (above) 
Gabriel Teodros, 
Hip Hop 
Performance.
(Left) A one-
woman show, 
Faces of 
America.

May 28 (left) Teacher Sofia performs 
a belly dance as her talent. Sofia is 
from the West Seattle Senior Center 
and her first lessons will begin June 
2, Mondays at 6 p.m. (Top) Students 
dancing for the talent show.

Cultural clothing, henna and jewelry
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F e s t

The Reptile Man, aka Scott Peterson, was a big hit week 
three of Rainbow Fest, May 21. He drew a crowd with his 
giant turtle, an alligator and lots of snakes, including Betty 
the Boa (hanging with Angelina Nelson-Jeffrey at right).

Fallin’ for 
       the rodeo

Reptiles, a real crowd pleaser

CAMPUS EVENT

Xun Li, encouraged by his audience, Nhien Huynh (left) and Nancy 
Liu,  braved the mechanical bull. It, too, was a hit at the 18th annual 
Rainbow Fest.

Photos by Betsy Berger
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By Kristoffer Holthe

Three days a week, the 
walls of self-consciousness 
and comfort are broken down 
in an exploration of the art of 
theater.

“I can be myself, happy 
and worry-free for a good 

one-and-a-half hours,” said 
Hong Gu, one of the promising 
actors to spire out of Katherine 
Pellman’s theater class. 

“This acting class lets 
the students get in touch with 
themselves and break down 
the barriers of self-criticism 
through establishing an envi-
ronment with common admira-
tion and respect, empowering 
them and building their self-es-
teem,” said Pellman, who has a 
background in theater, working 
on the stages of Broadway.

The creative scene at 
South Seattle Community 
College is a small and some-
what hidden one. Only a few 
students, it seems, are even 
aware that the school has such 
a class. 

Another one of the actors, 
Conor Hogan, who has a de-
cade of theater experience, said 
each student 
is encouraged 
“to be free to 
feel, think, do, 
say, act, sing 
and dance. 
Collectively,” 
he added. “we 
create an envi-
ronment absent 
of judgment, 
criticism, 
stereotypes 
and negativity. 
This class has 
a strong com-
munion I’ve felt in no other 
class in my lifetime.”

Ahmed Abdinzak said he 
hesitated at first, but is now 
confident that he made the 
right choice. 

 Here to There showcases a combination of past and present, a mixture of current 
emotions with the ever-present history and culture of the individual artists. The works of Yadesa 
Bojia, Yegizaw Michael and Ezra Wube portray the way they have been influenced by their own 
tradition and the modern world.
 The art shows traditional images while portraying modern issues within the images. 
For example, in “The Invisibles,” Yadesa Bojia portrays a transformation from one way of life to 
another. Some of the pieces even depict outside cultures that have been infused into their own.  
       -- Eryn Hicker, Neda Karimi and Daren Tran

Here to There is on exhibit through June 13. The Art Gallery is open Monday through Friday. 
Hours for viewing vary between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Information: http://studentlife.southseattle.
edu/art.html.

Drama delivers

“Through the acting class, 
I have improved my commu-
nication skills, public speaking 
skills, my ability to work with 
others and I have become more 
confident. Acting incorporates 
so many of the important so-
cial skills of life,” he said.

Pellman’s band of actors 

will present a performance at 
the end of the spring quarter.

 Carly Hutchinson, who is 
currently playing the arrogant 
lifeguard in the play, said the 
class sharpened her imagina-
tion and her focus. 

“It has helped me grow,” 
she said, “not only as an 
actress, but also in everything 
else. It has made me stronger.”

Pellman said acting can 
return to the adult the ability 
to play and to go beyond the 
literal; to act upon creative 
impulses. “Acting also trains 
your communicative and inter-
pretive skills, your spontane-
ity, focus and determination. 
All skills needed out there in 
the real world. All in all, it’s 
about making connections with 
yourself and the people around 
you.”

