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New horticulture building set to open next year. Page 3

Fall Quarter 
ends Dec. 12.
Winter Quarter 
begins Jan. 2.

It’s a first.
The Chinese Club, headed  
by Kaili Ren, mounted the  
first-ever student exhibition 
in the Art Gallery.    Page 7.
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BRIEFLY

take place 1:15-2:15 p.m.  
today Nov. 28 in OLY 103. 
Workshop themes focus on 
self-awareness and personal 
responsibility, community 
service and activism and 
communication. Information: 
Monica Lundberg, (206) 768-
6750.

 There will be a holiday 
party at 3 p.m. Dec. 3 in 
JMB-A. There will be enter-
tainment by Student Services, 
instructors, Administrative 
Services and the Orphans. 
Food and drink will be pro-
vided.

  Passport application 
processing by US Postal Ser-
vice will take place 2-6 p.m. 
Jan. 8-9, 2008, in University 
Conference Room. Photos, 
$15; processing fee, $30; pass-
port fee, $67. Forms available 
in academic programs area. 
Information: Aimee Goodwin, 
(206) 764-5815. 

 A wine tasting will take 
place 4-7 p.m. Dec. 7 and 11 
a.m-3 p.m. Dec. 8. Free. In-
formation: Regina Daigneault 
(206) 764-7942.

 A literary contest will 
take place with categories 
of poetry, fiction, personal 
essay, and one-act play. 
Applications in RSB 192. 
Deadline: March 20, 2008. 
Information: Mike Hickey, 
(206) 768-6495, mhickey@
sccd.ctc.edu.

 A new or slightly used 
blanket drive will take 
place from through Dec. 7 to 

benefit Union Gospel Mis-
sion. Drop donations off in 
RS80. Sponsored by SSCC 
Christian Club.  Information: 
Paula, Justin, Steph, (206) 
768-6450.

 The results of a resi-
dence hall feasibility analy-
sis will be presented in 
Olympic Hall 2-3;30 p.m. 
Dec. 11. Information: Sebas-
tian Myrick, (206) 768-6476 
or smyrick@sccd.ctc.edu.

 Housing is available 
through the YMCA for chil-
dren aged out of Foster Care 
or homeless. Transitional and 
permanent housing options 
available. Traditional housing 
max stay 15-24 months. Per-
manent housing rent subsi-
dized for first year. Informa-
tion: (206) 749-7550.

 Grants available for 
SSCC students in the 
amount of $2,500 for tuition 
and $1,000 for supplies.  
Grant emphasis in automo-
tive/technology, diesel & 
heavy equipment technol-
ogy, nursing, and business 
information and technology 
programs. Information: (206) 
768-6684.

 The third and final 
Latino Community Coun-
cil meeting will take place 
4-6;30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
29, in JMB 128. Meeting will 
cover current and up coming 
projects and dinner is pro-
vided. Information/RSVP: Jo 
Anderson, (206) 768-6455.

 Volunteers are needed to 
help with income tax prepara-
tion for low-income families 
Jan. 15 – April 15, 2008. 
Sponsored by Free Tax Prep 
Campaign in King County. 
Information: www.united-
wayofkingcounty.org/taxvol-
unteer, (206) 461-6973.

 Christian Student Club 
meetings take place Tuesdays 
and Fridays at 1 p.m. in RS 
82. All are welcome. Infor-
mation: Paula Herd, pherd@
sccd.ctc.edu.

Free wine-tasting, raffle and Hawaiian celebration top the list

Students from the Culinary Arts Program stand back admiring their handywork at the Annual 
Culinary Arts pumpkin carving contest that takes place just outside the Jerry Brockey 
Building.  

Facing off

Photo by Wylie Steuart

Compiled by Brittany Ritchey

 Campus Optical De-
partment is sponsoring a 
raffle for a free pair of eye-
glasses. Tickets are $1 and 
can be purchased at Campus 
Optical, BE2123. The draw-
ing is Dec. 6; glasses must be 

picked up by March 7. Infor-
mation: (206) 587-5440.

