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Founder of the 
Faculty Guest 
Meal Program 
forged a legacy 
while at South. 

Kathie Pham: 

By Brady Hartley

In her bright red coat Kathie Pham isn’t hard to 
miss.

With her jet-black hair, black horn-rimmed 
glasses and ready smile, the red coat only hints at the 
spitfire beneath. Before graduating from South, Pham 
harnessed her energy to forge change, changes that 
are still felt to this day.

Pham grew up in Mukilteo in a household with 
a strong mother. It wasn’t always easy. Her parents 
divorced when she was 5; her mother divorced again 
when she was 16. Because the family planned to 
move to Greenwood, Pham enrolled in the Running 
Start program at North Seattle Community College.  

That plan was short-lived as her mother bought 
a restaurant in West Seattle, and Pham, her two older 
sisters and older adopted brother moved to be near. 
After one quarter of commuting to North, she trans-

ferred to South. The adjustment motivated her to take 
control of her life. 

“It was actually the best thing that ever hap-
pened,” she said of the move to West Seattle.

“I first met her when she came to a United Stu-
dent Association (USA) meeting to ask for funding,” 
said Cessa Heard-Johnson, dean of diversity, reten-
tion and student leadership. Pham wanted to attend a 
conference in winter quarter 2005.  

A teacher of hers at North advised Pham to ask 
for the $150 she needed to cover the costs for a 
conference in Olympia. This request was Pham’s first 
experience with the USA.

“It was really intimidating,” she said. “Just hear-
ing about what they were talking about. What were 
all these words?”  

She figured out the words and ran for student 
government senator the following spring quarter -- 
and was accepted. This eventually led to her heading 

a new department created by Heard-Johnson. 
The Academic Success Chair position was 

developed in summer 2005 to put some clout into 
USA. Pham was given what she termed a “vague” 
description of responsibilities and tasks of the job. 
Ultimately, however, she was left to learn and explore 
as she went along. 

In fall quarter 2005 Pham took an idea from 
Heard-Johnson and turned it into what is now the 
Faculty Guest Meal Program. Students can take their 
teacher or advisor out to lunch at any one of the col-
lege’s dining choices, for free.

Pham dove into this project with the determation 
of a “perfectionist” as Heard-Johnson phrased it. She 
spent about 35 hours a week making sure that every 
aspect of the program ran smoothly. 

“There were many a time when Kathie was in 

Kathie Pham: Time well spent at South
Photo by Wylie Steuart

Continued on Page 6
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BRIEFLY by Brittany Ritchey

The 
Brotherhood 
plays on

The next Brotherhood of 
the Games video game tour-
nament is Feb. 8 in the JMB 
Game Room. The game is 
Smash-Melee, for the Game 
Cube consol. The Brother-
hood of the Games is a 
standing club at South whose 
purpose is to play video 
games, meet other students 
and utilize video games as a 
means of creativity. Informa-
tion: http://brotherhoodof-
games .hqforums.com/.

Health/wellness
A bellydance fitness 

workshop is one of several 
workshops that will be a part 
of the health and wellness 
fair sponsored by the SSCC 
Women’s Center Feb. 21. The 
workshop is 12:15-12:55 p.m.; 
the fair begins at 11:30 a.m. 

Topics include affordable 
dental and medical care, men-
tal health, reproductive health, 
family planning, fitness and 
nutrition and healthy cuisine. 
Open to students, the general 
public and children accompa-
nied by a parent. Information: 
(206) 768-6831 or SSCCWo-
mensCenter@sccd.ctc.edu.

Write on 
campus!

A literary contest will 
take place with categories of 
poetry, fiction, personal essay 
and one-act play. Applications 
in RSB 192. Deadline: March 

20. Information: Mike Hickey, 
(206) 768-6495, mhickey@
sccd.ctc.edu.

Tax prep 
volunteers

Free Tax Prep Campaign 
in King County is looking for 
volunteers to help with income 
tax preparation for low-income 
families through April 15. In-
formation: (206) 461-6973.

CPR training
Free CPR classes are 

available from the Seattle Fire 
Dept.’s Medic II Program. The 
program is a three-hour adult 
CPR class, a one-and-a-half 
hour refresher course and a 
four-hour infant/child CPR 
class, which also focuses on 
injury prevention and safety 
for children. Information/
registration:  (206) 684-7274 
or http://www.seattle.gov/fire/
medics/medicTwo.htm

Student 
conference

Students of Color Confer-
ence, Color Outside the Lines!, 
will be in SeaTac April 24 to 
26. More than 500 students 
from more than 30 community 
and technical colleges around 
Washington state explore 
issues of multiculturalism, 
leadership and education. Cost: 
$110, registration plus hotel 
and transportation (will be 
covered for selected students). 
Information: Jo Anderson, 
director of Diversity & Reten-
tion, janderson@sccd.ctc.edu 
or 768-6455.

South’s newest building, the Judge Warren 
and Nobie Chan Education Center, is a 
4,220-square-foot single-story structure. 
The Education Center is a joint project 
between the Seattle Chinese Garden and 
South. The Center houses two classrooms, 
a laboratory and an office area. The couple 
contributed $100,000 toward development 
of the center.

It’s officially official

The building is named after District Trustee 
Nobie Chan and her husband Warren, who 
was the first Asian American judge in the 
state. 

