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InBrief
Deadline for one scholarship is  
today; another in two weeks

The Chinese Club is open 
for membership. The group 
maintains open office hours in 
JMB 142 each Tuesday from 
noon-1 p.m. The club’s mis-
sion is to encourage cultural 
exchange and to bring Chinese 
culture to SSCC students and 
faculty. The group will have 
an exhibition of paintings, cal-
ligraphy, photos, clothes and 
sculptures in the Art Gallery 
in November. Also up coming 
are chopstick competitions, 
a Chinese character writing 
workshop, a kung fu workshop 
and dining on Chinese food. 
Information: Kaili Ren, presi-
dent, cary_0228@hotmail.
com; Xiao Hu, huxiao_sz@
hotmail.com; Sabine Johnson, 
sabine20unterwegs@yahoo.
com.

Club 
Activities

The Christian Club meets 
Wednesdays at 1 p.m. in the 
Music Wing, RS82. Informa-
tion: Justin, justin@goto-
higherground.org; Stephanie, 
stephanaynay06@hotmail.
com; and Paula Herd, pherd@
sccd.ctc.edu.

Calendar
Introduction to library 

databases for beginners. 
Wednesay, Oct. 31, 2-2:50 
p.m. Library

Eighth annual Dia de los 
Muertos. Thursday, Nov. 1, 
1:30-3 p.m. Jerry M. Brockey 
(JMB) A

DRUM Club Meeting. 

The South Seattle Commu-
nity College Foundation awards 
more than 100 scholarships 
each year to South students. 
The college currently awards 
the funds twice each year, once 
during fall quarter and once 
during winter quarter. The fall 
deadline is Oct. 29. Scholarship 
applications are available in the 

Development Office. Informa-
tion: (206) 764-5809.

The All-Washington 
scholarship application dead-
line is Thursday, Nov. 9. Two 
SSCC students will be awarded 
$750 and will be recognized 
at a reception with Gov. Chris 
Gregoire. Students from 33 
other Washington community 

Boren site could be Delridge 
Commons
By Matthew G.Miller

and technical colleges will also 
be recognized. Among the eli-
gibility requirements are a 3.25 
grade-point average and will 
have completed 45 college-lev-
el credits at Dec. 31, 2007, and 
80 credits by Aug. 31, 2008. 
Applications are available in 
Student Life, JB135. Informa-
tion: (206) 768-6750.

Getting scammed doesn’t have to be  
a part of the financial aid process

Scholarships are an at-
tractive way to help manage 
college costs. They don’t have 
to be repaid (like loans) and 
recipients do have to work 
to maintain them (like work-
study). Since students and par-
ents are so eager to find these 
funds, it’s no wonder that they 
become targets for financial 
aid con artists.

There is no secret
Many scholarship-finding 

services will tell you that 
“millions of dollars in pri-
vate scholarship money goes 
unused every year.” The fact 
is, nearly all available financial 
aid comes from the federal 
government or from individual 
colleges.

Private scholarships are 

usually slated for very specific 
applicants, such as students with 
a particular career interest or 
members of a certain church or 
organization. These institutions 
have created funds for students, 
so they are eager to give them 
to qualified individuals. They 
are not interested in keeping the 

continued on page 7

The Delridge Neighbor-
hoods Development Associa-
tion dreams of building a com-
mercial center – a downtown 
for Delridge – on the Louisa 
Boren Junior High School site. 
First the Delridge Associa-
tion must persuade the Seattle 
school District to sell it the 
property.

The group has hired Ron 
Sher and his real estate devel-
opment company, Metrovation, 
to create a conceptual plan 
for residential and retail to 
replace Boren. Since January, 
the Delridge Neighborhoods 
Development Association has 
made presentations at neigh-
borhood meetings, drumming 
up support.

Beginning in 1996, the 
non-profit organization has 
built nearly 200 units of 
mixed-use, affordable housing 
in the Delridge area, including 
Vivian McLean Place, above 
the Delridge Library; the 
Community Resource Cen-
ter, housing the West Seattle 
FoodBank; and Croft Place, 
townhouses for families who 
are low income or homeless.

The non-profit bought the 
old Cooper School, converting 

a boarded-up brick building 
into the Youngstown Cultural 
Arts Center, which includes 
live-in studios for low-income 
artist. “The school district 
is proud of the project at the 
Cooper School,” said Derek 
Birnie, executive director of 
the Delridge Neighborhoods 
Development Association.  
“We would love to continue 
that at Boren.” The working 
title is Delridge Commons.

The Delridge association 
would own the residential half, 
building affordable housing 
alongside units sold at market 
rate. A site plan shows single-
family houses meshed with 
existing homes to the south. 
Condominiums and apartments 
sit above retail spaces. Town-
houses transition between the 
two. Sher and Metrovation 
would own the retail half. 

The plan for Delridge 
Commons includes a movie 
theater, spaces for retail shops 
and restaurants and a grocery 
store. “When we ask people 
what they want, a grocery store 
is always first or second on 
their lists,” Birnie said. 