 A Hawaiian celebra-
tion will take place Dec. 4 
at a place to be determined. 
An indigenous Hawaiian 
leader has been asked to 
speak. There will be a halau 

performance and a tradi-
tional Hawaiian meal of kalo. 
Information: Emma Schuster, 
natatsh_schuster@hotmail.
com.

 A Student Leader-
ship Development session 
on public speaking will 

http://studentlife.southseattle.edu/childcare.html

Call: (206) 764-5348

SSCC Preschool & 
Child Care Center

Open 6:30 am to 5 pm
Monday -Friday
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Order your Winter textbooks 
online with the Bookstore by 
December 19 for either in-store 
pick-up or delivery and have your 
name automatically entered in 
a drawing to receive $50 back on 
your Winter textbooks. 

Ya gotta do it anyway, so why not

Win $50.00

By Matt Sheppard

When Jesse Bake looks 
out across the new landscape 
horticultural construction 
site, he is overwhelmed 
with glee. Bake is a long-
time Landscape Horticulture 
(LHO) student ready to 
graduate in the spring. “I’m 
happy to still be a student 
here long enough to be able 
to experience the opening 
and how it’s going to in-
tegrate into the LHO Pro-
gram.”

The Judge Warren 
and Nobie Chan Education 
Center contains two class-
rooms, a reception area and 
a workshop. The shop holds 
mowing equipment and 
other landscap-
ing machinery.                                                                                                                                       
         

It is also 
used for land-
scape construc-
tion classes 
teaching such 
concepts as path-
way construction 
and large-scale 
irrigation.

The build-
ing is named for 
a couple who 
have given gen-
erously of their 
time, energy and 
money to the 
community.  The 
Northwest Asian 
Weekly website describes 
Warren Chan as the first 
Asian-American judge in the 
state, serving almost 25 years 
on the bench.

Nobie Chan, was the 
chair of the Business Of-

fice Occupations Division 
at South Seattle Community 
College 20 years ago.  She 
was instrumental in securing 
the location of the Chinese 
Garden on campus.  The pair 
is the largest contributor to 
the Education Center with a 
grant of $100,000.  

Horticulture instructor 
Van Bobbitt relates a story 
about the building’s huge, 
blank, west-facing wall. 
Some in the community 
were troubled by the wall’s 
conspicuous lack of win-
dows. But the design has a 
purpose.

It’s actually a well-
thought-out feature of the 
facade. The Chinese Garden 
and the Arboretum receive 

countless visitors each day. 
People milling about at the 
entrance could create both 
an auditory and visual dis-
traction to students trying to 
concentrate on their studies.

In addition, a large, 

traditional bank of windows 
creates a situation where 
indoor temperatures reach an 
unacceptable level during the 
summer months.

This is part of the effort 
to keep the building as green 
as possible.  Huge air condi-
tioners sucking megawatts of 
juice are not environmentally 
prudent. Another green com-
ponent of the new complex 
is a massive rain-collecting 
system.

Gutters on the roof 
channel water into a large 
basin.  The rainwater col-
lected will be used through-
out the perimeter.  During 
a rainstorm, it creates an 
entertaining cascade of fluid 
that is aesthetically pleasing 

as well as func-
tional.  Bobbit 
said that a con-
tractor watched 
the basin during 
a storm and was 
impressed by the 
spectacle.

Bobbitt said 
the new facility 
provides more 
space to work 
with. “We may 
rearrange how we 
use this [currently 
used] building 
based on having 
another classroom 
over there,” he 
said.

A plus for 
students looking to study on 
campus is the addition of 
quiet areas in the new space. 
“Since we’re kind of isolated 
from the rest of the school, 
it’s not always convenient to 
walk all the way down to the 

library from here,” Bobbitt 
said.

Bobbitt also said they 
have a need for more office 
space. “Initially the  plan was 
for an office in that [new] 
building for the Arboretum so 
we could have things related, 
records and that sort of thing 
in there. It didn’t turn out that 
way, though, and we negoti-
ated to give up part of the 
Garden Center,” Bobbitt said.