BELOW: Among those that attended the 
Dedication are (L-R)Jason Gruenwald, a 
computer science instructor; Margaret 
Britton, board member of the Chinese 
Garden; and staff member Anh Nguyen.

Margaret Girtch (left) shakes hands with the Land 
and Horticulture’s founder, Nobie Chan at the 
dedication ceremony. 

Photos by Wylie Steuart

Free computer classes 
through the Salvation Army 
Technology Center, 9050 16th 
Ave. S.W. For adults, seniors and 
youths, focusing on basic com-
puter skills in Microsoft Office pro-
grams, Word, Excel, PowerPoint 
and Publisher. Information/registra-
tion: (206) 767-3150, ext 101. 

Pack supplies for the West 
Seattle Food Bank 7-8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 11. Meet at 35th Street 
Southwest and Morgan Street. 
Information: Monica Lundberg, 
mlundber@ sccd.ctc.edu.

West Seattle Toastmas-
ters meet every first and third 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. Practice public speaking.  
Information: The Keney, 7125 
Fauntleroy Way S.W., www.west-
seattletm832.org.

Bingo is played every 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. at the Alki 
Congressional United Church of 
Christ, 6115 S.W. Hinds St. Doors 

open at 5:30 p.m.; $7 minimum. 
Cash prizes and refreshments.  
Information: (206) 937-0495.

A Day of Remembrance 
(Japanese internment) will take 
place at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 19, 
in JMB rooms A & B.

A free wellness fair will take 
place in South’s Women’s Cen-
ter 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 21. Topics include affordable 
dental and medical care, mental 
health, reproductive health, family 
planning, fitness and nutrition and 
healthy cuisine. Open to students,  
the general public and children 
accompanied by a parent. Informa-
tion: (206) 768-6831 or SSCCWo-
mensCenter @sccd.ctc.edu.

A nursing orientation will take 
place 5-8 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28 
in JMB Room A. CNA orientation 
is the first hour; LPN the second 
hour; RN the third hour. Informa-
tion: Kath-erine Flenniken, (206) 
768-6889.

Report your events for the calendar to sentineleditor@
sccd.ctc.edu.

Calendar of Events

Check out the Help Wanted ads on Page 7.

Want a job? 
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ON CAMPUS

By Josh Sabrowsky

Between school, hoops and 
traffic, Mike Johnson hardly 
has any time for himself. The 
sophomore point guard has the 
weight of his team’s shoulders 
perched atop his 5’7” frame. 
That might frighten some, but 
for Johnson, this is all familiar 
territory. 

A four-year letterman at 
Mount Rainier High School 
in Des Moines, Johnson finds 
himself the lone conductor of the 
Storm’s offense, with injuries 
and ineligibilities depleting the 
team’s troupe of guards. 

“There’s not a lot of room 
for error or mistakes this year,” 
Johnson said. Though he’s 
taking courses at North Seattle 
this quarter, because of the 
team’s practice schedule, John-
son is nearly finished with his 
associate’s degree at South. 

Now in his second year, 
both Johnson and his team are 
in the middle of a trying run. 
Near the midway point of the 
season, the team is 3-12 and 
starving for a victory. 

“The losses really hurt, 
because we are all putting in 
so much work, and it’s just 
not going our way right now,” 
Johnson said. “We’re fighting 
for every game but just losing 
it near the end. We are in every 
game.”

The team is coached by 

current South students – were 
recruited to play for the Storm, 
however grades and injures 
have kept them off the active 
roster. 

“The North division is a 
tough one to be in,” said Coach 
Gray of the team’s conference. 
The Storm is one of nine teams 
in the North division of the 
Northwest Athletic Associa-

Hoisting the load 
Lone player from South 
Michael Johnson leads 
cavalry for Storm

Kyle Gray, a former Ballard 
High School player and coach, 
who is now in his fourth year 
as head coach. Though the 
team’s frustrations are build-
ing, Coach Gray believes that 
his players have put in the 
necessary effort to break their 
losing habits. 

“You can feel the frustra-
tions, but this team is full of 
great kids that really enjoy 
each other,” he said. “No one 
likes to lose. Though, if I were 
to struggle with any group of 
players, I’m glad it’s this one.”

Strong work ethic – Coach 
Gray believes – is his team’s 
most distinctive quality, with 
Johnson as the team’s proto-
type. Though undersized for 
a point guard, Johnson plays 
with a style of grandeur. He 
pushes the tempo and makes a 
living on hustle plays.

“He has a lot on his plate 
right now as our only point 
guard,” said Coach Gray of 
Johnson. “He’s wised up a lot 
this year and has been a real 
solid player for us all year.” 

Though players from each 
of the Seattle Community Col-
leges – North Seattle, Seattle 
Central and South – comprise 
the team’s roster, Johnson 
is the only student currently 
on the team from the South 
campus. At the beginning of 
the season, two of Johnson’s 
high school teammates – and 

tion of Community Colleges 
(NWAACC). “With such great 
talent in the area and across the 
state, it’s such a competitive 
place to play basketball.”

For Johnson, basketball 
at the four-year level is well 
within reach. With this, his 
final year of eligibility, he has 
drawn interest from Central 
University in Ellensburg and 

California Maritime Academy 
in Vallejo, Calif. While his 
obsession over basketball has 
carried him onto the collegiate 
court, Johnson hopes to pursue 
criminal justice after earning 
his two year degree.