In the past, there was 
established 
an arts and 
leisure com-
mittee that 
worked con-
tinuously 
on promot-
ing campus 
creativ-
ity. “This 
committee 
must be re-
established.” 
Pellman 
said.  

With 
a stage and the facilities to 
support an extension of the 
drama program, it seems more 
could be done to push the cre-
ative environment on school 
grounds.

Drama students feeling free to move, say, think creatively, to 
increase their focus and determination. Photo by Kristoffer Holthe

Students to showcase their efforts

This class 
has a strong 

communion I’ve 
felt in no other 

class in my 
lifetime.”

Conor Hogan

rally. Her other obsession is 
making clothing for her fash-
ion line,Salvationware. And 
just as with making clothing, 
in welding, there are patterns 
to make and follow.

In welding classes, stu-
dents make and use patterns 
so that they save metal by cut-
ting out the right-sized pieces. 

Thomas has used her 
welding skills to make her 
own furniture – a coffee table 
out of steel, saw blades and 
motorcycle sprockets – and 
even bags, and accessories 
such as belt buckles for her 
fashion line. 

Currently, Thomas is 

finishing a set of mom-and-
baby wire penguin topiaries to 
donate to the Point Defiance 
Zoo auction. Metal spikes in 
the bottom of the penguins’ 
feet stick into the ground 
and plants grow through and 
around them.

The donation will ben-
efit the animals, another of 
Thomas’ loves, at Zoobilee, 
the zoo’s annual fundraising 
event July 18.

She said, “ultimately,” she 
hopes that, “the people that 
didn’t win the auction will ask 
about [her topiaries] and I’ll 
end up making more.” And 
that will spark business.

CAMPUS ARTS

metal fabrication.
Thomas had wanted to 

work in the welding field.        
Ironically, because of a 
welding-related wrist injury, 
she welds less often than she 
would like – three to four 
hours a day at most. 

One day, after holding a 
30-pound grinder for too long 
while smoothing down welds, 
her wrist went numb. Now 
she goes to physical therapy 
weekly and ices her wrist so 
she can keep working.

Still, she enjoys welding. 
And for her, it comes natu-

Art Gallery presents Here to There

“The Invisibles” by Yadesa Bojia

WELDING, continued from Page 3

Jamie Thomas, in her customized helmet, prepares metal to attach to her artwork.  Photo by Wylie 
Steuart
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thank you to all people 
who donated money and 
showed their love. I (Norma 
Luo), as a Chinese interna-
tional student, on behalf of 
my country, thank you all 
wholeheartedly for the sup-
port! 

As human beings, we’re 
so insignificant compared 
to nature; we all need love 
and support when disasters 
come. I believe that when 

we send the donation on to the 
Chinese Red Cross, they will 
feel SSCC’s love and generos-
ity. 

If you can go to Sichuan 
Province in China someday, 
and see those children who 
can finally go to school again 
because of your donation, I 
believe you will feel so glad 
you helped them. 

Once again, thank you 
all for donating and helping. 
We really appreciated that. 
You’ve shown your respect 

CAMPUS ACTION 

QUAKE, continued from page 4

Spearheading the 
collection campaign 
are (l-r) Ben Wong, 
Kaili Ren, Zhiwei Xu, 
Annie Wong, Wang 
Zhe and Norma Luo. 

to life and let us experience 
the beautiful part of human-
ity.  

For those who want 
to deliver your love to 
people who are suffering 
pain, please visit the Chi-
nese Red Cross website at 
http://202.108.59.10/english/
index.htm. 

Let’s wipe their tears 
with our love.

Norma Luo and Tian-
hou  Wu are members of the 
United Student Association.

their own language, land and 
representation. 

As she stands there, clearly 
showing her nationalistic be-
liefs on the sovereignty of her 
culture and her people -- “ev-
erybody who’s not Hawaiian 
should get the hell out of here” 
-- my mind starts to wander. 