Funding for the project 
was arranged using both state 
and private money. Michael 
Munson, communications 

director of communications 
at South, said that the cost of 
the facility is $1.5 million.

The South Seattle Com-
munity College Foundation 
raised a portion of the capital. 
The Seattle Chinese Garden 
Foundation matched the 
funds acquired from private 
individuals and corporations. 
The SSCC Chinese Garden, 
when complete, will be the 
largest such facility in the 
world outside of China.

The architecture firm 
Schacht/Aslani, is respon-
sible for the building’s 
design. Bobbit said they did 
an outstanding job creating 
the center with an extremely 
small budget.

One facet of the project 
almost fell victim to cost-cut-
ting. The huge, movable wall 
needs pricey extra supports 
to hang from the ceiling. But 
Schacht/Aslani reworked 
the plans and the wall got 
intalled.

This was a fortuitous 
development because that 
wall is such a vital compo-

New facility to greet Winter Quarter horticulture students

Thane Walkup, 
IT Department, 
gives a tango 
dance lessons 
to Marcia Leon, 
during the 
first meeting 
of the Dance 
Club Oct. 25. 
Leon, who is 
a student in 
the buisness 
program, 
serves as 
the club’s 
president, and 
Walkup is the 
club advisor.  
The club meets 
Tuesdays in 
CAS220 from 
1-2 p.m. 

We shall dance 

Photo by Wylie Steuart

Continued on Page 7

The solid wall is 
part of the LHO 
building’s goal 
of keeping cool 
without using 
large amounts 
of energy.

Photo by Betsy Berger

A plus for students looking to 

study on campus is the ad-

dition of quiet areas in the 

new space. “Since we’re kind 

of isolated from the rest of 

the school, it’s not always 

convenient to walk all the 

way down to the library from 

here,” Bobbitt said.
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ted to providing articles that are di-
rectly related to SSCC campus and 
that are deemed to be of interest to 
the students of this institution.  We 
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Student leadership numbers eleven 

The USA (Unirted Student Assocation) 
is responsible for representing student in-
terests to the college administration and for 
providing services and programs to enhance 
the student experience during their time at 
South Seattle Community College. 

The obnective of the USA is to also 
provide opportunities for student leadership 
and activities, for the growth of the aca-
demic and social life of the students and to 
further student relations with administration, 
faculty, staff and community.

USA meetings take place on Tuesdays, 
and are open to all. For more information, 
contact President Guled Ibrahim at ssccu-
sapresident@sccd.ctc.edu.

Lee Bui
Vice President of Finance

I am from Vietnam. This is my 
first year at South Seattle Community 
College. And this is also my first time 
in the USA. I serve as VP of finance. 
The name of the position tells you 
that I am working with numbers and 
money. My job is to make sure that 
all of the money received is allocated 
to the right places and tracked cor-
rectly on the book.

As an accountant for several 
years, numbers are my friends. I 
worked with them in Washington 
Mutual Bank for two years. I worked 
with them in a tax department for six 
years. And I’m working currently for 
a plumbing company as a bookkeep-
er. After a long time working in the 
accounting field, I realize that I love 
accounting, and decided to go back 
to school to get a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting so I can move up in my 
career. 

When I applied for the USA 
finance job, I thought about getting 
more experience in the accounting 
field. However, when I got the job 
and joined the USA team, I can see 
that besides learning more about my 
accounting field, I also learn that 
student voice is important. Together 
students can do a lot of things, can 
make things changed and benefit us 
as students. Therefore, my goal now 
is contributing my skills in the USA 
team and get all students involved in 
the team to make our voice stronger. 

I hope all of you as students at South 
Seattle Community College join us to 
share concerns, problems  and ideas 
to make the school a better place for 
us and following generations.

Ali Omar
USA Senator

I joined the student government 
because I want to step in and be a 
voice for anyone who is feeling invis-
ible or required to be anonymous. 

There have been certain classes 
that students have complained about, 
yet awareness has not been raised. I 
wish to create an environment that 
allows students to learn at their best 
without worries or fears. 