“It’s been a challenge 
coming out of [high school], 
because I was always used 
to winning,” said Johnson 
who admits he spends nearly 
30 hours each week playing 
hoops. This season, he’s aver-
aging just over 10 points per 
game. “The jump from high 
school to college was definite-
ly tough.”

Coach Gray believes John-
son has the talent and character 
to play at the next level follow-
ing this season. 

“We have a few guys who 
will play at the next level on 
this team,” he said. “Mike is 
definitely one of them. I’d 

Michael Johnson (11) makes his move against a Shoreline Community College opponent. The 
5’7” guard scored 4 points in the 61-87 loss Jan. 21 at the North campus court.

Photo by Betsy Berger

Answers to the crossword 
puzzle on Page 7.

Please recycle The Sentinel.

Home games are played in the Wellness Center at North 
Seattle Community College, 9600 College Way N. 

Saturday 2/2 Mount Vernon at Skagit Valley
Wednesday 2/6 Whatcom at NSCC
Saturday 2/9 Edmonds at Edmonds
Wednesday 2/13 Everett at NSCC
Saturday 2/16 Peninsula at NSCC
Monday 2/18 Shoreline at Shoreline
Wednesday 2/20 Olympic at Olympic
Saturday 2/23 Bellevue at NSCC
Thurs-Sun 2/28-3/2 at Tri-Cities, NWAACC Playoff Tour

Information:   http://www.northseattle.edu/storm/

The Schedule: Catch the Storm
All women’s games start at 5:30 p.m. and all men’s games 
start at 7:30 p.m. Playoff game times to be determined.

Write for The Sentinel ~ sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu

Continued on Page 7
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CAMPUS TALK
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We are students in an ESL class 
with Arleen Williams’ Gateway 
program. We have learned about 
Martin Luther King Jr., and we did the 
crossword puzzle in the newspaper. 
We found a mistake in the across line 
number eight. We just want to inform 
you about the mistake.

Kunthy Toch
Musemu Juhar

We are glad to get this chance 
to write a letter to you. We appreci-
ate you and your staff preparing the 
newspaper. We were reading it and 
did the crossword puzzle questions, 
but we couldn’t find the correct an-
swer for question number eight. The 

answer and the blanks do not correct-
ly fit. We believe that this question 
will be correct in the next newspaper.

Hai Le
Carlos Saavedra

We did the crossword puzzle 
in class and we found a mistake in 
number 8. We think the answer to this 
question is I Have a Dream, and the 
[number of] spaces for this answer isn’t 
correct.

Muhubo Musse
Juan Luis Castro

We are students in Arleen Wil-
liams Gateway class. We would 
like to inform you that we found a 

A dream of a puzzle have they mistake in the crossword puzzle. 
It’s number 8 that doesn’t work. The 
word should be “I have a dream,” 
but it’s not correct after we fill in all 
the boxes. So we hope we will not 
find any mistakes in the next news-
paper.

Edgar B. Poza

We are ESL Gateway students in 
Arleen Williams’ class. We were learn-
ing the correct word puzzle and how 
to work it. So we found a mistake. We 
would like to know the correct answer 
so we would like you to correct it. We 
really appreciate the work you did and 
thank you.

Isse Jama
Thuy Thang

GueST column / Don Bissonnette

Coming to a better understanding 

 

In his guest 
column last month, 
Don Bissonnette 
outlined the benefits 
of a pronunciation 
class, that it will 
help non-native 
English speakers be 
better understood. 
In this second part, 

he points out a second benefit of the 
pronunciation course at South.

While taking a pronunciation class 
will benefit a person’s pronunciation, 
a further incentive is the increase in a 
person’s listening comprehension.

English is a very difficult language 
for many reasons. One of the main 
reasons is that how we say something in 
English often bears little resemblance to 
what we write. In fact, often we experi-
ence two very different languages.  

For example, the following sen-
tence, first in spoken English and then in 
written English: “Wenaya gonna wanna 

eechalunch tday? is written as  When 
are you going to want to eat your lunch 
today?”  

If students (as most of our foreign-
born students do) learn English from 
books in a classroom using the written 
form of the language, then is it re-
ally any wonder they have a problem 
understanding what native speakers are 
saying?  In making students pronounce 
long sentences and phrases with the 
same intonation, speed, reduced word 
forms and linking that native speakers 
naturally use, we increase their ability to 
decipher the spoken language more eas-
ily and accurately. Thus, pronunciation 
and listening comprehension go hand in 
hand.

If you have (or are) a student, work-
study employee or even a friend whom 
you cannot understand, I strongly sug-
gest you recommend the pronunciation 
course to him/her. 

Please remember that when you 
suggest that someone take a pronuncia-

tion course, you are doing him/her a big 
favor. By not saying anything to that 
person, you may save him/her, as well 
as yourself, some embarrassment, but 
you are ultimately doing that person 
a disservice.  Whatever the case, the 
person with the problem can begin to do 
something to eliminate the problem. 

The onus for correction is on the 
people with the problem, not on every-
one else in society. Suffering adverse 
consequences because of a pronuncia-
tion handicap may not seem fair, but 
who said fair had anything to do with 
anything in the world?  

If a person has a pronunciation 
problem, remember it is his/her problem 
— so it is up to him/her to rectify it or 
suffer the consequences. That’s all there 
is to it!