As this woman seemingly 
advocates for human rights, 
can she get away with saying 
that Americans, even if they’re 
third or second generation, 
should leave? That the coun-
try doesn’t belong to them as 
much as the natives? 

That “the white Europeans 
should go back home”? 

Why would a speaker 
advocating unionizing use 
racist terms? Is this fight for 
the native Hawaiian only? 
Why doesn’t she gather people 
experiencing the same oppres-
sion, no matter where they 
are from, what color they are, 
what language they speak? 

Her strong nationalism 
provoked me, but intrigued 
me as well.  Saying, I have a 
right to be here, you can just 
go back to where you belong,” 
even if your parents put you 
here? Where is the line be-
tween racism and cultural pres-
ervation?

After the speech, I asked 
her how she felt about the 
situations that occurred in 
Germany after World War II, 

how she felt about those Ger-
mans claiming their right for 
the land and forcing the Jews 
away. She said the cases were 
different, and that we have to 
see the Hawaiian situation as 
an isolated situation. 

When I asked her about 
her thoughts on the Palestine\
Israel conflict, she said she 
sides with the  Palestinians. 
As I see it, the Israelites claim 
Israel as their native country, 
just as the Hawaiian claims the 
land as theirs.

As I look out onto my 
backyard -- the shape of our 
new world -- I see conflict, I 
see struggle and I see oppres-
sion. I see people whose cul-
ture is being violated, whose 
language is being forgotten. 
But, I also see cultures made 
richer by other cultures, people 
who learn new things through 
tolerance, people who are glad 
they were willing to let their 
culture draw new lines. 

The times are changing, 
whether you like it or not. You 
are not a citizen of your coun-
try anymore. You are a citizen 
of the world.  The only way to 
fight oppression is to not draw 
lines of color and origin, to 
unite. Let us unite across the 
borders of race and ethnicity.

The foot of oppression 
steps on everybody, no matter 
where you’re from, or what 
color your skin. If we don’t 
stand firm together, it will 
crush us all.

Members of the United Student Association for South Seattle Community College, elected May 
7, 8 and 9, with 110 ballots cast, for the 2008-09 academic year are left to right: (back row) Zhiwei 
(David) Xu (Academic Success chair), Mark Karugarama (senator, academic transfer),William Khazaal 
(president), Matthew Karugarama (senator, academic transfer), (front row) Kerilynne Lawrence 
(Student Issues and Concerns chair), Aida Mambetkarimova (vice president, Finance), Carol Han 
(senator, vocational), Nhien Huynh (Community Service chair), Huong Nguyen (Marketing chair) and 
Yili Chen (Legislative Awareness chair). Not pictured are the vocational senators, Soo Choi and Huy 
Tran. Photo by Betsy Berger 

Student gov’t in place for 2008-09LAND, continued from page 4

Photo by Betsy Berger  

from her book, “The Thirty-
Ninth Victim – a Memoir,” dur-
ing an afternoon of reading and 
wine tasting. The event will take 
place in the Cascade Courtyard 
and Wine Tasting Room 4-6 
p.m. June 6. The reading will 
take place at 4:30 p.m.

Williams, a full-time in-
structor in the college’s Basic 
& Transitional Studies depart-
ment, wrote the memoir that 
recounts her family’s journey 
before and after the murder of 
her younger sister, who was 
a victim of the Green River 
killer. 

South Seattle Community 
College’s Northwest Wine 

Academy will be previewing 
its recently-bottled 2006 Mer-
lot and Cabernet Sauvignon, 
which will be released in the 
fall.  Additional vintages will 
be available for sampling and 
purchase. 

South Seattle Community 
College’s Northwest Wine 
Academy offers three certifi-
cate programs – Wine Making, 
Wine Marketing & Sales and 
Food & Wine Pairing.

Parking is available in the 
north parking lot, 6000 16th 
Ave. S.W., Seattle.

For more information call 
(206) 768-6634 or (206) 764-
7942, www.southseattle.edu.