For the rest of this quarter and 
also in the winter, I will be in the 
cafeteria on Fridays 10 a.m. to noon. 
If you have any issues that are ham-
pering with your learning abilities, 
please come see me.  Remember 
there is always a solution for every 
problem.

Cassandra O’Francia
Student Interest and Concerns 
Advocate Chair

I assist students in the grievance 
policy and help them file complaints. 
I also try to make changes on issues, 
big and small, that affect the campus.

My goal is to promote the rights 
that students have because they are 
the basically the power of this school. 
I want to show them that they have a 
voice in the decisions that the school 
makes and how they can make their 
voice heard.

Those are my goals because 
there were decisions at my previous 

schools that were made without any 
student consent, and I didn’t agree 
with them. I hope that my efforts 
will result in school decisions based 
on student needs/wants, rather than 
focusing on the faculty or administra-
tion.

I plan on taking a survey of as 
many students as I can to see what 
they think the most important issues 
at the school are and what more they 
want to see around the school. Then, 
I would like to have an open office 
day or open information workshop to 
answer questions and concerns.

I hope to spread my belief of 
self-determination around the school 
so more people will be determined 
enough to make decisions that will 
benefit them. I also believe in team-
work and that if many determined 
people group together to prove a 
point, then there is a higher chance of 
achieving victory. I hope this way of 
thinking will stay alive in the school 
even after I leave.

Halimo Aden
Academic Success Chair

Last fall when I enrolled here, 
my sole purpose was making my 
transition from high school to college 
go as smoothly as possible.  I was 
nervous and excited that I was on my 
road to success.  I kept asking myself 
questions like, “Is this right for me, 
and am I ready for this?”  Finally, I 
made my decision I would take on 
this new challenge and overcome all 
obstacles because this was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity for me. 

After being here for a whole 
year as a Running Start student, I 
have become familiar with the cus-
toms of the college and have adapted 
to its teaching styles. I am pleased 

After reading the article 
“Beauty school drops out,” I am 
very dismayed and disappointed in 
the poor quality and lack of edit-
ing. 

As a faculty member here at 
South for 22 years and a past stu-
dent who graduated from South in 
1973, the year the “Sentinel” was 

started, this article is truly the 
bottom of the barrel. 

What happened to checking 
articles for accurate informa-
tion before printing? The least 
you could do is get your facts 
straight!

Steven Ford
Automotive Department

Letters to the Editor

That story should have been dropped

USA members (l-r), front row: Halimo Aden, Lee Bui, Kyle Shaffer, Norma 
Luo, Cassandra O’Francia, Kaili Ren; back row: Ali Omar, Colin Cashman, 
Guled Ibrahim, Sam Cheung and Tinhao Wu.

Photo by Betsy Berger

USA members state 
their goals for the 
2007-08 school year

Continued on next page

Correction
In our story, “SSCC cosmetol-

ogy program calls it quits,” it was 
Meg Ligotke (now Ford) who found-
ed the program with Douglas Minter 
in 1980. The program will be active 
through the end of the 2007-08 school 
year. Students must complete 1,650 
hours of coursework and skills to 
become state certified cosmetologists.

Letters to the Editor      
are published on a space-avail-
able basis. The Sentinel reserves 
the right to edit letters.

Please send letters to 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege
6000 16th Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA  98106
JMB 135, Student Life

Fax: (206) 764-7936
email: sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu    
Phone: (206) 764-5333
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Student leadership numbers eleven with myself for getting a head 
start on my future.  Inshallah, 
[god willing] I will receive 
my high school diploma and 
my Associate of Arts degree 
this spring.

I joined the United 
Student Association be-
cause I know that it is 
one thing to stand on the 
sidelines wishfully hoping 
that someone else will take 
action, than to take the role 
of a leader and make a dif-
ference ourselves. I want 
to get involved with my 
school and make my voice 
heard. 

I learned that if you 
want something you have 
to get out of your comfort 
zone and speak up.  A wise 
man once said, “A closed 
mouth doesn’t get fed.”