Don Bissonnette has worked as an 
ESL instructor at SSCC since 1981. Along 
with his teaching duties, he is coordinat-
ing the Transitional ESL program. 

I was robbed in the SSCC south 
parking lot the other day. Oh, excuse 
me! It was just a purse snatching. I’ve 
been told there’s a distinction between 
robbery and purse snatching, which is 
that if the person physically touches 
you while they’re stealing your goods, 
it is considered a robbery; otherwise 
it’s a purse snatching.

In fact, the robber didn’t take my 
purse, he only took my wallet. 

This happened last Thursday, Jan. 
17, at around 7 p.m. in the south park-
ing lot. I had just arrived on campus 
to take a short shift at the Library 
Reference Desk and while walking to 
the library, a young man asked me for 
bus money. I offered to lend him the 
money and took out my wallet. 

In an instant, he struck the wal-
let from my hand. I’ve since seen the 
video of the incident and have learned 

that while I was digging into my purse 
for my wallet, four other people had 
jumped out from hiding places behind 
nearby cars and had encircled us along 
the outer edges. 

The man picked up the wallet 
from the ground, and I saw them all 
take off running toward   the lot near 
the Child Care Center. 

There were many cars in the park-
ing lot that night and lots of people on 
campus for evening classes and such. 
I had the best spot in the parking lot: 
well lit and nearest the library. 

However, there was this one mo-
ment when no one else was around.  
And that one moment was all it took.

Being safe on campus
In the future, I will call a Cam-

pus Security officer to escort me on 
campus at night, or ask a colleague to 

come and walk with me. I will also 
make sure that I do not carry extra 
credit cards or unnecessary informa-
tion on my person. It’s also a good 
idea to carry my cell phone in my 
pocket rather than in my purse in case 
the purse gets stolen.

During this past week many of us 
in the campus community have been 
thinking about how to improve secu-
rity on our campus and raise safety 
awareness in our community. We need 
to remember that we live in an urban 
setting and crimes like this could 
happen at any college campus, on the 
street or in a shopping mall. 

I have felt comforted and encour-
aged by the outpouring of support 
from people in our campus communi-
ty, and feel secure that we can look out 

GueST column / Esther Sunde

Incident spurs personal call to action

Continued on next page
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ON CAMPUS

Borderlands: An exploration of the emotional impact of borders
The Art Gallery

Borderlands will be 
on exhibit at the SSCC 
Art Gallery Feb. 4-29. 
The opening reception 
will take place 1-2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 6.

The Art Gallery is in the 
Jerry Brockey Student 
Center, next to the 
Bookstore.

Information: Renee 
Rhodes, (206) 764-5337

The Borderlands exhibit deals with the social and emotional 
impact of political borders and how these borders affect the 
global community. Features works by local, national and 
international artists.

LEFT: 
Dollarstore, 
Sarah Kavage 
(Seattle)

BELOW: In Case of Need, Megan 
Frazer (Seattle) 

LEFT:  142 , Flounder Lee 
(Indianapolis, Ind.)

RIGHT:  
Globe, Debra Stuckgold 

(San Francisco, Calif.) 

for each other and help keep 
each other safe. This incident 
has spurred various groups on 
campus to talk about ways to 
ensure safety on our campus 
and I’m confident that there is 
much that we can do.

 I also hope that each of 
us can learn from this and take 
steps to keep ourselves as safe 
as possible. Be aware; don’t 
carry unnecessary valuables 
with you; walk with buddies or 
call Security,  (206) 235-0911, 
to escort you to your car; park 
in a well lit area as close to 

your destination as possible; 
carry a flashlight with you; re-
port suspicious behavior; take 
a self defense class – these 
are just some of the ideas I’ve 
heard. 

If we all put our heads 
together, we can share infor-
mation and find ways to keep 
safe on campus and elsewhere 
in our daily lives. Be alert and 
stay safe! 

Esther Sunde has worked 
at South Seattle Community 
College for 14 years. She is a 
faculty librarian.

Continued from previous page

Write your own Guest Column.
The Sentinel will pay students $10 for any 
guest column we publish. 
Send it to sentineleditor@sccd.ctc.edu.

EARN

$10 Copies of The Sentinel are available for FREE in JMB 135, just down the hall from the Bookstore.
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Around Here

the office really late at night,” 
Heard-Johnson said.

She had to do all this from 
scratch, making it up as she 
went along, finding loopholes 
and then fixing them. 

“She was infectious,” 
explained Heard-Johnson. 
“You felt you had to do your 
best around her.” With school 
and USA going well, Pham felt 
empowered to do more.  

During the winter quar-

ter 2006, after the successful 
launch of her first program 
Pham and her USA committee 
went on to create the Honors 
Reception, an evening devoted 
to honor roll students.  

At the reception, honors 
students receive an award 
certificate signed by the dean.  
In addition, guest speakers ad-
dress academic success.  

Pham was insistent upon 

Police 
Beat
On-campus

The following on-campus 
listings are taken from incident 
reports filed with South’s Cam-
pus Security Department.