Arleen Williams to read from her memoir Friday
The South Seattle Com-

munity College Bookstore and 
the Northwest Wine Academy 
present an afternoon of reading 
and wine tasting, featuring a 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege instructor.

Arleen Williams will read 

Check out the

Women’s  
Center Library

We have a variety of 
books covering topics 

such as women’s health 
and wellness, parenting, 

domestic violence, 
women’s and cultural 

studies, as well as 
student resources and 

fiction.

JMB 148
(206) 768-6801

Garden Center Plant Sale

FANTASTIC 
SELECTION!

Thursday, June 5
&

Saturday, June 7

11 to 4

Vines
Shrubs

Perennials
Ground Covers

6000 16th Ave. S.W.

Park for free in the Nursery 
Parking Lot.
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On-campus

Someone stole a student’s 
tools from the automotive 
shop. According to the stu-
dent, his toolbox had been on 
campus for about a month with 
$2,500 worth of tools in it. 
When he next saw his toolbox 
on May 27, it was sans the 
tools and the locks.

On May 23, someone broke 
into a vehicle parked in the RSB 
visitors lot and stole a violin, an 
iPod and Metro bus vouchers. 
The owner parked her car at 
approximately 12:30 p.m. and 
discovered the theft at 2:30 p.m. 
when she returned to it.

A student left her back-
pack unattended in either the 
MAST lab or the cafeteria for 
approximately 15 minutes May 
19, and it was stolen. The thief 
took her laptop, a personal 
check and a credit card.

While he was working in 
the aviation hangar May 14, 
a student’s multimeter was 
stolen from his locker. The stu-
dent left his locker unlocked, 
as is his daily habit, and some-
time between 8 and 9:15 a.m. 
the deed was done.

Two culinary arts students 
were involved in a verbal con-
frontation in the cafeteria May 
6. They were instructed to meet 
with the vice president of stu-
dent services the following day.

While he was driving on 
campus in his vehicle at 10 
a.m. May 5, an instructor’s 
vehicle was struck by a rock 
propelled from a campus lawn-
mower. The instructor was 
given instructions on how to 
file a claim for damages.

Three young people were 
asked to leave the library 
because they were making 
what was termed “deliberate” 
noise in the computer lab area. 
Refusing to do so, security was 
called. The three ultimately 
departed the library.

A student’s computer use 
is being reviewed after he was 
observed allegedly looking 
at pornography on a library 
computer. When contacted by 

security, the student initially 
denied the allegation. After 
being informed that the col-
lege could track his viewing 
history, he admitted looking at 
pornography. The student was 
informed his computer activity 
would be reviewed and that the 
appropriate authorities would 
be contacting him. He was 
released from the scene.

Off-campus

Someone stole $5,000 
worth of copper from a stor-
age yard on Benton Place 
Southwest sometime between 
midnight and 6 a.m. May 15. 
The burglar cut a padlock to 
enter the property and take the 
200 feet of power cable.

On May 19, someone broke 
the window of a West Seattle 
elementary school. The custodi-
an told police when she walked 
by the window at 7:50 p.m. she 
saw it broken and the brick that 
did it. The resultant opening 
was too small for anyone to get 
into the building. Police took 
photos to serve as evidence. 

While investigating a 
disturbance in the 900 block 
of Delridge Way Southwest 
at 9:31 p.m. May 23, a police 
officer found marijuana on one 
of the suspects. The marijuana, 
weighing in at fewer than 40 
grams was placed into evidence. 
The man was questioned at the 
police station and released.

A man, somewhere be-
tween 40 and 50 years old, stole 
a teen’s skateboard at 6:17 p.m. 
May 23. The boy and his friend 
were hanging out in parking lot 
in the 4700 block of California 
Avenue Southwest, and the 
skateboard was set against the 
wall of a building. The driver 
of a black Honda came upon 
the skateboard, opened the door 
and scooped up the skateboard. 
The boy ran after the vehicle, 
even grabbing onto the rear 
wind deflector in an attempt 
to reach inside the vehicle to 
retrieve his skateboard, To no 
avail. The driver accelerated 
northbound on 44th Avenue 
Southwest, turning east on 
Southwest Alaska Street and 
out of sight. 