The developer has talked 
with Uwajimaya and other 
chains, looking for a smaller 

version of a big store to fit the 
scale of the neighborhood. 
The plan includes parking and 
is softened by trees. A stream 
flows through the site, paral-
leling Longfellow Creek. A 
footpath meets stairs coming 
from Puget Ridge, meander-
ing between shops, crossing 
Delridge Way, and connecting 
with High Point. Anchoring 
the north end is Third Place 
Books. 

“The development could 
do all that without tearing 
down any existing housing or 
destroying any open space,” 
said Paul Fischburg, the previ-
ous executive director of the 
Delridge association.

The North Delridge Neigh-
borhood Council and the larger 
Delridge Neighborhoods Dis-
trict Council, both endorse the 
plan. Last May, a city of Se-
attle Department of Neighbor-
hoods newsletter announced 
the association’s plan to build 
75,000-to-80,000 square feet 
of retail and 400-plus units of 
housing at Boren. But, nothing 
is definite. 

“The plan is still in the 
vision phase,” Birnie said. 

Tuesday, Nov. 6, 12:30-2 p.m. 
Jerry M. Brockey (JMB) 128

Writing APA citations. 
Thursday, Nov. 8, 1-1:50 p.m. 
Library

Talent show. Thursday, 
Nov. 8, 6-7:30 p.m. Olympic 
Hall

         
First Nations/Indigenous 

Day Celebration. Tuesday, 
Nov. 13, 1:30-3 p.m. Jerry M. 
Brockey (JMB) A

The law and legal resourc-
es. Friday, Nov. 9, 1-1:50 p.m. 
Library

Community art show in 
the Art Gallery. Nov. 14 – Dec. 
12.

DRUM Club meeting. 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, 12:30-2 
p.m. Jerry M. Brockey (JMB) 
128

Thanksgiving break, Nov. 
22 -23   

Bookmobile at the Child 
Care Center. Thursday, Nov. 
29, 11-11:30 a.m.   

World AIDS Day recogni-
tion. Thursday, Nov. 29, 1:30-3 
p.m., Jerry M. Brockey (JMB) 
A

A Dance. Friday, Nov. 30

Holiday dinner 2007. 
Dec. 6, 6 p.m.; Dec. 11, noon. 
$17.38 per person. JMB 

 

continued on page 6
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SSCC cosmetology program calls it quits
Vocational degree to close after spring

By Joshua Sabrowsky

The days of $7 haircuts 
and $5 manicures will soon 
dwindle into mere sentiments. 
South Seattle Community Col-
lege’s long-standing Depart-
ment of Cosmetology is clos-
ing its doors for good in 2008. 

It was during the autumn 
of 1980 when Douglas Minter 
and Meg Brown’s combined 
knowledge of the industry 
put together what is now the 
cosmetology school located in 
Cascade Court. Fast-forward 
almost 27 years, and the voca-
tional school staple on campus 
is calling it a career. 

“It was a truly sad day 
when we found out that the 
[cosmetology] department 
would have to close its doors,” 
said Bob Hester, the program 
review facilitator within the 
Office of Instruction. “Enroll-
ment in the program simply 
tapered off.”

According to a study 
done on the department by an 
outside advisory committee, 
full-time student enrollment 
was down from 43 to 16 since 
the spring quarter of 2006. Be-
cause the program operates as 
all other courses at the school, 
students are not actively 
recruited for the cosmetology 
program. 

With an inactive 
beauty school, 

students interested 
in the discipline 
will have to seek 
other options for 

schooling. 
This is not the first time 

in the college’s history that a 
vocational program has folded. 
Within the last five years, the 
school has bid goodbye to both 
the Floristry and Industrial 
Machining programs, making 
room for departments such as 
Wine Technology – which oc-
cupies the now-defunct Floristry 
department classrooms. 

“Enrollment is definitely a 
strong factor in our decisions 
along with the outside job 
market,” said Mike Munson, 
South’s director of communi-
cations, who noted the deci-
sion to close the Cosmetology 
Department was more based 
upon enrollment numbers. 
“Some programs just begin to 
lose enrollment. Perhaps it’s 
just the natural progression of 
things.”

Along with fellow instruc-
tor Sam Fox, Brown has seen 
thousands of cosmetology 
students come through the de-
partment doors over the last 27 
years – many of whom found 
careers almost immediately af-
ter completing the 1,600 hours 
of coursework to become state 
certified cosmetologists. Ac-
cording to Hester, more than 
50 per cent of students found 
employment within the indus-
try within 60 days of gradua-
tion. The program has offered 
two learning tracts over its 
long tenure: an Associate of 
Applied Science Degree or 
the aforementioned certificate 
school. 

Though neither Fox nor 
Ford was made available for 
comment, the school con-
firmed that after the program 
closes in June, Ford will retire 
along with it. 

With an inactive beauty 
school, students interested in 
the discipline will have to seek 
other options for schooling. 
The Seattle Vocational Institu-
tion (S.V.I.) at Seattle Central 
Community College offers a 
similar cosmetology program 
for the same tuition costs – 
standard community college 
tuition rates apply, plus the 
cost of books and shop kits.