The evening of Jan. 17, a 
woman who had just parked her 
vehicle, was approached by a man 
who asked for 50 cents to ride the 
bus. When the woman pulled out 
her pocketbook, the man knocked 
it to the ground and retrieved it. The 
man fled the scene running toward 
the faculty-staff parking lot along 
with four or five accomplices who 
had been hiding behind nearby 
parked cars. A witness told security 
he saw three or four individuals 
running from the OLY-West parking 
lot toward the faculty/staff park-
ing lot. The witness further reports 
seeing a vehicle driving away from 
the faculty/staff parking lot at a high 
rate of speed “with tires squeal-
ing.” Campus security has turned 
video surveillance tapes over to the 
Seattle Police Department.

A man called police at 4:20 
p.m. Jan. 9 to report his vehicle had 
been was side-swiped by another 
vehicle. The man had parked his 
car on campus in the south gravel 
parking lot at 9 a.m. to attend class-
es and noticed the damage when 
he returned at 4 p.m. There were 
white markings and indentations on 
the front and rear doors.

Off-campus

The following off-campus 
listings are taken from incident 
reports filed with the Seattle 
Police Department.

A woman who lives on 12th 
Avenue West was robbed of several 
pieces of identification the afternoon 
of Jan. 12. When the woman left 
her home she double checked her 
locks; when she returned the house 
was still locked. When she noticed 
that a purse, a bank statement and 
a medical receipt were missing, 
she called police. The woman told 
police she suspects whoever stole 
the items is using them to apply for 
a carpool pass to be used at South 
Seattle Community College.

An employee of a store in the 
4500 block of California Avenue 
Southwest was touched inappro-
priately by a customer the after-
noon of Jan. 11. The employee 
walked away from the toucher, 
who became upset and left the 
store. The employee called police. 
Police caught up with the toucher a 
short distance away from the store 
and took him to the police station. 
Apparently the toucher is known at 
another store for his behavior, so he 
was trespassed from both stores.

A woman was visiting with 
her girlfriend and two other friends 
at the girlfriend’s house in the 
6900 block of California Avenue 
Southwest the afternoon of Jan. 11 
when the girlfriend punched her in 
the face and head several times 
and struck her on the head with a 
wooden hanger. When the trio tried 
to call police, the girlfriend grabbed 
the phones and destroyed them. 
The girlfriend had fled the scene by 
the time police arrived. After taking 
the woman’s statement, police took 

her to a relative’s house. 

A woman who lives with her 
boyfriend in the 4500 block of 21st 
Avenue Southwest told him over 
the phone from another city that she 
was interested in someone else. The 
boyfriend told the woman he would 
put her belongings onto the street. 
She flew home two days later on 
Jan. 10 and discovered that the 
boyfriend had removed all of his 
own belongings, a safe and the 
$6,000 in it. 

Sometime between 6 p.m. Jan. 
8 and 7:45 a.m. Jan. 9, someone 
threw a plastic bag filled with paint 
onto the hood of a truck in the 8400 
block of 12th Avenue Southwest. 
The owner told police he doesn’t 
know of anyone who would do 
this.

Someone broke into a busi-
ness in the 9200 block of 16th 
Avenue Southwest at 3 a.m. Jan. 
11 and stole two handguns. It 
appears the burglar gained entry 
through a broken window. The 
guns are valued collectively at 
$725.

Sometime between 11 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Jan. 11 someone 
took a religious decoration from 
porch of a residence in the 3800 
23rd Avenue Southwest.

At 6:55 p.m. someone threw 
a brick through the front door of 
a residence in the 3700 block of 
Southwest Admiral Way shattering 
the glass. The resident told police 
she suspects some boys, one 
of whom she 10 minutes earlier 
chased away from her truck that 
was parked in her driveway.

Police detained a driver and 
vehicle at 12:25 p.m. Jan. 12 in the 
6900 block of Fauntleroy Way South-
west suspected in a hit-and-run near 
Fauntleroy and Southwest Findley 
Street. The driver was found to be in 
possession of crack and meth pipes 
and not in possession of a driver 
license nor insurance. After issuing 
the driver a ticket for the violations, he 
was taken to jail because he has two 
outstanding warrants for his arrest. 
The vehicle was impounded.

A customer of a store in the 
4700 block of 42nd Avenue South-
west saw someone putting bottles 
of beer in his jacket and leave the 
store at 12:20 p.m. Jan. 12, so he 
told an employee. The pair saw 
the thief depart the scene in a 
vehicle, of which they wrote down 
the license plate number. Police 
contacted the owner of the vehicle, 
who said his daughter had posses-
sion of the vehicle at the time in 
question. The daughter told police 
she drove to the store to pick up 
two friends and give them a ride; 
she did not know they had stolen 
property in their possession. The 
daughter provided police with the 
names and addresses, as best she 
could, of the suspects.

When a woman returned to 
her residence in the 4400 block of 
40th Avenue Southwest at 1 p.m. 
Jan. 12, she discovered dresser 
drawers upended with the contents 
strewn about. Investigating officers 
surmise the burglar pried open a 
glass panel on the back door to 
gain entry. It appears the resident 
surprised the burglar as officers 
found an empty duffel bag and 
backpack on the floor. The burglar 
did get away with a Sony Wii 
valued at $300 and a watch valued 
at $200. After collecting fingerprint 
evidence, police gave the women 
information on home security. 

genuine signatures being on 
the certificates. “People notice 
when something is actually 

signed and not just stamped.” 
Again Pham threw her-

self into the minutiae of the 
project, leaving less time for 
herself, skipping meals and 
pushing herself to accom-
plish more. What came next 
brought together more than 
just the skills she had ac-
quired.