Also, I know I can 
learn from this experience, 
and carry it with me wher-
ever I go on my journey 
to success. I am aiming to 
try my utmost to represent 
all the students of South 
as best as I can.  I would 
also like to get the students 
more involved in their 
community, and informed 
about the vast resources 
that are available to them.

You can reach me at 
ssccusaacademic@sccd.
ctc.edu

Kaili Ren
USA Senator

This is my fourth 
quarter at South Seattle 
Community College. I 
am taking the academic 
program to earn my AA 
degree by next summer. 
My major is mathematics. 
Currently, I am a senator 
in the student government 
and the president of the 
Chinese Club. 

There are many stu-
dents’ concerns on cam-
pus, which haven’t been 
noticed by the community. 
As a senator, my goal is to 
assist the student govern-
ment’s current members on 
student issues which are 
being addressed. 

I believe in teamwork 
because teamwork is a key 
to the success. An indi-
vidual’s power is limited, 
so he or she needs to be 
supported by a group of 
people. 

The United Student 
Association is a team; it 
consists of a president, a 
VP of finance, four chair-
persons and five senators. 
We are like a big, harmoni-
ous family. 

When a member 
comes up with an idea or 
wants to hold an event, 
other members are willing 
to help. A successful leader 
should have a strong cohe-
sion to get people involved 
and know how to delegate, 
for the team’s power is 
infinite.  

We are all the mem-
bers of our team; therefore, 
we should take our respon-
sibilities and contribute to 
the team.

I hope there will be 
more people joining our 
team!

In the USA, I hold the 
position of chairman of Leg-
islative Affairs. As chair-
man of Legislative Affairs I 
promote the importance of 

Continued from previous page voter registration and voting 
on campus. I also organize 
events where SSCC students 
go to Olympia to lobby for 
student rights. 

Just as the USA (Unit-
ed Student Association), I 
believe that higher educa-
tion is a right, not a privi-
lege.  Therefore, I strive for 
things such as lower tuition 
and lower text book prices.

Textbooks are a neces-
sity in our college careers. 
I mean, how many students 
can do well in a math class 
without the math book? Not 
all of us can pay for a $200 
math book, and financial aid 
sometimes might not cover 
books. Therefore, I want to 
lower text book prices by 
cutting the mark up set by 

corporations, allowing all 
students to have affordable 
textbooks.

How much do you pay 
a quarter for tuition: $300 . . 
.  $900 . . .  maybe $1,500? 
Every year the tuition seems 
to slowly rise.  But what can 
we do about it? 

By taking the fight to 
the steps of our senate we 
stand a chance in cutting tu-
ition prices. And by rallying 
together students that share 
the same aspiration as me, 
I WILL take the fight to the 
capitol.

Introductions from 
Ibrahim, Sam Cheung, 
Norma Luo and Tinhao Wu 
may be found in the Sept. 24 
Sentinel.

(U-WIRE) LOS ANGE-
LES — Lucia roams the 
University of California 
Los Angeles campus like 
any other undergraduate 
student.

But life for this co-ed 
is different, and her life 
is indicative of a century-
long struggle for a fair 
global trade agenda that 
considers the needs of 
subsistence farmers.

Lucia, who asked 
that only her first name 
be used because she is an 
undocumented immigrant, 
is a fourth-year part-time 
student who wants to be a 
doctor but cannot imagine 
how her undocumented 
family will ever be able 
to afford the cost of the 
education.

For now, she works 
at a fast food restaurant so 
that she can pay her ever-
increasing student fees.

The story of her 1999 
border crossing from Tlax-
cala, Mexico, is rooted in 
decades of poverty and 
international imbalance. 
And if Congress does 
not revisit its formula for 
trade, similar stories will 
arise from countries to 
which trade is expanding.

While the situa-
tions in regions such as 
Lucia’s native Tlaxcala 
have been precarious for 
decades, things got worse 
after the 1994 signing of 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. The 
agreement allowed the big 
subsidized agribusiness to 
challenge the farming in 

Mexico.
With protective tariffs 

eradicated, cheaper U.S. 
products flooded the Mexi-
can markets and resulted 
in the near elimination of a 
farming lifestyle unable to 
compete for a market share.