Johnni Whitby – a former 
teacher and technician at the 
South Seattle program – thinks 
the show will continue on at 
Seattle Central, and accord-
ing to her, closing one of the 
two programs has been talked 
about for some time. 

“It will just have to con-
tinue at [Seattle] Central,” said 
Whitby, who has worked at 
both schools, and noted that 
although the South Seattle’s 
program is a very good one, 
the S.V.I. program offers per-

haps the best ethnic hair-care 
training in the state. 

“When you look 
at how many 

salons are around 
the city, it looks 

like cosmetology 
is growing in 
popularity.”  

Nancy Verheyden
Finding a new training 

program might not be that 
simple for some, as it appears 
that options may not be so 
prevalent. Outside of S.V.I., 
Renton and Clover Park Tech-
nical colleges offer similar 
programs but are not within 
the district. Private cosmetol-
ogy schools are much more 
costly – the Gene Juarez Acad-
emy of Beauty in Federal Way 
says tuition costs are around 
$13,000.

On Capitol Hill, the S.V.I. 
school is currently operating 
on a waiting list according to 

Nancy Verheyden, the pro-
gram’s dean. From what she 
sees, enrollment does not seem 
to be dwindling either. 

“When you look at how 
many salons are around the 
city, it looks like cosmetology 
is growing in popularity,” she 
said. “All students who wish to 
enroll have the right to apply.”

According to Munson, no 
plans have been made official 
as to the future of the SSCC 
cosmetology workspace as 
of yet. He suggested that the 
program might be replaced 
by another vocational study 
program, but Campus Services 
has yet to decide.

The stations at the hair salon await clientele.

CoverStory

photo by Betsy Berger

With the program disap-
pearing entirely, former em-
ployees and members such as 
Whitby are sad to see it go. 

“The diversity of [South 
Seattle’s] program is unlike 
any other I’ve ever seen,” 
said Whitby, who worked at 
the college for several years 
during the mid-1990s. “From 
that standpoint, it represented 
the community very well and 
served the large population 
of first generation immigrants 
very well. It was extremely 
effective.”

The SSCC Cosmetology 
Department plans to graduate 
its final class in June of 2008.
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CampusTalk
They Said It!
Have you ever used the services 
of the cosmetology department?   
By Veronica Johnson
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Elio A. Lugo
ESL Program

“I went there and was told  
I had to make an appoint-
ment when there wasn’t 

anyone there; 
so I didn’t come back.”

Angelina Sustaita
Career Link Program

“I never had time to go; 
busy going to work & 

school.”

Sylvester Croumwell
A.A.S.

“Never use their service. I 
was too busy.”

Christine Nguyen
Running Start Program

“I never use their service; 
I guess hair isn’t that im-

portant.”

Abdi Kamal
G.E.D. Program

“I never knew there was a 
beauty salon”

Annabelle Bright
“I never knew about it. 
I just found out at this 

instant.”

Kaili Ren 
A.A. transfer

“I never paid [it any] mind.”

Nicole P.
Business

“I never used their service. 
They should learn to better 
advertise their program.”

Micah Bolar
Mechanic

“Knew about it but never 
used it. I wasn’t  

interested.”

Mirna P.
Career Link 

“I got a haircut - didn’t like it.”

Latino inclusion at South
by Jo Anderson

GuestColumn

When leaders from the 
Latino community as col-
lege administrators: “What 
is South Seattle Community 
College doing for the enroll-
ment and retention of Latino 
students?” we collectively 
murmured, “That’s a good 
question.”   

According to the U.S. 
Census, Seattle’s population 
of Hispanic origin increased 
62 percent between 1990 and 
2000.  The Latino population 
in Seattle is small compared 
to the rest of the country – 
only 5.3 percent of our city’s 
total population; however, 
South is centrally situated in 

neighborhoods whose residents 
are disproportionately Latino.  

In fall 2005, 13 percent 
of South students identified as 
Hispanic.  According to a 2006 
retention report from South’s 
Institutional Research Office, 
from 1995-96 to 2005-06 only 
21 percent of degree-seeking 
Latino students completed a 
degree or certificate.  Which 
brings us back to that original 
question.

President Wakefield 
charged a newly formed Latino 
Community Council with 
the responsibility of trying to 
answer it.  From this, a series 
of forums were developed for 

a campus and community 
conversation. Two of the 
three forums have already 
taken place.  

At the first meeting in 
October 2006, the discussion 
was focused on why Latino 
students are not enrolling 
or completing their goals 
at South in greater num-
bers.  Community members 
such as Delfino Munoz of 
Chief Sealth High School 
and Christian Guerrero, 
former SSCC student,  iden-
tified some common factors, 
such as financial need and 
underprepared students. 

But there were other 
issues tied specifically to 
Latino students.  These in-

As the United Student 
Association Community 
Service chair, I sincerely 
thank the 26 South Seattle 
Community College com-
munity members who 
donated blood on Oct, 11. 
In addition, 16 folks signed 
up for the first time as bone 
marrow donors!

The need for blood is 
constant. Every day there’s 
a need. One volunteer 
donor can help up to three 
people—premature babies, 
children and adults with 
cancer and leukemia, sur-
gery patients and victims of 
traumatic injury.