“This is one of my favor-
ites,” Pham explains about her 
final contribution to SSCC.  
“We wanted to include stu-
dents, faculty and staff.” 

The Annual Faculty 
Appreciation Program had 
students nominate 
their favorite teacher. 
Signed appreciation 
certificate awards 
were given along 
with a few words 
of praise for each 
teacher. Some of the 
words were presented 
directly from a student 
that had nominated 
that teacher.  

Much like the oth-
er programs, numer-
ous details and tasks 
added more hours to 
the task. She and her 
committee worked 
through the winter 
and spring quarter of 
2006 in order to carry 
out what needed to be 
done to be ready for 
the June ceremony.  

In addition to her 

Continued from Front Page

Kathie Pham worked many hours “really late at night” to see her 
goals realized. Below is the Jerry Brockey Student Center where 
she spent a good deal of her time.

Photos by Wylie Steuart

‘Perfectionist’ 
dove into 
projects

spitfire attitude Pham created 
these programs, in part, to take 
control of her life. The more 
she pushed to accomplish, the 
more empowered she felt. But 
by stretching herself thin she 
struggled to maintain the very 
thing she was pushing for in 
her life, control. Looking back 
on that time in her life, she 
now understands the impor-
tance of time management and 
self-discipline. 

“Even though she was 
a student for a short time,” 
Heard-Johnson said. “She really 
changed the fabric of student 
programs here, even more than 
some faculty or staff members.”

Pham is currently in the 
University of Washington’s 
business program with a focus 
in finance and information 
systems. 

She has created a legacy at 
SSCC and far beyond, and she 
is insistent upon encouraging 
other people to leave their own 
legacy. The legacy, she insists 
further, doesn’t necessarily 
mean having your name on 
everything. 

“People will forget what 
you said, and what you did, but 
they’ll never forget how you 
made them feel.” 

But wait, 
there’s more

Kathie Pham’s move to 
West Seattle brought more 
than just the impetus to work 
harder in school. During her 
first quarter at SSCC Kathie 
Pham’s sister told her about 
an audition for a local film.  
Pham had wanted to be an 
actress as a child so she au-
ditioned to play the part of 
Van in the independent film, 
“Simply Fobulous.”  

It’s the story of a 
mother who sets up her 
eldest daughter, Thuy, with 
a Vietnamese mail-order 
husband. Thuy is unwilling 
to marry him so he is lent to 
younger sister Van (Pham), 
who uses him to carry her 
shopping bags and perform 
other menial tasks.  

“I went on the first day, 
to auditions, and this was 
the second day I had my 
braces so I was very inse-
cure, and I didn’t know how 
to talk with my braces yet.” 
Pham said. “I didn’t think 
I did too well, but I fell in 
love with the character I 
played.”

Kathie Pham took 
some time for 

playfulness while she 
visited the campus.

Kathie Pham discusses transferring credits to the University of 
Washington with South student Vinson Doan.
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ON CAMPUS

Help Wanted

Lost/Found

The answers are sideways on Page 3.

DOWN
1. Invented by Garret Morgan to help with traffic 
control.
2. Jerry Shelby could be considered an 
environmentalist because he invented this kind of 
rocket booster for space craft.
3. Because of this George Washington Carver 
invention, we can now enjoy it chunky or creamy (2 
words).
4. Henry Brown invented this to safeguard our items 
from conflagrations.
9. Patricia Bath invented this surgery to help the blind 
to see.

ACROSS
5. This process related to clothing and its upkeep was 
invented by Thomas Jennings (2 words).
6. Richard Spikes invented this to make distribution of 
beer from a keg easier.
7. Sarah Goode was the first African American female 
to receive this for inventing the hideabed.
8. Joseph Winters invented this kind of escape ladder.
10. This type of light bulb filament was invented by 
Lewis Latimer.

Sources:  www.famous-inventors.com, www.
scholastic.com and www.about.com.

Playing with Words: African American Inventors by Brittany Ritchey

REPORTER. The 
Sentinel. Flexible 
hours. $8.50 per hour. 
Start immediately. Send 
resume and writing 
sample to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu. Informa-
tion: (206) 764-7936.

OFFICE ASSISTANT. 
Student Life office as-
sistant, 10 hours per 
week, $9 per hour. You 
must have one year of 
previous experience, 
6 months of those at 
SSCC, good written 
and oral communica-
tion skills, experience 
with Microsoft Word 
and Excel. Download 
application from www.
seattlecolleges.com/
humanresources; send 
electronically with 
cover letter and resume 
by Feb. 5 to dbeebe@
sccd.ctc.edu.

DEAN, HOSPITALITY 
& SERVICE OCCU-
PATIONS. Provide 
instructional leader-

ship, development 
and coordination of 
educational programs 
including culinary 
arts, pastry, North-
west Wine acad-
emy and landscape 
horticulture. Full-time, 
exempt. $52,829-
$72,215 per year, 
depending on experi-
ence. Apply at www.
southseattle.edu.

GUEST COLUM-
NIST. The Sentinel. 
$10. Send inquiries 
to bberger@sccd.ctc.
edu. Information: (206) 
764-7936.