What happened to 
Mexico after 1994 could 
happen to Peru and other 
countries starting now.

Fast-forward to 2007 
and President Bush is 
working to effect a new 
trade policy. For this rea-
son, he has made so-called 
“free trade” 
agreements 
with Peru, 
Colombia 
and Panama 
his next 
goal. These 
three coun-
tries, with 
a combined 
consumer 
power of 
75 million 
people and 
$245 billion 
in gross domestic product, 
undeniably increase the 
prospects for worldwide 
expansion of U.S. exports.

The Peru deal passed 
the House and is on its way 
to the Senate. Given the pur-
chasing power of those three 
markets, the corporate pitch 
is easy to make, but some 
disagree.

On this side, Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Team-
sters President Jim Hoffa 
commented, “The purpose of 
trade deals is to make Wall 
Street richer and to make the 

average working man and 
woman poorer.”

Similarly, the president 
of the National Convention 
of Peruvian Agriculture, Luis 
Zuniga, recently told Lima’s 
La República newspaper, 
“With a wide-open and 
tariff-free national agricul-
tural market, Peru is giving 
an abysmal advantage to the 
subsidized U.S. products”.

The House of Repre-
sentatives recently approved 
the agreement with alleg-
edly improved labor and 
environmental conditions, 

but unions in 
both coun-
tries still 
oppose it. 
Industrial-
ist unions in 
the United 
States do 
not want 
to lose any 
more manu-
facturing 
jobs to other 
countries. 
Farming 

syndicates in Peru are afraid 
of hurting the population that 
makes a living through the 
fields, just like Lucia’s fam-
ily did for generations.

While the working 
classes on each side oppose 
the deals, it is unlikely that 
college graduates on either 
side would suffer. With our 
degrees, most of us will 
move on to professions with 
little or no international 
competition in the medical, 
legal, political, marketing or 
business fields. 

But should the effort 

that such degree requires 
validate a system where 
thousands cannot afford to 
make a living? Someone 
with Lucia’s background 
would certainly say no. In-
stead, we should challenge 
the notion that profit alone 
should drive international 
cooperation.

Regardless, in the 
White House’s own 
pompous rhetoric, these 
trade agreements create 
a “historic opportunity to 
strengthen the forces of 
freedom and democracy 
throughout the Americas.”

But Mark Weisbrot, 
director of the Center 
for Economic and Policy 
Research, begs to differ. 
The goal is not freedom 
or democracy but rather 
profit for multinational 
corporations.

He recently wrote 
that the main goal of 
these treaties is “to reduce 
wages here by throwing 
U.S. workers into com-
petition with their much 
lower-paid counterparts 
throughout the world.”

Lucia’s parents were 
part of those counterparts. 
They lost their way of liv-
ing through these policies 
and ended up looking for 
a better life on this side 
of the border, where they 
face a new uphill battle 
against poverty.

Congress should en-
sure that deals with Peru 
and other countries learn 
the lessons of trade and 
play it fair.

Mat’as Ramos is a 
columnist with the Daily 
Bruin (UCLA). Reprinted 
with permission.

Free trade does not equal fair trade 
Guest Column

 We should 
challenge the 

notion that   
profit alone 
should drive   
international  
cooperation.
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Steve Bailey, student volunteer, hands a taste of unoaked Chardonnay to Dr. Victoria 
Kincaid, with the Music Department, during a wine event Oct. 15.  A free wine tasting will 
be offered Dec. 7 and 8. Free. Information: Regina Daigneault (206) 764-7942.

Photo by Betsy Berger

A good wine

Get your year off to a great start. Place 
your Help Wanted ad today for the Jan. 2 
edition of The Sentinel. (206) 764-5335.

Should a windstorm, or 
other weather situation, 
force the closure of the 
campus, that information 
will first appear at http://
www.schoolreport.org. The 
local television and radio 
stations are a source of 
closure information, too.

For evening classes, the 
decision to close will be 
announced by 2 p.m.; for 
day classes, by 5 a.m. 

When the wind blows . . . 