Volunteer donors are the 
only source of blood for our 
community supply.When 

continued on page 5

Letter to the editor

continued on page 5
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CampusNews
‘Humble lidded jars’

It’s tea time at the Art Gallery
By Matt Sheppard

When Julie Lindell goes to 
the trash Dumpster, she finds 
more than rubbish.  One day 
she discovered what was to be-
come a third-place prize win-
ner in a national competition.  
Her fortuitous find, a small 
teapot, is one of 15 pieces cur-
rently on display at South’s Art 
Gallery. 

Lindell spoke to this 
reporter at the opening of the 
show Oct. 10. She related a 
colorful tale of how the teapot 
came to fruition.  Once lifted 
from the garbage, Lindell de-
voted three days’ labor  to the 
project.  She points to her art 
on a nearby pedestal adorned 
with a big “Third Place” sign.

“You see that corner, the 
one  with the shoadow across 
it?” I glance over to see a sort 
of patina on the pot that has 
caused a brownish discolor-
ation.  “It’s probably just a 
stain from water,” she says.    
Lindell seeks to make the art a 
statement about today’s throw-
away culture by bagging it in 
thick plastic, as if packaged for 
sale.

Lindell’s recycled, no-
glaze stoneware is not the 

only star in the show.  Myriad 
teapots grace the gallery floor, 
perched on pedestals.  Some 
are made of metal, others of 
clay. There are fancy, me-
ticulously symmetrical teapots 
as well seemingly chaotic, 
disheveled-looking creations.

Fifteen artists from across 
the United States have been 
selected to participate in the 
Seattle Teapot Biennial.  Jamie 
Walker, UW professor of art 
and recipient of the Pruzan 
Faculty Fellowship, is the juror 
for this year’s exhibit.  

The wide array of artwork 
is linked together by a uni-
fied theme.  All of them have 
a sincere reverence for the 
lowly teapot that is so often 
presents itself in the United 
States generic and nondescript.  
The goal of these artists is to 
celebrate the notion that tea 
time is worthy of meal status.  
And the vessels that brew the 
concoction have dignity, too.

Artist Craig Clifford, 
whose clay and string tea set is 
called “Untitled,” puts it best.  
He states: “The pieces begin 
as humble lidded jars and cups 
and saucers but are trans-

formed 
through 
embel-
lishment 
and 
color 
into 
deco-
rative 
works 
that 
exist as 
sculp-
ture.”

The biennial show runs 
through Nov. 7, so you still 
have time to look over the art 
and drink in its grandeur.  The 
Art Gallery can be found next 
to the Bookstore in the Jerry 
Brockey Student Center.  The 
gallery is open 9-6 (with an 
hour off between 11 a.m. and 
noon) Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday and 
9-10 a.m. and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Tuesdays.

Next up is the Chinese 
Student Association’s “Photos 
from China” exhibit on Nov. 
19.  Also, in January, SSCC 
writing students will display 
their collaborations with pho-
tographers. 

cluded, low expectations from 
their teachers, counselors, and 
parents. For Latino students, 
there is more pressure from 
family to go to work right out 
of high school; lack of role 
models on the campus; and 
colleges not knowing what to 
do with Latino students once 
they’ve arrived.

It has not been without ef-
fort.  Rosie Rimando, director 
of Student Outreach, Admis-
sions and Recruitment, has 
made it a priority to have a 
presence in the Latino commu-
nity by participating in com-
munity events, college fairs 
and programs that target the 
youth of this community.  

 Cessa Heard-Johnson, 
dean of Diversity, Retention, 
and Student Leadership shared 
the efforts of the Cultural Cen-
ter and their student commis-
sioners to reach out to Latino 
students on campus.  All forum 
participants agreed that part-
nerships between our campus 
and surrounding community 
were key elements in success-
fully enrolling and retaining 
Latino students.  

The second meeting in 
May 2007 brought the group 
together again to learn what is 
being done at South and ideas 

for what else could be done.  
Mark Mitsui, vice president 
for Student Services, an-
nounced a podcast created in 
Spanish to assist students in 
navigating services such as 
financial aid and registration.  
Bob Hughes, then the dean of 
General Studies, talked about 
instructional programs such as 
VESL (vocational English as 
second language) that chal-
lenges the traditional model of 
learning language proficiency 
first, then skill, by linking the 
two.  

Community members sug-
gested sending representatives 
with translators off campus 
to tell Latinos about these 
programs. 

Current students Eduardo 
Munoz and Damaris Valdez 
participated in the May forum 
to voice their opinions.  Dama-
ris, a second-year student who 
also works at the Women’s 
Center, identifies as Puerto 
Rican.  She said she feels both 
represented and not represent-
ed on campus  “because there 
is a large student-of-color 
community here on campus” 
and “because faculty and staff 
of color are not represented.”  

Damaris identified one of 
her challenges as the fear, anx-
iety, and lack of confidence in 
being first in her family to go 
to college.  This is especially 

so since her family feels that, 
by her getting an education, 
she’s “trying to be something 
she’s not.”  Damaris believes 
Latino students would benefit 
from learning about their his-
tory.  She sees more cultural 
studies classes as a solution.