PEER NAVIGATORS. 
Work closely with 
faculty and staff to plan 
support programs and 
events for Opportunity 
Grant recipients start-
ing winter quarter. 6 
paid hours per week. 
Information: Vanessa 
Reed, (206) 768-6886, 
vreed@sccd.ctc.edu.

CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE MAKER. 
The Sentinel. $10 per 
puzzle published. Send 
inquiries to bberger@
sccd.ctc.edu.

DEAN, SCIENCE AND 
MATHMATICS. Work 
with faculty, staff, stu-
dents and community 

to provide effective, 
responsive, curriculum 
and support programs 
in Biological, Comput-
er, Earth and Physical 
Sciences, Mathemat-
ics, Health, Engineer-
ing and Science Tech-
nologies.  Full-time, 
exempt.  $52,829 to 
$72,215 (mid-point) 
per year depending on 
experience. Apply at 
www.southseattle.edu.

ART GALLERY 
ATTENDANT. Work-
study. Able to work 
during the week 
between gallery hours, 
and have an interest 
in art. Responsible for 
creating campus and 
community outreach 
initiatives, show instal-
lation and take down, 
gallery security, and 
mailings, publicity, and 
postings. Information: 

Renee Rhodes, (206) 
764-5337, rrhodes@
sccd.ctc.edu.

INSTRUCTIONAL 
ASSISTANT. SSCC’s 
Math Project is looking 
for an instructional 
assistant with experi-
ence teaching math. 
5-7 hours per week, 
$20 per hour. Consul-
tant, 20 hours at $100 
per hour. Information: 

Doug Tompson, (206) 
768-6764, dtompson@
sccd.ctc.edu.

MARKETING & DIS-
TRIBUTION MAN-
AGER. Distribute The 
Sentinel to select 
on- and off-campus 
sites. Maintain a 
presence for The 
Sentinel throughout 
the quarter. $8.25 per 
hour. Send inquiries 

c l a s s i f i e d   a d s 
AdvERTiSiNG RATE: 10 WORdS, $10; 15 CENTS FOR EACH AddiTiONAL WORd. STUdENT AdS ARE FREE!
E-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or drop it off in the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Black, leather gloves.  
Black-and-white knit 
scarf.
Brown knit cap.
Blue glove.
CLAIM IN JMB 135

Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted Help Wanted

South with the very intention 
of developing sports pro-
grams. 

He already had success 
with indoor soccer. Now he 
turned to basketball.

To develop his team, 
Backman circulated flyers 
on campus. Because a single 
basketball team only has 
five players at a time on the 
court, he was overwhelmed 
with the 25 responses.

“‘What do I do with so 
many applicants,’” he is 
quoted as saying. Well, he 
created two separate teams.

And the interest just 
kept growing. Soon Back-
man fielded a faculty-mem-
bers’ team and a women’s 
team.

When South put together 
its basketball program, the 
North and Central campuses 
already had theirs. Now the 
campus system had eight 
men’s teams, which led to 
the formation of the Seattle 
Community College Basket-
ball League. It came com-

plete with a playoff schedule 
and winner’s plaque at the 
end of the season. One South 
player, Alex Hall, is quoted 
in the article: “‘I think we 
could go all the way.’”

It seemed that other com-
munity colleges in the area 
were showing interest in Back-
man’s program. So much so 
that “Backman suggested that 
if the interest in intra-mural 
basketball was strong, there is 
the potential for league play 
within the Northwest Com-
munity College Association . 
. . ‘this would be my personal 
goal.’” And so it goes.

These days, the three 
campuses pool their play-
ers into a men’s team and a 
women’s team, both known 
as the Storm. They practice 
and play their games at the 
North’s Wellness Center. 
They, along with teams from 
Highline, Everett and other 
community colleges, compete 
in the Northwest Athletic 
Association of Community 
Colleges.

Winter quarter 1997 saw 
the launch of a new basket-
ball program at South by 
then-Athletic Coordinator 
Fernando Backman. Accord-
ing to an article, penned by 
Mike Pachenker in the Feb. 
14, 1997, edition of The 
Sentinel, Backman came to 

Hoops at South: 10 plus one years ago

to bberger@sccd.ctc.
edu.edu. Information: 
(206) 764-7936.

BUSINESS MAN-
AGER. The Sentinel. 
Maintain advertising 
accounts. $9.25 per 
hour. Send inquiries 
to bberger@ sccd.
ctc.edu. Information: 
(206) 764-7936.

Monday, Jan. 21, was a day on for Michael Johnson (11) and the Storm as they played a tough 
Shoreline team.

Photo by Betsy Berger

coach a guy like Mike Johnson 
every day because he’s a great 
leader and teammate.”

The team – which plays 
its home games at the Well-
ness Center at North Seattle 
Community College – has six 

remaining home games this 
season. They finish their regu-
lar season at home against 
Bellevue on Saturday, Feb. 
23, at 7:30 p.m.

For more information on 
the Seattle CC Storm, visit 
the team’s website at www.
northseattle.edu/storm.

Continued from Page 3

‘A great leader and teammate’
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The intersection of 35th Avenue Southwest and Southwest Thistle 
Street will have a red-light camera installed by the city to help with 
traffic safety. The other West Seattle intersection to get a red-light 
camera is at 35th and Southwest Avalon Way.

By Rebekah Schilperoort

Two busy West Seattle 
intersections will have so-
called red-light cameras 
installed this year. Cameras 
will show up on 35th Av-
enue Southwest at Southwest 
Avalon Way and at Southwest 
Thistle Street.