Photo by Betsy Berger
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C L A S S i F i E D  A D S 
ADVeRTISINg RATe: 10 wORDS, $10; 15 CeNTS FOR eACH ADDITIONAL wORD. STUDeNT ADS ARe FRee!
e-mail your ad to sentinelads@sccd.ctc.edu; fax your ad to (206) 764-7935; or drop it off in the Student Life office in the Jerry Brockey building.

Lost

T1-87 titanium calculator. 
REWARD. (206)  295-
7614.

Volunteer  
Opportunity

Cultural Center advisory 
board. Meets twice per 
quarter, beginning Winter 
quarter. Iosefa Seia, (206) 
764-7950, jseia@sccd.ctc.
edu.

Shared Room

Fema le  i n te rna t i ona l 
student,  al l- inclusive, 
month-to-month, $150, no 
deposit. (206) 937-0566.

For SaleFor SaleFor Sale For Sale

Sunglasses 
with case: 
$20

Digital 
audio 
player: $12

Cell phone: $12 

These 
items are 
available for 
purchase. 
Contact The 
Sentinel. 

Record attendance 
— more than 200 
visitors on the first 
day — was just one of 
the highlights of the 
first student mounted 
exhibit at the Art 
gallery Nov. 19-21. 

Art Gallery coordinator 
Renee Rhodes said 
the exhibit sponsored by the Chinese Student Association 
“was a great way to enter into a better dialogue between 
the student body and the Art Gallery. Shows which include 
student groups will really make a cohesive community 
here at South.” 

The three-day Chinese exhibit included clothing, 
sculpture, photos and a chopsticks competition. On the 
final day of the exhibit, (below, l-r) David Daw, emma 
Schuster, Kimsan Mao, Hanmaly Tep, Kilia Shanklin 
and Ali Omar, chopsticks in hand, raced to put the most 
Chinese cookies on their plates in one minute.

Chinese 
exhibit a hit

Photos by Betsy Berger

Items such as this fan were 
contributed for the exhibition 
by Chinese Student 
Association members.

nent of the classrooms. In 
the past, the Chinese Garden 
and others had events in the 
old LHO building and space 
was at a premium. On a few 
occasions, attendees were 
forced to sit just outside the 
door to hear the presenta-
tions.

Things were not al-
ways as peachy for the South 
Seattle Community College 
Horticulture Department.  
Established in 1970, South’s 
highly regarded LHO once 
had its differences with the 
administration. 

Back in the early 1990s 
there was a dispute regarding 

the use of the land between 
the Garden Center and the 
Cascade Court Buildings.

Then-president Jerry 
Brockey and Horticultural 
instuctor Steve Nord went 
back and forth over the issue, 
which revolved around a 
footpath described by Brock-
ey as “ratty-looking.”  The 
incidents as described in The 
Sentinel from the years 1993-
94 were settled amicably.

With a fresh facil-
ity, Landscape Horticulture 
students now have a building 
they can work in. And the 
Chinese Garden/Arboretum 
provide a scenic backdrop for 
everyone in the South com-
munity to take part in.  

Continued from Page 3
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THE NEIGHBORHOOD

By Anna Park

Their slogan says it all: 
“Wrap the world around your 
finger,” and they mean it, 
literally.

The small West Seattle 
business is known as The 
Giving Ring and it is working 
to change the world one ring 
at a time by donating 100 
percent of its net profits to 10 
beneficiaries.

Owner Stusan Stein 
Quattrociocchi said she oper-
ates as a small business that 
donates profits “because I be-
lieve very strongly that global 
sustainability is the responsi-
bility of all business.” 

Stein Quattrociocchi 
also runs a small Japanese 
acupressure business known 
as Stone Lily. “I am very 
small, but intend to grow, and 
as I do, The Giving Ring will 
continue to give away all net 
profits.”

Inspired by the phil-
anthropic nature of her 
mother, Stein Quattrociocchi 

launched The Giving Ring 
last year in December when 
she envisioned helping the 
world through something she 
loved, jewelry.

“I was always drawn 
to the symbolism of jewelry 
and why people wear it,” said 
the 45-year-old West Seattle 
resident. 