The Latino Community 
Council will meet again for 
the last of the three forums on 
Thursday, Nov. 28 from 4-6:30 
p.m. on South’s campus.  The 
meeting is open to the public. 
The topics of discussion are 
partnerships, new initiatives 
and opportunities for involve-
ment.  For more information, 
contact me at (206)768-6455 
or janderson@sccd.ctc.edu.

Jo Anderson is the director 
of the Office of Diversity & 
Retention at South Seattle 
Community College.

“Tea Pouch” 
by Delanie 

Wine 
(stoneware)

Photos by 
Betsy Berger

“Untitled” by 
Craig Clifford 

(clay and string)

First-place winner “Strong Teapot” by Renee Brown 
(earthenware)

Anderson, continued from 
page 4
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someone needs help, someone 
else offers it and that’s they 
way it should be. 

Moreover, thousands of 
adults and children need bone 
marrow or blood stem cell 
transplants, a procedure that 
may be their only chance for 
survival.These patients’ lives 
depend on finding an unrelated 
individual with a compatible 
tissue type, often within their 
own ethnic group, who is will-
ing to donate marrow for them. 

Because of you, many 
patients will be benefit in 
Washington. The Puget Sound 
Blood Center and I appreciate 
your time and your blood.

The next blood drive is 
going to be in January 2008. 
Looking forward to your par-
ticipation!

Feel free to contact me at 
(206) 768 6752 or ssccusacom-
munity@sccd.ctc.edu.

Sam Hing Cheung
United Student Association
Chair, Community Service

Letter, continued from page 4

Remember 
to vote:

November 6

“You 
see that 
corner, 
the one 
with the 
shadow 

across it?”
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News
Displaced renters must be told of aid
By Robert Schilperoort

To recognize the effect of 
condominium conversions on 
displaced renters, the Seattle 
City Council unanimously 
passed an ordinance that penal-
izes developers and property 
owners who fail to notify eli-
gible renters of tenant reloca-
tion assistance.

Tenants who earn at least 
80 percent of median in-
come are supposed to receive 
notice that they are due $500 
in assistance and the new 
ordinance just “puts teeth 
into that requirement,” said 
Tom Rasmussen, chair of the 
council’s housing committee 
and sponsor of the bill.

Though it is under state 
law that developers convert-
ing rental units to condos 
must provide a written notice 
to tenants about their po-
tential rights, there was no 
enforcement mechanism in 
place before the passage of 
this city legislation.

The notice is delivered 

to tenants along with a copy 
of the city’s building inspec-
tion report. It also lets tenants 
know the building is being 
considered for conversion.

Developers and landown-
ers who do not comply will 
earn a civil penalty of $100 
a day from the date of the 
violation. It’s a small step 
toward better protection for 
tenants faced with conver-
sion, but the city’s hands are 
tied as the state Legislature 
controls conversion laws. 

“We know $500 barely 
buys boxes to move in to-
day’s market,” Rasmussen 
said.

He said the city should 
look into creating a fund 
that could match the reloca-
tion assistance, but he hopes 
in the meantime the new 
law will at least ensure that 
displaced renters are always 
aware of their rights.

Brian Hawksford, Ras-
mussen’s legislative aide, 

said most people who call 
the council member’s office 
about the conversions com-
plain about poor communi-
cation between the tenants 
and property owners. They 
receive the initial conversion 
notice but don’t hear much 
more after that.

“People don’t know 
where to turn,” said Hawks-
ford. “This will be one more 
tool hopefully the city has 
at its disposal to ensure the 
developer or landlord pays 
the assistance required by 
state law.”

“There are things we 
can do now to stem 
the continuing loss 
of rentals and low 

income housing in our 
community.”

Conversions are continu-
ing to escalate across the city. 
Last year, more than 23,350 
apartments were converted to 

condos and at least 1,000 this 
year from January to the end 
of July, said Rasmussen.

It’s been a large con-
tributor to Seattle’s vacancy 
rate, which has plummeted 
to below 3 percent. Renters 
who have to move are finding 
it even more difficult to find 
housing within the 90 days 
allotted, said Rasmussen.

John Fox, director of the 
Seattle Displacement Coali-
tion and a strong critic of the 
city’s policies on affordable 
housing, said the bill is posi-
tive but thinks the city can 
do more to help “soften the 
blow” on renters.

The council should cre-
ate a temporary fund in the 
upcoming budget to match 
the relocation assistance rent-
ers receive from owners until 
laws can be changed, he said.

Another issue is reno-
vation to buildings while 
tenants still occupy the units. 
Conversion laws do not pro-
hibit construction or renova-
tion while a building is still 
lived in.

It’s possible that some 
tenants could be eligible for 
the city’s tenant relocation 
assistance program, which 
pays renters up to $2,400 in 
assistance. The funds kick 
in typically when tenants are 
required to vacate because 
renovations are substantial 
enough to deem a building 
“unlivable,” said White.