A total of two dozen cam-

eras will be put up throughout 
Seattle to catch irresponsible 
drivers who run red lights at 
some of Seattle’s most hectic 
intersections, including several 
downtown. It’s an expansion 
of a program the city began a 
year ago when cameras were 
installed at four intersections 
that were considered to have a 
high level of accidents.

According to a recent 
report evaluating the one-
year, $460,000 pilot project, 
the city found the frequency 
of red-light running dropped 
by 50 percent at the intersec-
tions where cameras have 
been installed. The number of 
accidents and the number of 
people injured also declined, 
the mayor’s office said.

“There is no excuse for 
running a red light,” Mayor 
Nickels said in a statement. 
“An instant of recklessness 
or neglect can take a life or 
cause serious injury. Expand-
ing this successful program 
will make our streets safer 
for pedestrians, cyclists and 
drivers.”

The 19 intersections to get 
cameras this year were se-
lected based on traffic safety as 
well. Starting this year, the fine 
increases from $101 to $124.

The pilot program was 
meant to test how well the 
technology works to reduce 
deadly side-impact colli-
sions. Vehicles running red 
lights typically increase 
speed which can cause side-
door collisions that often 
result in serious injury and 
even death.

The city issued 16,539 
citations during the pilot, re-
sulting in about $1.1 million 
in penalties.

Using sensors at these 
intersections, the digital 
cameras photograph the 
license plates of cars running 
a red light. Each incident is 
evaluated before a citation is 
mailed to the vehicle’s regis-
tered owner. 

The vehicle owner has 
18 days to respond by either 
paying the fine, requesting a 
hearing or signing an affidavit 
stating he or she was not driv-
ing the vehicle at the time. The 
citation is thrown away for 

Red-light cameras to be added on 35th

Photo by Wylie Steuart

By Rebekah Schilperoort

This past summer, medians 
along a stretch of Southwest 
Admiral Way were replaced to 
address sight-distance issues 
raised by the community. Now 
the Seattle Department of 
Transportation is trying to fig-
ure out where in the medians 
the new trees should go.

The medians were re-
placed as part of a $4.6 million 
project that repaved Admiral 
Way between 41st Avenue 
Southwest and Southwest Olga 
Street (near Admiral View-
point Park). Since then, the 
city has heard from numer-
ous residents in the area that 
cherry trees planted in the 
medians had blocked views 
of oncoming traffic, making 
it difficult to pull out into the 
roadway, said George Frost, 
public outreach coordinator 
for the transportation depart-
ment.

Specifically, motorists 
entering Admiral off 37th, 
Belvidere and 39th avenues 
southwest have difficulties. 
Frost said there have been 
several near accidents.

Low growth ground cover 
and irrigation for the new 
landscaping will cost about 
$85,000, said Mike Ward, 
who’s managing the project for 
the transportation department.

Based on an initial site-
distance and traffic analysis for 
that corridor, stakes for four 
trees have been spaced out in 
three of the four 5-foot wide 
medians. No trees are planned 
for the median near 37th 
Avenue Southwest because, so 
far, the city doesn’t think it’s 
safe.

A draft landscaping plan 
will be presented to the com-
munity at a public meeting 
in February, Frost said, and 
some adjustments could still 
be made based on citizen 
comments or concerns.

 “We want to make sure 
we get the input we need.”

Shane DeWald, senior 
landscape architect for the 
city, said the trees that had 
been in the median since 1981 
and were severely damaged 
by passing traffic. They were 
a type of cherry tree that 
grew substantially horizontal, 
blocking views of oncoming 
vehicles and sticking out into 
the roadway.

The city had hoped to 
save the older trees but dam-
age from vehicles and the 
paving project had been too 
severe, and very few were 
salvageable.

“The curb work was so 
invasive we felt we’d be 
far better off with newer, 
healthier trees,” DeWald said. 
“We certainly want to plant as 
many trees as we could.”

Twelve Dream Catcher 
cherry trees will replace the 
ones removed. That variety 
was chosen for its upright 
branch structure, which pro-
vides more space underneath 
the tree, said DeWalt. It also 
requires less maintenance.

Dream Catchers grow to 
about 25 feet in height and 
have a spread of about 5 feet 
less than the variety of trees 
previously there. 

 The trees and ground 
cover won’t be planted until 
February or March.

Reprinted with permission 
of the West Seattle Herald.

City looking to fill in median
The city is looking to plant 
cherry trees that don’t 
block the driver’s view at 
35th Avenue Southwest 
and Morgan Street.

The city wants to plant 
cherry trees that don’t 
block the driver’s view at 
35th Avenue Southwest 
and Morgan Street.

Photo  by Wylie Steuart

drivers who sign the affidavit; 
it doesn’t show up on their 
driving record.

The effort is a component 
of efforts pledged by both the 
city council and the mayor to 
make pedestrian safety a prior-
ity in Seattle.

“The increased use of red 
light cameras is intended to 
make drivers slow down and 
pay attention, or pay a fine if 
they don’t,” said City Council 
President Nick Licata, who has 
backed the effort to expand the 

red-light program. “I hope to 
see the city add more each year 
until we change our driving 
behavior.”  

Reprinted with permission 
of the West Seattle Herald.
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