On May 21, police inves-
tigated a harassment incident 
with regard to a business on 
Harborview Avenue South-
west. Apparently, the harasser 
and the targets of the harass-
ment were involved in a busi-
ness deal, and the targets now 
owe the harasser money. The 
targets, however, are unable to 
pay, and the harasser threat-
ened to burn down the build-

ing. Police advised the targets 
to consider seeking a court 
order against the harasser.

On May 26 at 2:30 a.m. 
police responded to a distur-
bance in which youths were 
reportedly fighting. The person 
who called in the report also 
said the youths were handling 
a gun that they had removed 
from a red Honda parked in the 
driveway. Officers searched 
the vehicle and recovered the 
handgun though no one at the 
scene claimed ownership. One 
of the youths told police his 
mother owned the vehicle. All 
suspects were questioned at the 
scene and released.

A group of boys was 
causing a disturbance outside 
a bookstore in the 2600 block 
of Southwest Barton Street at 
7:55 p.m. May 24 so the secu-
rity guard called police. Re-
sponding officers told the boys 
they had to leave the property, 
which they commenced to do. 
While they were leaving two 
of the boys began a wrestling 
match that led to them bounc-
ing off the hood of a parked 
car. The two were then taken 
to the police station. The boys 
were released to the custody of 
one of the boy’s mothers. The 
vehicle sustained no damage.

On April 12, staff and students, including (l-r) Wei Jian Zhang 
(Terry), Wang Zhe and Chen Ze Biao (Edwin), of SSCC’s 
International Programs set sail aboard The Adventuress.  The 
three-hour tour departed Elliott Bay Marina and wound its way 
through the Puget Sound. Sound Experience, a local non-
profit sailing company, led the boat tour, teaching the students 
about maritime history, sailing and knot tying. Students sang 
sea shanties and touched marine creatures in an on-board 
aquarium.  Photo courtesy of International Programs

The Police Beat
AROUND  CAMPUS

A lovely afternoon   

Right to left:  
Annemarie 
Williams, Lily 
Vang, Sandra 
Ruelas, Jon 
Nachman, Misty 
Dawn, Jemuel A., 
Fardowsa Ali, and 
Jesus Pelayo

On May 17, Jon Nach-
man, an ABE/GED instructor 
at South, some of his students 
and a Student Support Service 
tutor attended the play, “The 
Diary of Anne Frank” at the 
Intiman Theatre to help rein-
force the classroom reading of 
Anne Frank’s diary.  

“It made the book come 
alive – I got the humor and 
romance,” said Lily Vang. 
“It’s like reading the book and 
watching it at the same time.”

The course curriculum this 
quarter has focused on the Ho-
locaust with weekly newspaper 
readings that explore past and 
present atrocities through the 
oral histories of genocide sur-

vivors who live in this area.
Sandra Ruelas said the 

play supported to the book’s 
words. ““I now understand 
more about the suffering they 
went through.”

ABE instructor, Jon Nach-
man, said, “ I truly appreciated 
the fact that despite her fatal-
istic odds, Anne Frank, played 
by a vivacious Lucy DeVito, 
was determined and coura-
geous enough to live life to its 
fullest and share her love of 
life and the written word with 
us as a blessing.”

Student Support Service 
tutor, Annemarie Williams, 
said, “ ‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank’ is amazing because 

it is the diary of young girl, 
who could be anyone living 
under extraordinary circum-
stances with her family hiding 
in an attic during the Holo-
caust in World War II.  Anne 
Frank’s belief that ‘in spite 
of everything, that people are 
truly good at heart,’ is such 
a wonderful testament to the 
resiliency of hope, kindness 
and the spirit of life.”