However, said White, the 
help excludes condo con-
versions and would require 
action from state lawmakers 
to change it. Fox said tenants 
should be eligible for this 
money because even though 
it is being converted, the 
building is still undergoing 
substantial renovations.

“There are things we can 
do now to stem the continu-
ing loss of rentals and low 
income housing in our com-
munity.” he said. “Unless we 
act, we will see more home-
less and gentrification of 
unprecedented proportions.”

Reprinted with permission 
from the West Seattle Herald.

“Broad sketches, now is all.” 
Since 1987, the Seattle 

School District has used Lou-
isa Boren Junior High as an 
interim site. In turn, it housed 
High Point Elementary, Coo-
per Elementary, West Seattle 
High and Madison Middle, 
while each of its buildings 
was renovated. Cleveland 
students recently finished 
two years there.

Next is Sealth. Ground 
breaking for the high school 
– and new buildings for 
Denny Middle – will start 
next summer. High school 
students will move to Boren 
in September 2008. Middle 
school students will stay in 
Denny, moving directly to 
new buildings after they’re 
completed. Construction 
could last one or two years. 

After Sealth is reno-
vated, the school district has 
no specific plans for Boren. 
Neighbors are tired of the 
buildings being used as an 
interim site. 

Mike Dady, co-chair of 
the North Delridge Neigh-
borhood Council, said he 
met with the principal of 
Cleveland last year, trying 
to enlist students to clean 
up around the school, giving 
them some ownership of the 
neighborhood. He failed. 

Three neglected houses, 
since demolished, sat vacant 
across Delridge Way from 
the school, attracting stu-
dents, litter, junk, trespassers 
and drugs. “Boren, as an in-

terim site, has been a night-
mare,” said Dady. “No mat-
ter what school they’re from, 
the students don’t want to be 
there. It’s not their school.” 

This year, Boren sits 
empty, used for storage. 
Birnie plans to meet with 
the Seattle School Board 
after four new members are 
elected Nov. 6. Maria Ramir-
ez and Steve Sundquist are 
vying for the school board’s 
District 6 position, which 
represents West Seattle and 
South Park.  

“There’s definitely 
a need for mixed use [in 
Delridge],” said Ramirez. 
“It would be nice to see af-
fordable housing for teach-
ers to be able to live in the 
city.” Though, she cautioned 
against selling the prop-
erty entirely. “More density 
means more children,” said 
Ramirez. “It’s important to 
know if we can keep some 
of the property to build a 
school in 30, 40, 50 years, if 
needed.” 

“It’s a nice dream, but...” 
said Ron Angeles, West Se-
attle’s neighborhood district 
coordinator. The site isn’t for 
sale, he said. “Unless you 
have certain control over 
certain things, the dream 
might take a while.” 

The school district will 
probably want to hold onto 
Boren according to Eleanor 
Trainor, capital projects 
community liaison for the 
district. “The building is in 
great shape,” said Trainor. 

“It has served well as an 
interim site. I imagine it will 
be retained for several, if not 
many, years.”

For 2007, the King 
County tax assessor val-
ues the 13.85-acre site at 
$5,428,200, up 80 percent 
from one year ago. Buildings 
on the property are valued at 
$4,464,000. The school dis-
trict has begun revising its 
master facilities plan, gath-
ering feedback from resi-
dents and reconsidering use 
of its buildings. The School 
Board votes on the facilities 
plan this spring and the new 
plan goes into effect in 2010. 
“Redevelopment is what the 
neighborhood people want,” 
said Phillipa Nye, project 
manager at the Delridge 
Association. “We’re hop-
ing [Boren] will become our 
‘downtown’”.

Reprinted with permis-
sion of the West Seattle 
Herald. Matthew Miller may 
be reached via wseditor@
robinsonnews.com

Boren, continued from page 2

It’s the end!

of daylight savings 
time, that is.
Remember to set 
your clocks back 
when daylight 
savings time ends 
Sunday, Nov. 4, at  
2 a.m.
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CampusNews
Getting scammed doesn’t have to be 
a part of the financial aid process
money a secret.

You can easily find out 
about these opportunities by 
checking with appropriate 
institutions. Contact clubs or 
other organizations to find out 
what they seek in an applicant. 
Your college counselor can 
also provide information on 
scholarships.

How you know it’s a scam
According to the Federal 

Trade Commission’s scholar-
ship scams website (http://
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/ed-
cams/scholarship/). if you hear 
these lines from a scholarship 
service, you may be getting 
scammed:

· “The scholarship is 
guaranteed or your money 
back.”

No one can guarantee that 
they’ll get you a grant or a 
scholarship. Refund guaran-
tees often have conditions or 
strings attached. 

· “You can’t get this in-
formation anywhere else.”

The lesson: don’t 
give out personal 
information unless 
you’ve initiated the 

contact. . .
There are many free lists 

of scholarships available. 
Start researching scholar-
ships before you  pay some-
one to do the work for you. 

· “I just need your 
credit card or bank account 

number to hold this schol-
arship.”

Never give out credit 
card or bank account number 
on the phone without getting 
information in writing first. It 
may be the set-up for an un-
authorized withdrawal from 
your account. 