“And then I thought, 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to 
create a symbol around the 
concept of giving and com-
passion, so from there I was 
just really drawn to Tibetan 
jewelry design.”

A year later later, Stein 
Quattrociocchi continues to 
make that vision a reality. 
“The women who helped 
me make this happen were 
my friends – all women who 
believe in the concept and 
willing to do it for free,” she 
said. “And that’s why I feel 
like the idea of The Giving 
Ring is about building a ring 
or a circle of people who are 
focused in this direction.”

Stein Quattrociocchi 

and Cindi Hansen, owner of 
Goldmine Design in down-
town, designed a ring that 
would symbolize feminine 
power, wisdom, love, grace 
and enlightenment.

“I was excited (about 
this project),” said Hansen. 
“She’s doing something re-
ally special, and I wanted to 
help her do it. This is a way 
for us to put good karma out 
there.”

When Stein Quattro-
ciocchi and Hansen finished 

the design of the ring last 
November, they originally 
planned to work with a fam-
ily from Tibet. However, after 
the Web site was launched, 
the manufac-
ture backed 
out, and Stein 
Quattrocioc-
chi was forced 
to look else-
where.

In Febru-
ary, Denise 
Attwood, a 
friend who 
works for 
the Ganesh Himal Trading 
Company based in Spokane, 
took The Giving Ring pro-
totype to Nepal and found 
Chet Bajadur, a 33-year-old 
skilled, fair-trade artisan from 
the Newari tribe in the Kath-
mandu Valley. 

Bahadur has been a 
jeweler in Nepal for 14 
years. He handcrafts each 
individual ring with intri-
cate Tibetan patterns and 
designs to resemble the 
constellation of Colum-
bia stars and the elements 
of Japanese acupressure: 
earth, water, food, fire, air 
and space.

Once each ring is 
carved out, it is brought 
back to Seattle where it is 
set with a green tourmaline, 
representing the Earth and 
an open heart. The rings are 
sold for $189 and can be 
found on www.thegivin-
gring.com or at Hansen’s 
Goldmine Design. More 
than 20 customers have 
purchased The Giving Ring 
nationwide.

“I’ve gotten tons of 
compliments on the ring,” 
said Colleen Crotty, a West 
Seattle customer who was 
introduced to The Giving 
Ring by Hansen after de-
signing her wedding rings 
with Goldmine Design. “I 
love how unique and sym-

A ring for the world
West Seattle jeweler lends talent

bolic it is. It’s a great way 
to talk to people about fair 
trade and support some-
thing that’s really positive.”

When customers 
purchase the 
ring, they 
choose one 
of the 10 
nonprofit 
beneficiary: 
Partners in 
Health (Hai-
ti), World 
Association 
for Children 
& Parents 

(India), Legacies of War 
(Laos), Himalayan Chil-
dren’s Fund (Nepal), May-
soon’s Kids (Palestine), DB 
Peru Ong (Peru), Altai Mir 
University (Russia), Hotel 
Rwanda Ruseabagina Foun-
dation (Rwanda), Darfur 
Diaries Education Project 
(Sudan), and Friends of 
Thai Daughters (Thailand).

The beneficiaries are 
organizations that help wom-
en and children in impover-
ished and war-torn areas. 

By the end of this 
year, The Giving Ring 
hopes to donate close to 
$3,000 to its beneficiaries. 
“I would like this organiza-
tion that I am building to 
grow to the capacity where 
we can give away a lot of 
money,” said Stein Quattro-
ciocchi. 

In the future, she 
hopes to expand The Giv-
ing Ring’s productivity to 
other types of jewelry and 
international artwork.

If you have a char-
ity that you think embod-
ies what The Giving Ring 
represents, please contact 
Stein Quattrociocchi at su-
san@thegivingring.com. 

Reprinted with per-
mission of the West Seattle 
Herald. Anna Park may 
be reached at wseditor@
robinsonnews.com.

. . . The giving 
Ring is about 

building a ring 
or a circle of 
people . . .

Susan Stein 
Quattrociocchi  
and the giving Ring
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