The ABE class is a non-
credit class designed for adults 
proficient in English who want 
to learn how to read, write 
and communicate effectively 
in order to transition into the 
GED  and/or COMPASS Prep 
classes.  

Learning opportunity through live theater

The answers to the 
crossword puzzle on page 11.
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Help Wanted

Lost/Found

c l a s s i f i e d   a d s 
ADVERTISING RATE: 10 WORDS, $10; 15 CENTS FOR EACH ADDITIONAL WORD. STUDENT ADS ARE FREE!
E-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or drop it off in the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Help Wanted Help Wanted

The answers are sideways on Page 10.

Help Wanted Help Wanted Education Education

Editor-in-Chief

The Sentinel

Start date: Fall Quarter 2008

Responsibilities: Plan newspaper 
operations, oversees work of other 
newspaper staff, ensures accuracy 
of newspaper content, assigns 
news stories, conducts staff meet-
ings

Requirements: Currently enrolled 
student at South, in good academic 
standing, prior journalism experi-
ence, knowledge of MS Office 
software.

Information: Betsy Berger, The          
Sentinel newspaper advisor, bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu, (206) 768-6477

Lost 

& 

Found

JMB 

135

Puzzle created by Erica McAdamsApply at The Sentinel, JMB 119

SUMMER JOBS
for a

DEMOCRATIC VICTORY

$4,800 - $8,000 over the 
summer

2008 is the year.
Work for Grassroots 

Campaigns
on behalf of the Democratic 

National Committee.
Call Dante at  

(206) 329-4416 
Capitol Hill

REPORTER. The Sentinel. 
5 hours per week, flexible. 
$8.79 per hour. Start fall 

quarter 2008. Journalism 
experience and excellent 
communication skills 
required. Must be enrolled 
in at least 5 credits. Send 
resume and writing sample 
to bberger@sccd.ctc.edu. 
Information: (206) 764-
7936.

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT. 
The Sentinel. 3 hours 
per week, flexible. 
$8.53 per hour. Start fall 
quarter 2008. Journalism 
experience required; 
familiarity with AP Style 
preferred. Edit copy, 
write stories from press 
releases, make the 
crossword puzzle.  Must 
be enrolled in at least 
5 credits. Send resume 
and writing sample to 
bberger@sccd.ctc.edu.  
Information: (206) 764-
7936.
 
PHOTOGRAPHER. The 
Sentinel. 5 hours per 
week, flexible. $8.74 per 
hour. Start fall quarter 
2008. Familiarity with 
photojournalism preferred. 
Must be enrolled in at least 
5 credits. Send resume and 
photo samples to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu. Information: 
(206) 764-7936.

COLUMNIST. The Sentinel. 
$10 per column. Must 
be enrolled in at least 
5 credits. Journalism 
experience and familiarity 
with AP Style preferred. 
Send inquiries to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu. Information: 
(206) 764-7936.

MARKETING/
DISTRIBUTION 
MANAGER. The Sentinel. 
3 hours per week, flexible. 
$8.53 per hour. Must be 
able to lift a minimum 
of 5 pounds. Familiarity 
with campus a plus. Must 
be enrolled in at least 
5 credits. Journalism 
experience not required. 
Send inquiries to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu.  Information: 
(206) 764-7936.

BUSINESS/ADVERTISING 
MANAGER. The Sentinel. 
5-10 hours per week, 
flexible. $9.31 per hour. 
Contact advertisers, write 
advertising contracts, 
maintain classified 
ads. Experience with 
Excel and journalism 
profession and practices 
preferred. Professional 
references and excellent 
communication skills 
required. Must be enrolled 
in at least 5 credits. Send 
resume to bberger@sccd.
ctc.edu.  Information: (206) 
764-7936.

CASHIER. The Bookstore, 
16-20 hours per week, 
7:45am-11:45am or 
2:30pm-6:30pm. Minimum 
wage. Must be reliable, on 
campus summer and fall, 
have good communication 
skills. Previous work 
experience preferred.  
Apply in person at the 
Bookstore.