· “We’ll do all the 
work.”

Don’t be fooled. There’s 
no way around it. You must 
apply for scholarships or 
grants yourself. 

· “The scholarship will 
cost money.”

Don’t pay anyone who 
claims to be “holding” a 
scholarship or grant for you. 
Free money shouldn’t cost a 
thing. 

· “You’ve been selected 
by a national foundation” 
to receive a scholarship or 
“You’re a finalist” in a con-
test you never entered.

Before you send money 
to apply for a scholarship, 
check it out. Make sure the 
foundation or program is 
legitimate.

How to fight back
If you suspect a scam, 

bring a copy of all literature 
and correspondence to your 
guidance office or to a finan-
cial aid administrator at a 
local college for advice. You 
can also contact the Better 
Business Bureau, your state 
Bureau of Consumer Protec-
tion, your state Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office, or report the 
offer to the National Fraud 
Information Center.

FinAid.org provides 
advice on how to identify 
scams, how to distinguish be-
tween legitimate and fraudu-
lent organizations, how to 
protect yourself from scholar-
ship scams and what to do if 
you are scammed.

Parents who feel 
intimidated by the financial 
aid process often turn to 
financial aid consultants.  

But, wait, there’s more
A recent financial aid 

scam attempts to steal your 
credit card number or bank 
account. A caller, claim-
ing to be a representative 
of the U.S. Department of 
Education, offers to re-
place a student loan with an 
$8,000 grant. The catch: the 
caller needs a bank account 
number in order to charge a 
processing fee. (The Depart-
ment of Education does not 
provide a plan to replace 
loans with grants and does 
not charge a processing fee 
to obtain Title IV grants.)

The lesson: don’t give out 
personal information unless 
you’ve initiated the contact 
or are sure you know who 
you’re dealing with. Identity 
thieves may pose as a rep-
resentative of government 
agencies, banks or businesses 
in an attempt to get you to 
reveal personal information.

continued from page 2 The Office of the Inspec-
tor General, U.S. Department 
of Education website offers 
information about what you 
should do if you have provid-
ed bank or credit card infor-
mation to such a caller.

Do you really need a 
financial aid consultant?

Parents who feel in-
timidated by the financial aid 
process often turn to financial 
aid consultants. But beware, 
some of these services can be 
shady, and financial aid offi-
cers often resent the interven-
tion of outside professionals 
in the aid-package award 
process.

Financial aid consultants 
advertise their ability to help 
families through complicated 
financial aid forms and pro-
vide tricks to getting through 
the system. But financial aid 
forms are relatively simple, 
and school counselors will 
give advice for free.

Also, there are not really 
any tricks to the financial aid 
system. It is the job of finan-
cial aid officers to ensure that 
once an applicant has been 
accepted he or she can pay 
for the college. They are not 
trying to hoard money, but 
give it away. Financial aid of-
ficers make funding decisions 
based on the school’s award 
criteria and funds available. 
The aid officer is the best ally 
in this process; no indepen-
dent service is likely to influ-

ence it. Aid officers will also 
know about state funding and 
other opportunities to apply 
for aid.

If they suspect they are 
being deceived, colleges 

may refuse to consider the 
financial aid application.

Financial aid consultants 
may suggest moving assets 
around or transacting a major 
purchase or gift to reduce 
income and qualify for more 
aid. This should set off  alarm 
bells. First, administrators 
can easily spot this kind of 
maneuvering. If they suspect 
they are being deceived, col-
leges may refuse to consider 
the financial aid application.

Professionals may also 
promise to use an applicant’s 
credentials to bargain for the 
best deal at various colleges. 
Colleges usually have strict 
financial aid award guide-
lines, and they will not bar-
gain for students with other 
institutions. 

If you feel important 
financial information has 
been overlooked in your aid 
award, you should certainly 
contact the school’s finan-
cial aid office to contest the 
award. Financial aid offices 
are unlikely to be willing to 
discuss these circumstances 
with a professional consul-
tant.

The above story is avail-
able at collegeboard.com.

Simple Networking Tactics 
by L.J. Bothell

Regardless of whether 
you are currently employed 
or actively seeking your next 
position, good networking is 
essential. Even with the cur-
rent positive of the job market, 
your networking savvy and 
list of contacts will determine 
whether or not you get leads 
for the opportunities you want. 
You need to be the first person 
your contacts think of when 
an opportunity presents itself. 
View your networking strategy 
two ways:

Soft networking. This is a 
subtle, indirect form of get-
ting yourself into circulation. 
Do this by raising your profile, 
marketing successes you’ve al-
ready achieved, and developing 
a network of friendly aquain-
tances who are always on the 
lookout for you. For instance, 
join an organization or two so 
you can swap tips, meet new 

contacts, and get access to hot 
resources. Meet new contacts 
while you volunteer or use your 
talents to help others. Also, 
go to any social gathering that 
interests you so you can easily 
position yourself in situations 
that are designed for meeting 
new business contacts.