WOMEN’S CENTER. Staff. 
$9 per hour. Coordinate 
events, administrative 
support. Experience 
interacting with people 
of diverse backgrounds 
preferred. Information: 
Cara, (206) 728-6831.

ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER 
COMMISSIONER. Cultural 
Center. 10-15 hours 
per week. $9 per hour. 
Coordinate campus cultural 
events, outreach to student 
body. Information: Priya, 
(206) 764-7950.

PROGRAM ASSISTANT, 
CONTINUING 
EDUCATION. $2,169 
to $2,799 per month, 
fulltime. Promote 
Lifelong Learning 
classes, reconcile cash, 

make flyers, maintain 
mailing lists. High school 
graduation or equivalent 
AND two years of full-
time clerical experience 
OR equivalent 
education/experience 
required. Experience 
with data entry and 
Microsoft Outlook 
preferred. Must be able 
to carry, push, pull and/
or hold up to 5 pounds 
and operate a telephone 
and computer/electronic 
equipment. Closes 
June 4. Apply at www.
southseattle.edu (campus 
information). 

MANAGER, 
COMMUNICATION 
& MARKETING. 
$56,000 per year, 

fulltime, exempt. 
Manage production of 
class schedules and 
program brochures, 
publish campus 
newsletter. Bachelor’s 
in communication, 
journalism or similar 
field; 5 years experience 
in communications/
marketing required. 
7-10 years 
experience working 
in higher education 
communications/
marketing preferred. 
Closes June 24.Apply 
at www.southseattle.edu 
(campus information).

STUDENT LIFE. Student 
leadership positions. 
Information: Cessa Heard-
Johnson, (206) 768-6749.

SALES

LOOK..

Call 1888-804-1634 for an
interview! or forward resume to
2020jobs@2020companies.com

• Career Opportunity :
•Expand sales revenues as well as drive new
market share by growing current accounts and
hunting for new business.
•Present cutting edge cable, internet and
telecommunications products and services to
existing customers.
•Control your income and your future with
uncapped commission potential.
•Average first year earnings of $38,000.

Stop Looking for a Job and Start a
Career Today With

2020 Communications!   

EOE Employment is contingent on Successful
completion of background and Drug test.

THE LAST 
DAY TO 
CLAIM 
LOST 

ITEMS IS 
FRIDAY, 
JUNE 13.
JMB 135

Class is a 
Beach

It’s Volcanoes
           & Glaciers, too

Physical Geology (GEOL 101)

Monday-Thursday  
9:10-11:00 

plus field trips

Instructor: Matthew von der Ahe, 
mvonderahe@sccd.ctc.edu

This summer quarter . . . 

INFORMATION:
Betsy Berger
Sentinel Newspaper Adviser
bberger@sccd.ctc.edu
JMB 119
(206) 768-6477

Journalism
Fall Quarter 

2008



By Brady Hartley

Jenna Lutton teaches 
dance classes at The Commu-
nity School of West Seattle. 
But to call them dance classes 
is a bit of 
an under-
statement. 

She ac-
tually helps 
kids make 
crucial 
neurologi-
cal connec-
tions that 
will change 
their lives 
forever.

“Just 
watching 
them grow 
and be 
interested 
in dancing 
and expressing themselves in a 
positive way has been the big-
gest thing that I’ve seen,” Lut-
ton said of her young pupils.

The Community School 
offers classes for pre-kinder-
garten through second grade 
and approaches education from 
a more organic angle than tra-
ditional schools. Much of the 
structure other schools offer is 
disregarded for a more natural 
and individually focused way 
of teaching. 

Part of what makes this 
school so different from oth-
ers is their Gildenfire Dance 
program  designed by Lut-
ton herself, who has been at 
the school for three years. In 
creating Gildenfire she utilized 
BrainDance research – done 
by Seattle-based founder and 
artistic director of the Creative 
Dance Center, Anne Green 
Gilbert – along with her own 
modern dance theories. 