Direct networking. This 
is your targeted connection 
with a specific contact so you 
can learn about and explore 
leads. Make sure you have 
business cards ready, and of-
fer a self-promotional piece 
or a free resource/tip early 
in your conversation. Have a 
short identity statement ready 
which highlights your pri-
mary skills/problem-solving 
capabilities. Be able to work 
recent achievements into 
your conversation so you can 
encourage your new contact 
to remember you. When you 

successfully use both soft and 
direct networking to position 
yourself, your contacts will see 
you as a solution to dilemmas 
they may have. 

Reprint from Career Di-
gest, 2006.
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AndBeyond
Artwork reaches high into the sky to enhance White Center
New public art addition unveiled in early October
By Josh Sabrowsky

Whatever you currently 
think of White Center, that 
imagery may be fading. And 
a recent community addition 
may wipe it away forever.

Earlier this month, three 
copper baskets perched high 
atop posts were placed at the 
intersections of 16th Street 
Southwest, Delridge Way 
Southwest and Southwest 
Roxbury Street, capping an 
effort four years in the making. 
The inspiration: to both brand 
and enhance the neighbor-
hood while preserving its vast 
diversity.

Judith Caldwell – the 
work’s co-creator – calls 
the piece “Blue Sky Bas-
kets.” Working alongside 
her husband David, the idea 
came to the couple in 2003, 
when a group of community 
members issued a Request 
for Proposal (RFP) for public 
artists to construct a project 
at the mouth of White Cen-
ter.

“When you look at com-
munities who have a signa-
ture piece of art, it becomes 
a special sort of pride.” said 
Judith Caldwell, who has 
artwork on public display in 
the SeaTac Airport and the 
Everett Station. “The baskets 
are designed to be an identi-
fier, a logo.”

Caldwell – who has been 
working as a public artist 
since the mid-1980s – said 
the idea was conceived dur-
ing a six-month-long devel-
opmental process, wherein 
her and her husband’s pro-
posal was chosen by the 
committee from the works 
of five others. The copper 
baskets function as an hom-
age to the nomadic nature of 
human beings. The posts – 
which are adorned with cop-
per luggage tags from around 
the world, designed by local 

students –  reflect the diver-
sity of the neighborhood. 

“Human beings have 
always been on the move 
and have always had to carry 
their belongings,” she said, 
describing the baskets. 

Through the efforts of 
the White Center Community 
Development Association 
(WCCDA), Caldwell’s con-
cept became a $90,000 real-
ity on Oct. 3. A combination 
of nearly $30,000 from both 
Starbucks and the Washing-
ton State Arts Commission 
was supplemented by just 
over $60,000 from the City 
of Seattle’s Department of 
Neighborhoods Matching 
Fund to fund the project.

“When you look 
at communities 

who have 
a signature 
piece of art, 
it becomes a 

special sort of 
pride.” 

Judith Caldwell
The WCCDA began in 

2002 as an effort to build 
the White Center commu-
nity – which is considered 
unincorporated King County 
– through economic redevel-
opment, enacting affordable 
housing projects and assist-
ing local businesses. 

“We hear and take the 
great ideas from the com-
munity,” said Aileen Bala-
hadia, the group’s executive 
director. “[The community] 
wanted public art. We hope it 

can help change some of the 
negative ideas of what White 
Center has become over the 
last 20 years.” 

Though the city’s fund-
ing became available in 
2005, a series of set-backs 
delayed the project until 
last April, when the baskets 
began to be constructed. 

“It’s important to mark 
your territory,” said Bala-
hadia, who noted personnel 
change within the funding 
organizations and the WC-
CDA as the main reasons 
for the project’s delay. “We 
wanted people to think, 
‘Okay, now we’re in White 
Center,’ when they see it.”

Combating gentrification 
with revitalization is key to 
the efforts of the WCCDA, 
according to Balahadia. After 
seeing the dynamic changes 
being made to neighborhoods 
such as Columbia City, the 
Central District and parts of 
Delridge, Balahadia says the 
goal of the WCCDA’s work 
is embracing the multiethnic 
and multi-income homes 
throughout White Center.

“We wanted 
people to think, 

‘Okay, now 
we’re in White 
Center,’ when 
they see it.”
“We want to do what it 

takes to build the commu-
nity and decrease some of its 
negative perceptions,” said 
Balahadia, who claims that 
through the WCCDA’s work 
with local law enforcement, 
crime rates have decreased 
the past two years. “By sup-

porting affordable housing 
and enhancing the local busi-
ness district, we want people 
to see the wonderful things 
White Center offers.”

“Blue Sky Baskets” is 
just one of a few community 
projects that the WCCDA is 
supporting of late. The forth-
coming King County Hous-
ing Authority’s Greenbridge 
project – a $250 million 
project due to finish in 2013 
– will provide new parks, 
shops and more affordable 
housing to the White Center 
community. 

Yet the source of pride 
felt by at least two is enough 
to enjoy for now. 

“It’s wonderful to know 
that people are going to see 
the art and interact with it on 
a daily basis,” said Caldwell, 
who both lives and works in 
the West Seattle area. “It’s 
amazing to know you have 
created something that will 
add a little sparkle to the 
neighborhood.”

For more information 
on the WCCDA, visit www.
wccda.org.
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