Lutton has danced all 
her life, starting out in ballet, 
then modern and eventually 
graduating from the University 
of Washington with a bach-
elor’s degree in dance. All of 
Lutton’s classes start with a 
BrainDance warm-up, which 
she picked up from workshops 
at the CDC, taught by Gilbert.  

“The theory behind it is 
that if you miss any of the 
[physical] steps along the 
way, your development kind 
of goes askew. By doing the 
BrainDance you can repair the 
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Through dance, one West Seattle school is changing the way kids learn 

Writers  Workshop
Thursday,  Oct .  9

3-5 p.m.
JMB 119

Information: Betsy Berger
(206) 768-6477 or bberger@sccd.ctc.edu

It’s 
your 
opinion

“I think it  
outweighs a lot 

of traditional 
sports for  
children  

because it has 
so many other  

benefits.”

Jenna Lutton teachers her dance class at the West Seattle 
Community School in West Seattle. Lutton’s creative dance 
activities include elf story time, pretend dance studio and 
underwater sea creatures.

 Photos by Wylie Steuart

AROUND  CAMPUS

neurological pathways,” Lut-
ton explained.

In an article written by 
Gilbert, she explains that much 
of people’s neurological devel-
opment takes place between 

birth and 8 
years old. 
The nervous 
system must 
go through a 
series of de-
velopmental 
stages before 
the brain can 
work at its 
full potential. 
The exer-
cises Gilbert 
created help 
solidify 
those con-
nections by 
mimicking 
movements 

displayed by babies as they 
test their bodies’ abilities. 

“It goes from taking in 
breath, to tactile, to core-distal 
(in to out), to upper-lower, 
right side-left side, cross-
lateral and vestibular (bal-
ance),” Lutton said about the 
BrainDance warm-up. By 
starting off her classes with 
BrainDance, she not only har-
nesses the children’s energy 

into something positive, she is 
teaching them things that they 
will carry throughout their 
lives.

Students move clockwise 
and counter-clockwise. They 
learn to count music when they 
are 4 or 5 years old. Lutton 
said it’s really a life skill and a 
mathematical skill. “I think it 
outweighs a lot of traditional 
sports for children because it 
has so many other benefits.”

About a minute into the 
BrainDance, the kids are 
centered, focused and ready to 
learn.  Lutton stresses that it’s 
important that the parents and 
kids have a clear idea of what 
this is and what it isn’t.  What 
the classes aren’t is students 
being told that this is right and 
this is wrong. 

“For me what it is, is 
teaching them to move and be 
confident and be graceful and 
be thoughtful in their space 
and be spatially aware of other 
people,” Lutton said. 

Lutton, while directing a 
mass of kids, also incorporates 
the school’s organic learning 
philosophy into her classes. “I 
really try to pay close atten-
tion to what engages them and 
what they’re interested in, in 
that moment. I try to check the 
energy level when they come 
in.”

She can tell a lot of what 
the kids need just by watching 
them. “If you’re watching the 
physical cues and how they’re 
interacting with each other you 
can really see into that and use 
that energy in a positive way.”

This has been especially 
apparent recently with an 
influx of boys to the school. 
Lutton said she has had to 
really change the way she 
approaches her classes. It’s 
been a challenge because boys 
learn so much differently than 
girls.  They need so much less 
language and so much more 
movement, she explained.

 What they’ve discovered 
at the school is that just be-
cause boys can be more physi-
cal with their energy doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they 
aren’t paying attention.  “We 
really try to think about the 
way we teach them throughout 
the day, and try to address their 
needs, that they’re not bad, 
but they just learn differently,” 
Lutton said. 

By bringing dance classes 
to school, kids can feel con-
fident about being good at 
something – which then carries 
a positive attitude over to other 
classes that the child might not 
be as confident in – this ulti-
mately fosters growth in other 
parts of that child’s education.

Freelance writer Brady 
Hartley can be reached at 
www.bradyhartley.com.
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